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Four Jews ran in Moroccan election 

"S?"* ^P 42 «"**** standing for 
Wednesday The **“ ,n terior Ministry said 

_ i ™ c “ on ® 1 iH* 25 for 222 members to be chosen by 
^?iS^S^? rra8e W ? re P* acc the ^ Chamber of ttpiacnfattaswbcae 
fa 0aot >'='- The other ni^BterwiBte 
by rnonbere of focal <xmoc2a, professional groups sod 
Ofcana who chamber’s members was a Jew. Jo 

bUSS; £5? nqjresemed Ac centrist ConsututkmaJ Union Party. His 

rSLUSSr 1 ^ r°S? JeWHfa “Wtokte* are Simon Levy of the 
- Progrcss *** SodaBsm, Haim Tofedanonmning for 

Nw23^^22L^- “i^sper Sd*.r^SSd gfS 

-^ CTber P"*- “Moroccan Jews have the 

5£ * S'*** lnteri0f MaaSiy *®n* 

SSl *“ iSP 0 * 1 communrt y* whose origins go back 2,000 

years, numbered 275.000 at mdambtiw m iock dl. u_ :__Z* 



ZT.tL„ — yy -w women, two former prime miittaen, 19 
o^gnateis and four "masters m the present government running for 
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Tunisia to host 
multilateral talks 


i bastjj 1 TUNIS (AP) — Israeli Foreign 
“Ute Minister Shimon Peres was 
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eral peace talks in October. AI 

Ru A1 Am newspaper said Mr. 
Peres told one of its reporters in a 
Arc interview with a Tunisian 
itoper that Tunis has agreed to 
><** tire working group on re- 
fcgee s in the multilateral talks, 
which began in Moscow in Janu- 
ary 1992. The Israeli foreign 
minister landed Tunisia’s role m 
the Middle East peace folks as 
Hrery important.” Tunisia’s 
"acceptance to host the meeting 
<Sf the working group on refugees 
wffl consolidate its sense of re- 
. on this issue," Mr. 
said in the interview. 

'Kuwait cool 
to Yemeni call 

t 

JCUWAIT (R) — Kuwait, in an 
apparent response to Yemeni 
jfels for reconciliation, said 
.Wednesday it was in no hurry to 
Normalise ties with stales which 
Sympathised with Iraq. "Kuwait 
is not hasty about this issue," 
’Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah AI Ahmad A! Jaber AJ 
Sabah was quoted as saying by 
the official Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA). Earlier Wednesday, in 
an interview with a Kuwaiti news- 
paper, Yemeni President AK 
Abdullah Saleh urged Gulf Arab 
States to turn a new leaf after 
strains caused by Yemen’s sym- 
pathy for Iraq in the 1990-1991 
Golf crisis (see page 2). 

Iraq beats Yemen 

CHENGDU, . .China. (AFP) — 
Iraq took, another step towards 
the United States and a place m 
_ the 1994 World Crip finals wim a 
3-0 victory over Yemen here on 
Wednesday. The win, sealed by 
goals from Amish Ahmad, Nu- 
man Saad and Shhaib Laith, 
made Iraq almost certain to win 
j%oop A in the Asian zone quali- 
n^s. having earned 11 points 
from six matches. China and Ye- 
men are second and third in the 
five-team league, both on eight 
points but separated by goal dif- 
ference. China beat Jordan 4-1 
Wednesday (see page 6). 


Nigeria election 
count frozen 

ABUJA (AP) — Nigeria’s elec- 
toral commission on Wednesday 
refused to declare a winner in the 
presidential elections pending a 
rourt case alleging the balloting 
was tigged. The decision was a 
Row to this troubled nation’s 
: to end a decade of nriht- 
5. and a possible sign that 
~ Ibrahim Babangida was 
ribt ready to give up power. Par- 
tial results from Saturday’s elec- 
tions showed Moshood K.O. 
Abtola, 55, a publishing and 
transportation tycoon leading 
millionaire banker Bashir Oth- 
man Tofa by a wide margin. 



Barzani seeks 
I3Sf support in Turkey 
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ISTANBUL (AP) — A top Iraqi 
Kurdttb leader seeking Turkey_s 
support to his de-facto state in 
northern Iraq, Wednesday 
ptedged to keep Turkish Kurdfab 
resurgents at bay in return. Mas- 
soud Barzani met with President 
. Denrirel and Foreign 
Hikmet Cetin. Anatolia 


niKmei ieun. 
agency said he briefed them- 
dn-fe recent trips to the United 
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recent trips 
^afos.-firitam, France and Saudi 
with other Kurdish 


red Arab -politicians seeking to 
topple Saddam Hussein and set 
°P a democratic Iraq. 

0.N,-traq dispute 
Continues i 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 

.Wednesday continued in ignore a 
P-N. request to install surveOF 
cameras at two ballistic nns- 
>He plants, U.N. spokesman said. 
I^Ioqf . teve not budged front 
ttwir position and the situation 
fenains unchanged,** the spokes- 
*5aD wi»o dedmed to be identified 
AFP. The Iraqis are seeking 
wAs with the U.N. special com- 
Tdriaion m charge of its {fisartna- 
reent before aliowing the United 
Nations to install die cameras in 
fee Yawfc JAl Azira and Rafah 
plants near Bagdad, be said. 
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Israel, Palestinians 
focus on self- rule plan 

Syria says ‘security’ discussions must 


await return of all occupied lands 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — . 
Israeli and Arab peace nego- 
tiators began a second day of 
talks on Wednesday aimed at 
reaching an agreement on a 
blueprint for Palestinian self-rule 
m die occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

A group of Jews demonstrated 
opposite die State Department as 
Palestinian delegates headed by 
Faisal AI Husseini, the most 
prominent leader in the occupied 
territories, and the Israeli team 
went inside. 

Israel was also bolding separate 
talks with Syria and Lebanon in 
the morning session and with 
Jordan in the afternoon. 

Syria’s mideast peace nego- 
tiator said a U.S. offer to help 
secure the Golan Heights makes 
it harder for Israel to insist on 
keeping the territory for protec- 
tion. 

But MuwafGq AI Allaf said any 
detailed dfecusston of "security” 
arrangements must wait for Israel 
to agree to surrender all of die 
occupied territories. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christop h er made the offer Tues- 
day, as a 10th round of negotia- 
tions opened. He said it de- 
pended on a "sound agreement" 
between Syria and Israel over the 
territory’s future. 


"The' meaning of this readiness 
by the United Sates," Mr. Allaf 
said, "is that Israel can no more 
use the pretext of security as a 
way of keeping or trying to keep* 
any part of the Golan.” 

Israeli negotiator Itamar Rabi- 
novich welcomed the offer, but 
said U.S. security guarantees 
were only one element of "pro- 
tecting” Israel. 

"Israel has always taken re- 
sponsibility for its own defence,” 
he said. 

An Israeli newspaper said the 
Golan would become a demilita- 
rised zone under security 
arrangements Israel is proposing 
to Syria at the peace talks. 

Syria is ready to accept demili- 
tarisation of all or part of the 
Golan Heights if the Israeli army 
withdraws from an equivalent 
area of its own territory, the 
Haaretz daily said. 

Damascus is not opposed to a 
limited and temporary Israeli 
military presence on the Golan 
that would monitor any Syrian 
movement for five years until a 
peace treaty is signed, Haaretz 
said. 

Israel could monitor with radar 
and the help of international 
observers or U.N. troops from 
the five permanent- member 
countries of the Security Council 


which would patrol both sides of 
the future Syrian-Israeli border. 

Haaretz said Israel is offering 
several choices to Syria: 

— U.S. and Russian troops 
take up positions on the Golan 
and in Syria while Israeli troops 
pull back. Syria would reduce its 
army by two or three divisions 
between the current ceasefire line 
and Damascus. 

— A demilitarised zone 
stretching north of Damascus, 
with Syrian, Israeli, and U.N. 
maintaining only observation 
posts. 

— Israeli troops withdraw five 
kilometres from current posi- 
tions, where they would remain 
for 15 years to give both sides 
time to reach a new compromise 
depending on the state of their 
relations. 

Israel also wants to protect its 
water supplies on the Golan, the 
source of the Banyas river which 
flows into the Jordan River. 

It also wants to have its border 
with Syria pushed 10 metres 
beyond the east bank of Lake 
Tiberias and two or three 
kilometres east of the Jordan 
River. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian nego- 
tiator Han an Ashrawi is bolding 

(Cooflaaed on Pip A Weekender) 


Jordan emphasises 
comprehensive approach 


WASHINGTON (Petra) — 
Chief Jordanian negotiator Fayez 
AI Tarawneh said Wednesday the 
Jordanian delegation to the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks had 
affirmed Jordan’s principled 
stand on the Middle East peace 
process and on the terms of refer- 
ence of tire process as repre- 
sented m U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338, die prin- 
ciple of exchanging land for peace 
and giving the Palestinian people 
their rights. 

Following the first session of 
the 10th round of bilateral talks. 
Dr. Tarawneh said the Jordanian 
and Israeli negotiators focused in 
tbeir discussions on the working 
mechanism of the Jordanian- 
feraeli track. 

The negotiators, he said, did 
not discuss the agenda of negotia- 
tions which is still being under 
study by' the Jordanian govern- 
ment. Other issues are being 
tackled in the discussions of the 
temporary unofficial working 
groups, he said. 

The first session of the negotiar 
turns is mainly of an administra- 


tive nature and the temporary 
working groups will continue 
their work said Dr. Tarawneh, 
who was appointed head of the 
Jordanian delegation last week 
succeeding Abdul Saiam AI Ma- 
jah who became prime minister 
May 29. 

Dr. Tarawneh, who also serves 
as Jordan’s ambassador to die 
U.S., said Jordan’s position in the 
talks is governed by its principled 
stand on the need to solve the 
Middle East problem within a 
comprehensive framework. "We 
are keen on keeping the balance 
between the various tracks," he 
said. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the Arab 
delegations to the talks have held 
a coordination meeting ahead of 
the started the 10th round and all 
tire Arab parties showed full in- 
teraction through continuously 
following up matters and partici- 
pating in the daily meetings of the 
Arab coordination. committee. 

Jordan, be said, .. is concerned 
about keeping tire balance be- 
tween other Arab tracks and that 
it believes that the Palestinian 



Fayez Tarawneh 

track is independent because the 
Kingdom believes the Palestinian 
people have the right to self- 
determination. 

"We frilly support them in their 
endeavours to reach peaceful, 
just and comprehensive solu- 
tion," be said. 

He said it was premature to 
discuss the continuation of the 
negotiations, noting that the 
Arab side would keep in touch 
with the co-sponsors of the peace 
talks to reach an agreement on 
the duration of the 10th round. 


Arafat accuses world of double 
standards on human rights 


VIENNA (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat ac- 
cused the work! of double stan- 
dards Wednesday and said the 
plight of Palestinians firing under 
Israeli rule proved that some 
human rights abusers could 
unpunished. 

Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), approached the 
podium at the U.N. World Con- 
ference on Hunan Rights to sus- 
tained applause and delivered a 
speech that pulled no punches. 

“The denial of the Palestinian 
people’s right to self-, 
determination and grave viola- 
tions of Palestinian human rights 
over decades provides us with the 
most striking example of double 
standards tire implementation of 
human rights,” Mr. Arafat told a 
packed conference ball. 

“The very clear support 
accorded to isreal by the USA 
and other states can only but 
encourage Israel to persist in its 
poKdcs of aggression, occupa- 
tion.- and violation of human 
rights,” Mr. Arafat said to more 
than 160 government delegations, 
including two members of the 
Israeli group. 


Incfia earlier interrupted the 
conference in protest over an 
address by Pakistan’s N us rat 
Bhutto wbo accused New Delhi 
of brutality io the northern Indian 
province of Kashmir. 

The two countries exchanged 
bitter ■ allegations* when the after- 
noon session resumed. 

But there was no intervention 
by Israel or any other country 
over Arafat’s speech. According 
to conference rules, delegations 
should not mention specific rights 
violations in any state. 

Mr. Arafat also pointed the 
finger at the United Nations and 
other international organisations 
whi ph be described as dominated 
by world powers which imposed 
their concept of human rights on 
tire weak and the poor. 

He said some powerful nations 
were opposed to the right of 
development for people in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 

"We see this antagonism trans- 
lated into attempts to impose a 
mechanism that allows them, 
under the pretext or the defence 
of human rights, to achieve their 
objectives through direct in- 
tervention,” he said to an out- 
break of applause from the con- 
ference public gallery. 


The PLO leader aligned him- 
self with other states, ■ notably 
from Asia and the Middle EaSt, 
who oppose Western calls for a 
tough, binding human rights code 
policed by U.N. rights commis- 
sioner and court. 

China adopted a hardline stand 
Tuesday, totally rejecting U.S. 
calls for intervention when a state 
has been found to be violating 
human rights. 

Individuals must put the state's 
rights before their own, China 
defiantly told the conference. 
Outside in the rain, the Dalai 
Lama disagreed. 

"There are no absolute indi- 
vidual rights and freedom, except 
those prescribed by and within 
the framework of faw,” Deputy 
Foreign Minister Liu Huaqiu, 
head of China’s delegation, tokl 
delegates to the first global meet- 
ing on human rights in 2S years. 

"Nobody shall place his own 
rights and interests above those 
of the state and society, nor 
should he be allowed to impair 
those of others and tiregeneral 
public,” Mr. Liu said. ‘1ms is a 
universal principle of all civilised 
societies." 

(Continued on page 5) 



King and Queen 
due in Washington 

LONDON (Agencies) — Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor Wednesday left London for Washington, concluding a 
three-day visit to the British capital. During his stay in London, 
King Hussein met with British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
and reviewed with him issues of common interest, including 
bilateral relations and the Middle East peace process. 

The King is scheduled to meet with President Bill Clinton at the 
White House Friday. He will also meet with senior administration 
officials and congressmen. 

After Washington, the King will undergo medical check-ups at 
the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota, where 'he underwent 
surgery last year. 

His Majesty King Hussein is on a visit to the U.S. His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal served as Regent between the time the King 
left and the Crown Prince returned home from Vienna. 



Human rights conditions are contingent 
on economic and social rights — Regent 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, has warned of 
possible failure of the present 
conference on human rights in 
Vienna. 

“Tensions within the confer- 
ence,” the Crown Prince said 
at a press conference in Vienna 
Tuesday, "cause great grief un- 
less we establish the link be- 
tween human rights and huma- 
nitarianism.” 

Prince Hassan was referring 
to the polarisation at the con- 
ference between Western 
advocates of universality of hu- 
man rights and Third World 
claimant of particularism. 

While the Prince said he 
strongly believed in the univer- 



sality of human rights, he said ' 
that improvement to human 


rights, conditions worldwide 
were contingent on improve- 
ment of economic and social 
rights. 

The Crown Prince, who 
addressed the conference 
Monday, returned home late 
Tuesday and was sworn in as 
Regent. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from the Crown Prince’s 
comments at the Vienna con- 
ference. 

“The United Nation’s 
Genera] Assembly endorsed 
yet again in December the call 
my government made over 10 
years ago for the establishment 
of the international humanita- 
rian order. We hear a lot about 
the new world order and we 


feel that the content of that 
order should be humanitarian, 

• should be anthroplitics as 
opposed ro no politics in the 
sense of material on strategic 
perceptions. 

"One very important (point) 
to make when we speak of 
universality is that tensions 
that exist within the confer- 
ence. which we cannot deny, 
between particularism on the 
one side and sovereignty and 
universality on the other are 
probably going to cause great 
grief unless we establish the 

• link between human rights and 
hurnanitarianism. 

“I don’t really see why the 

(Continued on page 5) 



Two young Somalis Wednesday tear up an effigy of an American flag during a demonstration in 
Mogadishu (AFP photo) 


Famine relief operations resume 
in bombed-out Somalia capital 


Knesset 
urged to 
put off 
debate 
on torture 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s jus- 
tice minister Wednesday recom- 
mended that parliament postpone 
a decision on whether to outlaw 
torture until a special committee 
studied the issue. 

Minister David Libai claimed 
that reports of torture by the Shin 
Bet security service were ex- 
aggerated, and any confirmed 
abuse should be turned over to 
the prosecutors, army radio re- 
ported. 

Parliament member Tam 
Gozinsky, who introduced the 
bill, said it was needed because 
torture had become systematic 
rather than a rare phenomenon 
among junior soldiers. 

"Every Palestinian detainee 
goes through systematic torture 
from the moment of detention 
including blows to all parts of the 
body, having his head shoved into 
a wall, covering his head with a 
smelly bag for hours and even 
days,” Ms. Gozinsky said on 
army radio. 

"Not one nor two or 20 but 
hundreds of people have testified 
to this,” she said. 

The association of Israefi- 
Palestinian Physicians for Human 
Rights, which just sponsored a 
two-day conference detailing 
abuses in Israeli jails, handed Mr. 
Libai a petition bearing 3.000 
signatures calling for the govern- 
ment to pass a law banning tor- 
ture. 

In -. a related development 
Wednesday, the American-based 
Physicians for Human Rights 
saying health care for Palestinians 
rhe occupied territories was 
seriously hampered by Israeli res- 
trictions. 

In a 60-page report, the human 
rights by the security forces in- 
cluded "excessive use of force, 
beatings, indiscriminate shoot- 
ings, widespread and inappropri- 
ate use of toxic gas, forced entry, 
curfew, infringement on free- 
dom of movement of health per- 
sonnel and obstruction of access 
to health care.” 

The report was based on two 
studies in 1990 and 1991. with a 
total 68 families involved as sam- 
ples. 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Trades trundled out of Moga- 
dishu port Wednesday signalling 
the resumption of relief opera- 
tions halted a week ago to pave 
way for U.N. air raids. 

Three trades, cheered by a 
large crowd of Somalis, ferried 90 
tonnes to the northern part of 
Mogadishu for distribution to 
feeding centres which closed last 
week after aid workers were 
evacuated to neighbouring 
Kenya. 

Mike French, an offiaal of the 
U.N.’s World Food Programme 
(WFP), said relief operations 
would also resume soon in the 
southern part of the city, where 
the world body has been locked 
in a bitter fight with wariord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed. 

He said the programme would 
move to other parts of the coun- 
try like Baidoa, once dubbed the 
“city of death,” and Baidere 
within the next few days. 

Relief operations were shut 
down in much of the famished 
country after 23 Pakistani soldiers 
of the U.N. operation in Somalia, 
which is ensuring food aid in the 
battle-scarred Horn of Africa 
country, were kililed on June 5. 

On Wednesday, seven relief 
odes were set to reopen tbeir 
ces in the Somali capital. 

Their return was announced 
Tuesday after a meeting with 


U.N. special envoy to Somalia, 
Admire] Jonathan Howe, who 
diplomats said assured aid agen- 
cies there would be no more 
military strikes to punish a de- 
fiant Aideed. 

On Saturday, U.S. AC-130 
warplanes bombed General 
Aideetfs arms dumps and depots 
for three days. The warlord is 
widely held responsible for the 
deaths of the Pakistanis. 

Pentagon officials said a four- 
ship Marine contingent had been 
ordered to leave the Gulf area 
and could be off Somalia within 
several days. 

One Pentagon official said the 
unit, if ordered to Somalia, could 
get there by Saturday at the 
earliest. 

“It ups the ante a little bit,” 
said one source, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. “It 
allows President Clinton the op- 
tion to bring them in, or pull 
them back as he sees fit.” 

Around 1,000 Aideed suppor- 
ters staged an an§ry but non- 
violent demonstration Wednes- 
day against die U.N. air raids. 

“Peace yes, war no.” and 
“Somalis is not for sale,” proc- 
laimed some of the banners held 
by the protesters, who gathered 
outside a sports stadium in south- 
ern Mogadishu. 

They also yelled “Clinton 
down” and raised their fists in 


anger each time U.S. observation 
helicopters swooped by over- 
head. 

A similar number of demon- 
strators gathered Tuesday, the 
least violent day since Saturday. 

Anti-U.N. demonstrations 
Saturday and Sunday ended in 
bloodshed, with at least 20 Soma- 
lis shot dead by Pakistani 
peacekeepers. 

The U.N. Security Council has 
defended the Pakistanis, saying 
they opened fire because gunmen 
were trying to attack them using 
women and children pushed to 
the front of the demonstrations as 
human shields. 

Adm. Howe hit back at Italy 
for condemning the shooting of 
Somalis by Pakistani troops. 

“I think the Italians should not 
criticise before seeing the results 
of the inquiry,” the envoy, Adm. 
Howe told Italian GR2 state 
radio. 

“Pakistani troops have in my 
opinion performed very, verv 
well in Somalia.” y 

“The circumstances of this inci- 
dent must be examined very 
dosely, ” he added. 

An inquiry has begun into 
Pakistani insistence its troops 
fired only at people who, using 
women and children as a shield, 
were shooting at them. 
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Middle East News 


Yemen urges Kuwait 
to turn new page 


KUWAIT ( AP) — Yemeni Presi- 
dent A!i Abdullah Saleh has cal- 
led on Kuwait to open a new page 
in relations with his country, 
strained by Yemen's pro-Iraqi 
stance during the Gulf crisis, a 
newspaper reported Wednesday. 

“According to the logic of his- 
tory and geography, Yemen is an 
indivisible part of the (Arabian) 
Peninsula and the Gulf.*' Mr. 
Saleh told the local daily AI 
Siyassah in an interview. 

"No matter how mad friends 
are at each other they will still 
need each other... so why don't 
we learn from the past and close 
its black pages?” he told the 
daily. 

Yemen and several other Arab 
states showed pro-Iraqi sym- 
pathies during the Gulf crisis. 

Kuwait and other members of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) ostracised these states and 
retaliated by cutting off financial 
assistance. Saudi Arabia expelled 
one million Yemeni workers. 

The GCC groups Kuwait with 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain and 
Oman. 


Kuwait’s foreign minister, 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, recently told the Saudi 
Arabian magazine Al Yamama 
that his country did not object to 
restoring relations with the Arab 
countries that supported Iraq if 
these apologised publicly. 

He tided out rapprochement 
with Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

“Yemen had nothing to do 
with the invasion.” Mr. Saleh 
said. “The tnith is that Yemen 
was a member of the Arab Coop- 
eration Council (ACC) that also 
includes Egypt, Iraq and Jor- 
dan.” the president noted. The 
ACC has been moribund since 
the Gulf crisis. 

“Kuwait has the right to seek 
even the devil's assistance to de- 
fend itself, but we wanted an 
Arab solution... because foreign 
forces are usually after their own 
interests and their existence in 
the area is not without dangers," 
Mr. Saleh was quoted as saying. 

Similar views, voiced by Ye- 
men's foreign minister in an inter- 
view published by AI Siyassah 
last week, drew criticism from 




Afghan commission to collect weapons 


KABUL (AFP) — The first offi- 
cial meeting of the new Afghan 
Defence Ministry Commission 
convened in Kat>ul one month 
late Wednesday and agreed to 
uphold the current ceasefire and 
collect heavy weapons from the 
Mujahedeen. 

“All the factions attended the 
meeting except that of Yunus 
Khales. which did not send a 
representative.” said commission 
member General Yunus 
Qanooni, adding that President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani acted as 
chairman. 

Mr. Qanooni. who heads the 
ministry's political department, 
attended the six-hour meeting as 
the personal envoy of Ahmad 
Shah Masoud. who stepped down 
as defence minister a month ago. 

Mr. Qanooni said it was also 


agreed that the ceasefire monitor- 
ing commission report any viola- 
tions. 

Mr. Qanooni said “an agree- 
ment in principle'* had been 
reached on the heavy weapons 
collection but the “how and 
when” would be discussed in a 
second meeting Thursday. 

Mr. Qanooni acknowledged 
the fact that with one month 
already gone of the two months 
allocated for the defence commis- 
sion to perform its various duties, 
much remained to be done. 

But the surrendering of heavy 
weapons including the lethal two- 
metre long Sakkar-type rockets, 
with a 20 kilometres range, is 
thought crucial to a lasting peace 
in the war-ravaged Afghan capit- 
al. 

Kabul has not seen more than a 
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Make a real dive this summer! 


Our pool season started on the I5th of May, So if you intend to have 
a different summer in 1993, this is yoor chance.. 

Apply for your membership and experience the ultimate 
relaxation & 'fun under the sun' at our pooL 



for membership applications and more information: 641361 /ext. 2103 
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U.S. ‘deeply committed 
to helping Israel’ — Aspin 


WASHINGTON (USIA) 
With the disintegration of 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

‘Dem]an|uk to be released if innocent’ 


With the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union, “a whole new 
dimension" of threats to Middle 
East peace and security and to 


Israel have emerged, including “a 
whole series of threats in the 


AG Abdullah Saleh 

many columnists. 

“This (the foreign minister's 
statement) is not enough and... 
the wounds in the hearts are very 
deep,” wrote Yousef Al Shihab 
in tiie independent Al Qabas. 

He said the minister. Moham- 
mad Salem Bassindawh, should 
have denounced the Iraqi inva- 
sion and the “crimes that were 
committed against Kuwait and hs 
people” before announcing his 
wish to patch up relations. 

Ahmad AI Sadoun, the Kuwaiti 
parliament speaker, told local 
papers recently that relations 
with Arab countries that “stood 
against Kuwait" cannot be res- 
tored without the legislature’s 
approval. 


whole series of threats in the 
nuclear area,” Defence Secretary 
Les Aspin has said. 

“The Clinton administration is 
deeply committed to helping 
Israel cope with these dangers to 
increase the chances of peace," 
Mr. Aspin told the American 
Israel Public Affairs Executive 
Committee Monday. 

"The world has changed, and 
the old threats are not now what 
we would consider to be the 
major threats. The major new 
threats are the missile and the 
knife," Mr. Aspin said. 

“From one end of the spec- 
trum, Israel faces the threat .of 
ballistic missiles coupled with 
chemical, biological or even nuc- 
lear warheads. From the other 
...the danger of direct and sudden 
violence to individual citizens." 

Moreover, he said “radicalism, 
both secular and religious, has 
gained momentum over the last 
decade. It continues to pose a 
special threat to regional stability 
and to the peace process," he 
said. 



KIEV (R) — Condemned Nazi guard Ivan Demjanjok will be 
released if it is proven he was not “Ivan the terrible," of Treplmka 
camp, the speaker of Israel's parliament said Tuesday. Shevach 
Weiss, the first senior Israeli official to visit post-Soviet Ukraine, 
said courts examining the appeal against Demjanjuk's 1988 death 
sentence had - established he was a guard at two other Nazi 
camps. But doubts remained whether he had been the notorious 
gas chamber operator at Treblinka in Poland. “We have 100 per 
cent evidence that he was in Travniki and in Sobibor. He has no 
alibi for either,” Mr. Weiss told a news conference after talks with 
President Leonid Kravchuk and other top officials. “I would uketo 
emphasise that if he has any kind of an alibi. If we don't have 101 
per cent evidence that he was in Treblinka, he will go free. 


India, Oman to work for reduced tension 


Lcs Aspin 


Mr. Aspin said that “at this 
time we have no evidence of any 
loose nuclear weapons out of the 

Cm.'., » k... ~ 


Soviet Union,” but the question 
remains how to maintain the con- 


remains how to maintain the con- 
trol over the nuclear weapons in 
the former Soviet Union, "how to 
make sure they maintain con- 
trol." 


MUSCAT (AP) — India and Oman pledged to work jointly to 
reduce tension in the region following a visit by Prime Minsiter 
P.V. Narasimha Rao to Uic sultanate, a joint press statement said 
.Wednesday as Mr. Rao left for New Delhi. The statement also 
underscored plans by the two countries for multibillion-dollar 
cooperation in hydrocarbons. These include laying a gas pipeline 
under the Arabian Sea from Oman to India and two refineries in 
India to be fed with Omani oil. “India and Oman have agreed on 
making joint efforts to reduce tension in the region and to work ; 
together in strengthening regional cooperation in the interest of 
peace, security and stability," said the statement. During his visit, 
Mr. Rao met for 90 minutes with the ruler, Sultan Qaboos. Among . 
other topics, he discussed the Arab-lsraeli peace process. 


Koran lessons become compulsory In Iraq 


in another regional peacekeep- 
ig effort, Mr. Aspin said U.S. 


few months' continuous peace 
since rebel factions took over the 
city from the communists in April 
1992. 

Ceasefire violations are a daily 
affair, although most are limited 
dashes between commanders fac- 
ing each other at dose range. 

More serious violations con- 
cern the firing of Sakkar rockets 
and other heavy artillery which 
regularly daim innocent civilian 
lives. Five such rockets were fired 
into the northern Khair Khana 
district of Kabul Wednesday 
morning, leaving six civilian casu- 
laties. 

In a meeting of faction leaders 
in the eastern provincial capital 
Jalalabad last month, Mr. 
Masoud resigned as defence 
minister in favour of the commis- 
sion headed by Mr. Rabbani. 


“Islamic extremists linked to 
state-sponsored terrorism are in- 


fringing on the basic human rights 
of moderate, non-violent Islamic 


of moderate, non-violent Islamic 
fundamentalist groups who want 
to work within the system." 

A top priority of U.S. and 
Israeli security planners should 
remain stopping the spread of 
nudear weapons in the region, 
deterring their use and develop- 
ing effective countermeasures, 
Mr. Aspin said. 

The defence secretary, who re- 


cently visited Kiev to persuade 
the Ukrainian government to 


ing effort, Mr. Aspin said U.S. 
troops are involved with the 
forces of other nations in a Un- 
ited Nations military operation in 
Somalia. He said the June 5 
ambush of Pakistani U.N. 
peacekeeping forces there “dear- 
ly required a U.N. response. 
...From the look of it. the 
ambush was premeditated, well- 
planned, and a test of the U.N. 
peacekeeping effort." 

“It is crucial that the United 
States support the U.N. effort 
and respond in the appropriate 
manner against Aideed s aggres- 
sion and his weapons, supplies, 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq, ruled by the secular Baalh Party, has 
decided to impose compulsory Koran lessons in state schools, the 
government press reported Wednesday. President Saddam Hussein 
approved the measure Tuesday and allocated 105 million dinars (52 
million on the unofficial market) to the effort, mainly to train 
teachers. Some four million pupils study in Iraq’s primary and 
secondary schools. It was not specified if children from the 
country's one- million strong Christian community would have to 
attend the dasses. In April, President Saddam said students should 
be able to know die Koran by heart and ordered teachers to explain 
it. 


LONDON (Agencies) - West- f 

em allies, including the United i^er 

Slates, were amused or indignant 

when Britain banned arms sales 
to Iran and Iraq m 1984, a former 
senior official said Tuesday. 

Sir Stephen Egerton, a former 
assistant undersecretary in toe rgur. 
Foreign Office, also told an m- t&o 
quiry into British arras sales to Zxfi I 
Iraq that while the government 
confided the new policy to fore- 
jgn governments, it kept quiet ifofiis 
about it in Britain. rba 

Mr. Egerton said the govern- .t* ^ffj 
ment had decided not to f 9 
announce the new policy, but to 
let the new policy just “filter -i ^ 
out.” . .• id!* 

His testimony underlined cri-'g; lJ <Jra 
tirisms that Britain’s conservative * 
government has been misleading ■'jjfflt 
about arms sales to Iraq. 

His evidence also appeared to ^ a 
bolster charges that senior offi- i 

cials knew British companies ih 

were supplying arms-related ^ a 
equipment to Iraq right up to its ^ 
invasion of Kuwait in August 

1990. L Sum 

Britain imposed the arms ban 
on both rides during the 1980-88 
war between Iran and Iraq. 

Previously confidential docu- & , j 
ments indicate that by the late r**® 
80s. the British trade and defence 


Japanese reschedule $800m in Iranian debt 


ministries were increasingly hn- . 
patient with the ban. The Foreign ^ 
Office was more cautious and 
also worried about publicity. ^ ^ 

Prime Minister John Major 
ordered the inquiry, presided 
over by High Cburt Judge Lord 3 
Scott, after the trial of three ’■* . 
British businessmen charged with 1 
illegal arms sales collapsed in 
November. Ex-Defence Minister ^ 
Alan Clark acknowledged in 
court that he had encouraged toe 
sales. 

The judicial inquiry centres on .. 
whether Mr. Major. Margaret ' 
Thatcher, who was prime minis- ■“ c l i * 
ter until November 1990, and ;aHXB 
other government ministers lied /a* 8181 
to cover up the sales. • 

Mr. Egerton said that m 1984 ~~~ 

he travelled around telling allies 
“particularly the United States, 
but also in Europe, what we were - 
going to do." 

The United States and Arab 

countries were particularly critic- 
al because they feared Iran was '■*>* 
winning and wanted “favourable 
treatment” for Iraq, said Mr. 
Egerton. st- 


ratify the Strategic Arms Reduc- 
tion Treaty (START I) and 
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty , 
said: “The thing that b perhaps 
most worrying about the situation 
in Russia is the threat of the 
spread of nuclear weapons and 
toe danger that they will some- 
how end up in the world market. 

“Syria, Libya and Iran already 
today have chemical and biologic- 
al weapons. AH they need now 
are long-range missiles. All three 
are actively looking for them. 
Libya wants to develop its own 
nodear weapons programme. 
...Iran is pursuing nuclear and 
ballistic missile programmes. Iran 
and Iraq could obtain nudear 
weapons by the end of the de- 
cade. We cannot allow these 
deadly pursuits to continue," he 
said. 


and backers," Mr. Aspin empha- 
sised, referring to the Somali 


sised, referring to the Somali 
warlord who was responsible for 
the June 5 ambush. 

“We hope it sends a dear 
message. ...The United Nations 
and the United States refuse to 
tolerate this ruthless disregard for 
the will of the international com- 
munity. And we will not tolerate 
this ruthless disregard for the 
people of Somalia. 

He said details of the most 
recent violence in Mogadishu 
June 13, when a number of lives 
were lost, are still undear, but 
the United Nations authority' 
there is conducting an investiga- 
tion. “The United States deeply 
regrets any loss of life in Somalia, 
particularly when it comes to 
innocent people." Mr. Aspin 
stressed. 


[ TOKYO (AFP) — Nine Japanese trading companies and Iran have 
reached a two-year rescheduling agreement on some $800 million 
in overdue debts which were payable at the end of March, a 
spokesman for Tomen Corporation said Wednesday. The spokes- 
man said the agreement was reached in Tehran Tuesday after the 
National Iranian Oil Co. agreed to offer crude oil as collateral for 
the government debt while guaranteeing future repayments with 
crude oil revenues. The agreement is expected to be finalised by 
the end of this month, he said. The news came less than three 
weeks after the Japanese government resumed economic assistance 
to Iran after an 18-year break with a 38 billion yen ($362 million) 
loan to help finance a hydro-electric power plant project. 


Iraqis who sewed mouths end protest 


KUWAIT (R) — Six Iraqis who sewed their mouths shut a week 
ago to back demands for better food and conditions at a Kuwaiti 
detention centre have ended their protest, diplomatic sources said 
Tuesday. Parliamentarian Abbas Munawer said last week seven 
Iraqis had started the protest on June 7 at Talha, a former school 
converted into a detention centre after Kuwait's 1991 Gulf war 
liberation from Iraqi occupation. The sources said the protesters in 
fact numbered six. They added they did not know what day the 
protest had ended. The protest was aimed at securing better food 
and air conditioning and access to radio, television and newspap- 
ers. Taiha houses about 600 foreigners suspected of violating 
national security or residency regulations and criminals who have 
completed jail terms and are^ awaiting deportation. 


SALES MANAGER 


INVITATION TO 
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BID | * 


ASTRA AB - Sweden wishes to appoint a Sales Manager 
based in the U.A.E. 


Candidate will be expected to spearhead all marketing 
activities . including market studies, product launch, 
planning, sales promotion. implementing marketing 
strategies . liaison with regional/head office/local 
agent . etc . . . 


An invitation for bids from educational publishers for the 
provision of publishing services (inctading authorship) to 
create a secondary school English course for the Ministry of 
Education, The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 


Applicants should be result-oriented. dynamic and 
aggressive individual who will be responsible for 
achievement of targets. He should be below 40 years of 
age. graduates in Pharmacy and have 7-10 years proven 
track record in promotion of pharmaceutical products. 


The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from 
qualified services (including authorship) to create a 12 
book English course for secondary students (age 16-18). 
interested qualified bidders may inspect the bidding 
documents at: 


The General Directorate of Financial Affairs (Tendering 
Division). 


The selected candidate can look forward to an 
attractive remuneration package, with good prospects 
for growth in an international company. 


Please apply in confidence with full C.V. . giving 
details of age. qualifications, experience and current 
salary drawn and enclosing a recent photograph and 
passport copy to : 


Ministry of Education. P.O. Box 1646. Amman, Jordan, j 4 
A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased^' 
from the above address on submission of a written 
application and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of 
50 pounds Sterling or the Jordanian currency equivalent. 
Further information may be obtained from: 


MS. TERTTU BERGHOLM. 

ASTRA EXPORT & TRADING AB. 
S— 151 85, SODEHTALJE, 


The English Language Division. 

The General Directorate of Curriculum and Educational 
Technology, 

P.O. Box 1930, Amman, Jordan 
Fax: 613150, Tel: 61 7304/8 

BM» must be delivered to the above office on or 
before 19.833 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 
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Mr. Bear 
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Church of the Ann rods ties Tel. 
623541. 

AnxUcw Chart* Tel. 625383. TcJ. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Anmbu Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St- Ephraim Chart* Td. 771751. 
Amman Intcrsattood Church Td. 

652526. 

ErnuBal Lutheran Church Td: 
.824328. 

The Church of .learn ChriaC of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824 and 654932. 
Church of the Namt Td. 675691. 
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Meteorology. 


A drop in temperatures win lake 
lace and winds will be westerly mod* 
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erate to fresh. In Aqaba, winds wiD he 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


JgS*" rf ^ Church, Tel. 

Td. 624590. 

§744ft * Td, 

C hurch Td. 661757 
tcmsatieia Church Td; 622366 


Min, /max. temp. 

Amman 17 / 28 

Attain 23/37 

Deserts 18 03 

Jordan Valley 19/35 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad AlSawwa 732056 

Dr. Abdd Hatfi Tayycia 6201 15 

Dr. Saccd Ah 788285 

Dr. Waited AJ Atari 67$4# 

Firas pharmacy „ 6619 12 

F cr dows p Oanum y 778336 

Ai Asemaphannacy 637055 

Nairoekh pharmacy 623672 

AiSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoub pharmacy 64«45 

Stunriani phar macy 637660 

Naja> pharmacy 847632 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 30. Aqaba 40. Humidity readmp: 
Amman 27 per cent. Aqaba 33 per 
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^tter from Vienna 

World - ~~ 

Conference on 
Human Rights 

By Waited Sa’adi 

BOSNIA'S FOREIGN MINISTER'S impassioned appeal Tues- 

f °L S 7u acuon 10 hel P 0ut his beleaguered people in several 
P a j£? took participants by surprise. 

, *5® reacl, 9 n was a ^ so sw ift and spontaneous, culminating in an 
almost unanimous endorsement of the Bosnian call for an 
acuon-onented step by the United Nations Security Council. 

Tne first to react to the emotional appeal of the Bosnian foreign 
immster was the foreign minister of Costa Rica who immediately 
took the floor and called on the conference to heed the proposal. 

Next followed the Jordanian delegation when Senator Leila 
Sharar seconded the support for the Bosnian demand. 

Many other delegations followed suit, including the foreign 
ministers of severai Arab countries, notably Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Lebanon. 

Many foreign ministers from the Muslim World als o voiced 
their support. 

endorsement, of the Bosnian call was almost universal. 
Until that point in time there was little action in the conference 
room, m spite of several keynote' speeches from several personali- 
ties and heads or state including His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali. PLG 
passer Arafat, former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, 
U;S ; Secretary of Stare Warren Christopher and a score of foreign 
ministers ffom all comers of the world. 

The , rea l action is being conducted by the drafting committee 
which is busy putting the final touches on a declaration soon to be 
called the Vienna Declaration in a manner reminiscent of the 
Tehran Declaration 25 years ago. 

• Meanwhile, the plenary of the conference state and prime 
ministers or foreign ministers are expected to make their positions 
dear on the vexing issues dividing the developed ffom the 
developing worlds. 

Many staunch supporters of human rights are now lowering the 
level of their expectations by admitting that the most that can be 
hoped for is the cementing of what has already been achieved 
internationally in human rights endeavours. 

Should this objective be attained, then all would not be lost as 
far as the cause of human rights is concerned. 

But should the developing countries succeed in diminishing the 
already adopted standards on human rights, then the Vienna 
conference could indeed be look upon as a reversal in the pursuit 
of human rights. 

Tiil now there is strong sentiment in favour of avoiding any 
serious setbacks or turning tbe clock of human rights back under 
the pressure of states with dismal human rights records. 

Such countries are exploiting all sorts of pretexts including the 
arguments of peculiar cultural circumstances and their economic 
underdevelopment as excuses for the adoption of less stringent 
human rights norms. 

Such a posture is weakening in the Vienna conference since 
most of the U.N. members are already treaty-committed to the 
existing standard of human rights. 

There is simply no legal way out of the present commitments 
and the undemocratic states of the world know this only too well. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

■ : . ■- i-. > : T s-R f«— - 5 f •• • >• • •: 

Exhibit^ ojF.jggintiisgs by, artists. Nawal AbduUafa Kattan and . 
Dodl iabbaa at the Fceach Cultural, Centre,. • V 

EthibitSdtir oi>£jhpanese i paintings and photos at the Royal 
s ‘ •■CuJlaraUeedfte. ^ ' r " - 

£ Paintings by Salem AJ Dabbagh, Hi mat All and Karim Rassan 
at the Abdul Hanwed Shorn an Foundation Gallery. 

FIELD TRIP 

-& field trip organised by the Friends of Archaeology to Aqaba 
and Hunveira on Thursday and Friday. Departure will be at 3 
p.si. from Amra Hotel parking lot. For information call FOA 
centre, tel. 696682. 

FILM 

☆ 1959 comedy film entitled “Operation Pettieoat'' , at 6 p.m. at 
tbe American Centre (120 minutes) 


Brotherhood bloc urges 





By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc at the Lower 
House of Parliament Wednesday 
urged tbe release of political de- 
tainees it alleges the government 
is holding in violation of the law. 

These detainees include Jorda- 
nian citizens who recently re- 
turned home “after providing 
humanitarian assistance- to 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan,” 
spokesman of the bloc Ibrahim 
Khreisat told the Jordan Times. 

Minister 
looks into 
farmers^ 


In a statement issued Wednes- 
day, the bloc also demanded that 
the government refrain from 
arresting citizens “except in 
accordance with the law and 
announce that Jordanians living 
abroad can return to the country, 
where they will be treated accord- 
ing to the law.” 

Minister of Interior Salameh 
Ham mad declined comment on 
the alleged arrests. 

Mr. Khreisat accused the gov- 
ernment of failing to fulfil earlier 
promises it made to the bloc that 
it would end these practices. 
“Despite (Brotherhood de- 


puties') feeling that the govern- 
ment gives promises to end these 
practices, the real situation does 
not reflect these promises,” said 
the statement. 

Mr. Khreisat claimed that tens 
of Jordanians firing abroad have 
not-been allowed to return home 
and those who returned were 
arbitrarily arrested by security 
authorities who, the bloc 
claimed, were still intervening in 
the appointment of citizens and 
confiscating property. 

Members of the Brotherhood 
bloc, the largest at the House, 
last month met with former Prime 


Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
who they said gave them assur- 
ances that “a suitable solution" 
would be found to the problem of 
Jordanians who were detained 
upon return from Afghanistan. 

“The government did not im- 
plement these assurances and 
many are still detained,” said Mr. 
Khreisat. 

Mr. Khreisat, who acknow- 
ledged that some of the 15 de- 
tainees whose release the 
Brotherhood demanded in May 
were freed, claimed that an un- 
specified number of Jordanians 
are still behind bars. He said the 


Brotherhood learned of their 
arrest from their relatives. 

Mr. Khreisat earlier told the 
Jordan Times that none of the 
alleged detainees were among 
Arab nationals who were expel- 
led by Pakistan in a crackdown on 
foreign militants who had fought 
along with the Afghan Mujahe- 
deen to topple the Communist 
regime of President Najibullah in 
Kabul. 

“Government should deal with 
Jordanians returning from Afgha- 
nistan as loyal citizens who... 
performed their duty on behalf of 
their people and country," the 


Brotherhood said in the state- 
ment. 

“For that." said the statement, 
“they deserve proper recognition 
and not be thrown in jail." 

The Brotherhood had earlier 
said it did not object lo the 
questioning of returnees from 
Afghanistan but sees no reason' 
for their detention. 

"(The returnees from Afgha- 
nistan) could (be) allowed’ to 
return home and then summoned 
for questioning. There is no need 
for detaining them." Mr. 
Khreisat said. 


Women’s union plans 
to attract new members 


needs 


MAFRAQ (Petra) — Agricul- 
ture Minister Marwan Kamal 
Wednesday said the ministiy is 
working diligently on opening 
new markets for Jordanian agri- 
cultural produce via agreements 
with other countries and barter 
deals. 

In a meeting with farmers from 
tbe northern badia (desert) re- 
gions and A1 Mafraq go ve mo- 
rale, Dr. Kamal said the ministry 
was ready to receive any sugges- 
tions or complaints by farmers to 
overcome obstacles facing this 
sector. 

He also expressed his confi- 
dence in Jordanian fanners, voic- 
ing pride in the achievements of 
the agricultural sector in the 
Kingdom. 

At the outset of the meeting, 
the minister was briefed on the 
farmers' demands, namely their 
calls for subsidising fuel used in 
agricultural, speeding up work in 
the tomato paste factory in Maf- 
raq govemorate, rescheduling the 
‘farmers’ debts, allowing the ex- 
port of watermelons and barter- 
ing agricultural produce. 

Industry chamber 
requests workers’ 
wage rates set 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman 
Chamber of Industry Wednesday 
demanded that -the Labour Minis-; 
•try form • 'a%3flmrffihe& ’'grouping ! 
private-aiid-public (sefefors to ser 
•rates for wotkeit"-"wfc§es in Jof-! 
dan. " "" . ‘ 1 •; 

These wages should" be reason- 
able and acceptable to the em- 
ployers and the workers, said 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan, the 
chamber’s president at a meeting 
with Labour Minister Khaled 
Ghzawi. 

Noting that the chamber was 
cooperating with the labour 
ministry and the Vocational 
Training Corporation (VTC) in 
training students, Mr. Abu Has- 
san said that such practice is 
aimed at securing skilled workers 
for the Jordanian market. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The General 
Union of Jordanian Women 
(GUJW) is preparing a new set of 
regulations aimed at absorbing 
larger numbers of women as 
members in their individual 
capacity or as representatives of 
various organisations into 
GUJW, President Haifa Abu 
Ghazaleh announced Wednes- 
day. 

Dr. Abu Ghazaleh told a press 
conference that the union has 
plans for opening several com- 
munity and development centres 
in the govemorate and centres for 
vocational training of women. 

These centres are being plan- 
ned to help women find work in 
the local labour market or to 
enable them to start household 
projects and handicrafts, which 
the union would later help to 
market, explained Dr. Abu Gha- 
zaleh. 


Furthermore, she said, the un- 
ion, in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education has opened 
several adult and literacy centres, 
cultural clubs and children's lib- 
raries. 

The union continues to de- 
mand from Parliament the intro- 
duction of laws to protect 
women's rights and the amend- 
ment of those considered unjust 
and unfavourable to women, she 
said. 

One law which the union seeks 
to amend concerns health insur- 
ance which, Dr. Abu Ghazaleh 
maintained ought to include be- 
nefits for working women's chil- 
dren. 

On the pan-Arab front. Dr. 
Abu Ghazaleh said the union has 
been active in rallying support for 
the Palestinian people and their 
intifada through several activities 
to raise funds for them. 


Minister urges- Greece id hmy 
Jordanian produce 9 medicines 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Industry and 
Trade Minister Bassam A! Sakei 
Wednesday urged Greece to ad- 
just tbe current balance of trade 
with Jordan by buying the King- 
dom’s fruits, vegetables and 
medicines, and increasing iu im- 
ports of Jordanian phosphate and 
potash. 

Addressing a delegation repre- 
senting the Greek- Arab Chamber 
of Commerce, led by John Cassi- 
matis, Dr. Sake! said that joint 
industrial ventures can also help 
boost trade between the two sides 
and increase exports. 

Mr. Cassimatis, who arrived in 
Amman, after visits to Lebanon 
and Syria, to discuss trade and 


economic cooperation, is accom- 
panied by Mohammad Ai 
Sayyed, the chamber's secretary 
general, and 20 Greek business- 
men representing 16 industrial 
firms. 

He expressed hope that the two 
sides will reach an understanding 
for increasing the volume of 
Jordanian products sold to 
Greece. 

Mr. Sayyed said Greece con- 
tinues to import large quantities 
of Jordanian; phosphate, but he 
hoped that the two sides will 
reach agreement on setting up a 
joint maritime company that 
would operate regularly between 
Aqaba and Greek ports to help 


boost exchange and adjust ihc 
balance of trade. 

Currently Jordan sells S4 mil-' 
lion worth of products to Greece, 
but imports S24 million worth of 
Greek goods. 

The Jordan News Agency 1 . Pet: 
ra. reported that the two sides 
discussed the prospects of Greei: 
regular transport and refrigerated 
trucks transiting through Jordan 
to carry Jordanian products to 
Greece and European destina- 
tions on their return trips from 
the Gulf states. _ 

The two sides also discussed 
cooperation in organising trade 
fairs. 




Pontifical mission seeks for 4 
relief supplies for Iraq | Staff 


asters 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The Pontifical Mis- 
sion for Palestine, which has been 
collecting and channelling relief 
supplies to the people of Iraq, is 
making fresh efforts at the Euro- 
pean and American level to en- 
sure further shipments of food 
and medicine to Iraq, according 
to mission Amman office Direc- 
tor Father William Corcoran. 

The efforts are spearheaded by 
Cardinal Achille Silvestrini, pre- 
fect of congregations for Oriental 
“churches; who last month visited 
'loird&h ' arid' Iraq " to" 1 "discuss " tfte 
j’reflieP^pefations-'for^he -Iraqi 
“peBplev Fr:' Gofcoran'lbld ’the 
Jordan "Times Wednesday. ■* 

Upon the directives and under 
the supervision of Cardinal Sil- 
vestrini, the mission plans to 
approach Germany, Sweden, Ita- 
ly and other European nations 
along with the United States and 
Canada to urge them to contri- 
bute more relief supplies to the 
Iraqi people; and a meeting to be 
held in Rome in the next few days 
will discuss the plan, said Fr. 
Corcoran. 

“I am heading for the Rome 
meeting Thursday to urge that 
more supplies be forthcoming in 


view of the situation I have just 
witnessed during my week-long 
visit this month to Baghdad, Bas- 
ra and other areas in Iraq.” noted 
Fr. Corcoran. 

“My mission carried $150,000 
worth of medicines to Iraq, of 
which two-thirds were delivered 
to the government hospital in 
Baghdad and the rest to a 
Chaldean-run paediatrics hospital 
in Basra," Fr. Corcoran said. 

In Iraq, he said, people, espe- 
cially children, suffer from mal- 
nutrition and they are generally 
poor, but the worst. are-a'WBasra 
which lacks, proper agricultural 
projects;- unlike 4 '! hfr situation in 
Mosul "’arid otfief ’afea5 of the 
north.- "" V ' 1 : • ; 

In " his earlier trip to Iraq, Fr. 
Corcoran took shipments of chil- 
dren’s milk which were distri- 
buted in several regions. 

“In our efforts to alleviate the 
sufferings of the poor and the 
sick," said Fr. Corcoran, "we 
have found very close coopera- 
tion on the part of the Iraqi- 
government." 

He said that during his visit he 
toured several vocational training 
projects run or supported and 
financed by the Vatican and its 
affiliated institutions in Iraq. 


! By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Central Bank 
I of Jordan (CEJ) Governor 
Mohammad Saeed A! Nabulsi 
Wednesday laid the cornerstone 
.for a complex that will serve as 
the permanent headquarter for 
Institute of Banking Studies 
(IBS). 

The Haddadin engineering and 
contracting firm will build the 
complex at a cost of JD 1.5 
million. » 

The complex will be con- 
structed on eight dunums in Tlaa 
Al Ali, western district of Am- 
man r and comprise a total area of 
ty,flUfJ'"squa. r e metres which will 
include administration units, 
leaching halls, a library and a 
multipurpose hail, together with 


a cafeteria and a health clinic, 
according to Adib Haddad, the 
institute's dean. 

Work on the project is to start 
immediately. but will only be 
finished by the middle of 1994. 
said. Dr. Haddad. 

In laying the cornerstone for 
the project. Dr. Nabulsi expressed 
hope that the new headquarters 
wouid offer better facilities for 
training employers in banks and 
financial institutions in Jordan. 

Dr. Nabulsi voiced the CBJ’s 
appreciation for the contributions 
made by Jordanian banks to- 
wards financing the project. 

Dr. Haddad told the Jordan 
Times that the local commercial 
banks have pledged "to'provide 60 
per cent of the total cost of the 
* profject. • ‘ 

“We are indeed looking for- 


ward to the day when we become 
able tc transform the institutc- 
into a full fledged, specialised 
university, awarding bachelor 
degrees to graduates in banking" 
and financial studies," said Dr. 
Haddad. 

• Noting that the institute was 
founded in 1970, Dr. Haddad; 
said that it has graduated 932 
students to the end of 1992. 

He said, in 1993, the institute" 
plans to hold 60 training courses 
and seminars for the benefit of 
bank employees in Jordan. 

So far, he said, the institute has 
held 26 of these courses and 
seminars, attended by 400 em- 
ployees. 

The present institute has been 
temporarily haused at the Central 
Bank premises in downtown Am- 
man. 


The Notional Music Conservatory 


THE WORLD OF OPEN SYSTEMS 
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( ' JlMCent Trading and Contracting Co. 

3rd. circle. Prince Mohammad St. Phone 644246 


International Computers Limited ( ICL ), is a' U.K. based 
computer manufacturer and a member of the Fujitsu group of 
companies, thus forming the second largest computer 
corporation worldwide, and which by the year 2000 aims to take 
premier position. 

ICL is the only Information Technology company able to offer 
the most open operating system UNIX SVR4 across its entire 
product range, from PCs through the mid-range, to mainframes. 
ICL is also the first to achieve X/Open certification across its 
entire hardware product range. ICL offers a straight forward 
approach, covering the platform, development tools and 
application software. 

ICL DRS 6000 RISC servers are designed to exploit the high 
performance and scaleability of the SPARC/RISC technology. 

integrated performance, scalable power, engineered for 
efficiency. 


Cours_es_JaIv 17 — August in (registra- 
tion deadline: June 30) 

INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION on; cello, 
clarinet darboukka, double bass, drum set 
flute, guitar, (classical), oud, piano, sax- 
onone, trombone, trumpet, viola and violin. 
Open to students ages: 7 and above. Op- 
tions: 

fi? 4 sessions of I hour JD 40 
3% sessions of 1/2 hours JD 40 
£ T 8 sessions of 5/4 hours JD 60 
£ii? S sessions of 1 hour JD 80 
IS 1 2 sessions of 5/4 hour JD 90 
An additional fee of JD 10 for piano stu- 
dents. 

ORCHESTRAL TRAINING: An op- 
portunity to rehearse perform selections 
from the wide spectrum of orchestral lit- 
erature. Open by audition to all qualified stu- 
dents of orchestral instruments. 

BB 12 sessions of 1 hour JD 40 

COACHING IN CHAMBER MUSIC. 
Opportunities to participate in chamber mu- 
sic ensembles (piano duets; violin; viola; cel- 
lo or double bass & piano; flute, clarinet, 
horn, trumpet or trombone &. piano; string 
quartet - 2 violins, viola & cello. 

£73 sessions of 3/4 hour JD 60 
An additional fee of JD 10 for ensembles of 
one orchestral instrument and piano. 

THEORY OF MUSIC. Open to students 
preparing for the Written Examinations 
(Grade: 1-6) of the Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM), sched- 
uled next November. Students preparing 
these grades for the first time are given 
placement tests. 

88 1 2 sessions of 3/4 hour JD 36 

aural training, music reading 

AND DICTATION. Open to students who 
wish to develop their hearing, reading and 
writing music skills particularly those pre- 
paring for the Aural requirements (Grades: 
1-5) of the Associated Board of the Royal 
schools (.ABRSM). 




B 12 sessions of 3/4 hour JD 36 
MUSIC THROUGH COMPUTERS 
Level I. Participants will be trained through 
computer facilities to immediately rec- 
ognize, read and play music notations. Mini- 
mum age of participants is 8 years. 

Level II: Participants will be trained to 
CTeate, record and edit music using Voyetra 
Sequencer Plus Gold. 

Minimum age of participants is 13 years. 

® 12 sessions of 3/4 hour JD 36 

MOVEMENT AND DANCE: An op- 
portunity for females of ail ages to be trained 
in basic movements of modem and folk 
dance, jazz and ballet. 

B 8 sessions of 90 mins. JD 50 

MUSIC CRITICISM: A special course 
open only :o adults interested in developing 
stalls to understand, analyze, compare and 
criticize music compositions and per- 
formances. 

ffl 12 sessions of 2 hours JD 40 
WORKSHOPS 

June 20 — July 10 (registration deadline: 
June 1 7 » 

OUD IMPROVISATION : HOW TO PLAY 
IT AND TEACH IT. 

Guest clinician: Munir Bashir 
Level I: Open to amateur oud piayers. 

1 5 sessions of 1 hour JD 75 

Level H: Open to professional oud piayers 

and teachers. 

S 15 sessions of 2 hours JD i50 

August 2 — 14 (registration deadline; June 
30") 

STRINGS ACCORDING TO THE HOL- 
LAND METHOD 
Clinician: Mohammad Fadl 
Open in-service and prospective string teach- 
ers who plan to develop their teaching skills 
in private and group situations. 

B 10 sessions of 3 hours JD 75 

It is regretted that late registration cannot 
be considered. 





. The National Music Conservatory 
... NoorAl Hussein Foundation . 

Atiytt Building behind the Embassy, of Kuwait 
Jabal Amman, P.O. Box 926687 
Tel: 687620. Fax: 687621 
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Killings that need not be 


KUWAIT has ail the reasons in the world to be bitter 
about Iraq's invasion of 1990-1991. The brutality of a 
“brotherly” occupation and the loss of life and 
property that resulted from that action cannot be 
easily forgotten or forgiven. But any bitterness should 
not be used as an excuse to take revenge against 
individuals from any country whose only crime was to 
sympathise with the wrong party. The 10 Palestinian- 
Jordanians, whom Kuwait has recently sentenced to 
death for ‘‘collaborating’' with the Iraqi invaders, 
should not be sacrificed for the Kuwaiti regime’s 
ineptness to rationally and courageously deal with the 
crisis that led to occupation, and to the Gulf war 
afterwards. The 10 allegedly belong to the pro-Iraq 
Arab Liberation Front (ALF) and therefore, like any 
soldier, cannot be totally responsible for their actions. 
Furthermore, none of them was found guilty of direct 
killing of Kuwaiti nationals, (t is therefore neither 
morally nor legally right to sentence them to death, let 
alone hang them. The ALF has already issued a 
warning against the enforcement of the sentence. That 
would mean a wave of revenge and counter-revenge, 
which can only worsen the cycle of violence and 
perpetuate enmity among brothers. 

Instead, Kuwait must ask itself the crucial question: 
Why should young Arabs — Palestinian, Jordanian or 
whatever — who for long resided in Kuwait, would 
find fit to sympathise with an occupation force? The 
answer to this question requires deep soul searching 
that would be useful and healthy for the future of 
Kuwait itself and the Kuwaitis. 

Upon asking the right questions, Kuwaitis will 
probably find that they are partly to blame for what 
had happened and what iiad led to it. But Kuwaitis can 
choose not to ask themselves any questions that might 
lead them to opt for reconciliation instead of con- 
frontation. Remaining as they are under foreign 
protection they might think that they can still go in 
doing things the same old way and get away with it. 
But they, with whatever Arab blood in their views, 
should remember that violence breeds violence and 
revenge leads to more blood being spilled. On the other 
hand, the world at large is increasingly shunning the 
method of state murder, capital punishment. More 
and more nations are choosing to abolish capital 
punishment even against perpetrators of the most 
heinous crimes, just as more people are today more 
inclined to believe that the taking of life for a crime is a 
crime in itself. Time and again “justice" was found to 
be flawed and time and again convicts were found not 
guilty. Even in countries with advanced investigation 
techniques and long judicial experience it was some- 
times easy to prove that the system can make mistakes, 
which could not be remedied if the convicts were 
executed. For these reasons and more we think it 
would be wise that the Kuwaiti crown prince should 
think of all these arguments before endorsing the 
court's ruling and inflict irreparable damage and 
immense sufferings on others. r 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Wedne«dav du- nn Prince Hassan's address to 
the World Ccnfcrei. lights held in Vienna, 

reiterating his appeal to the world to exert efforts for helping not 
only the poor and the sick, but also those who suffer from human 
rights abuse. The address urged those who are in a good position 
to do good to other human beings to rally to end the sufferings of 
millions who stc under the yoke of persecution and repression 
and are deprived of their basic human rights, said the paper. The 
Prince's comprehensive address was not a mere appeal to the 
feelings, it is rather a very important document for the world 
ccmmunitv to heed and to work in unison to end Che suffering, the 
poverty and the backwardness that is widespread in the world 
around us, the paper continued. The Prince warned against 
sufficing ourselves with mere speeches, urging immediate action 
since repression cannot be removed by words alone, the paper 
said. The world conference in Vienna, added the paper, is a 
Eolden opportunity for the governments, non-governmental 
organisations and other groups to chart programmes aiming to 
end repression, remove injustice and alleviate the sufferings of 
millions of oppressed people, the paper said. 


THE FACT that Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani has won 
44 per cent of the votes in the Iranian presidential election and not 
63 per cent, as in the previous election, is a dear indication that 
something is changing in the political, economic and social scene 
in Iran, said a columnist in AI Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday. 
Mahmoud Rimawi noted that for the first time there were rivals 
for presidency and that only 34 per cent of the electorate had 
turned out to cast ballots, unlike the previous election when there 
was no apparent opposition and the turnout was overwhelming. 
The writer also pointed out that Mr. Rafsanjani was able to win 
because he had control over the media, especially radio and 
television, which were geared to promote his ideas. It was also 
noted that the opposition candidates were all liberals and no 
extremist Islamists were on the candidacy list, which means that 
the political trend in Iran is changing, argued the writer. In this 
election. Mr. Rafsanjani has found himself facing a tree opposi- 
tion. and the writer, adding that it would be interestisng to see 
whether the liberal opposition would finally have the upper hand 
in the country and whether this trend would help improve 
relations with the neighbouring Arab states. 


'For war and troubles one side is enough, but peace needs twosides_ 

- • — . J 


There is an opportunity to start solving, 
the Palestinian- Israeli conflict, says Rabin 


In the first interview ever of an 
Israeli prime minister with a 
Palestinian newspaper , Daoud 
Knttab asks questions to Yitzhak 
Rabin. The interview appeared m 
AI Quds on June 10, 1993. 


Question: Do you have any good 
news for Palestinians that we can 
publish in our newspaper? 
Answer: I believe that the good 
news is that we are ready on the 
basis of the letters of invitation to 
the Madrid conference to conduct 
negotiations that would lead to 
reaching an agreement with the 
Palestinian delegation the way it 
was formed — I was not prune 
minister at the time — but which 
was accepted by Palestinians. To 
bring about the interim agree- 
ment as it was called in the letter 
of invitation Interim Self Gov- 
erning Arrangements (ISGA) in 
the territories. We look at it as 
phase number one. As an interim 
agreement for no longer than five, 
years and to start not later than 
the third year after its establish- 
ment negotiations for permanent 
solution based on 242 and 338 in 
accordance to the various inter- 
pretations. I believe that the first 
is the most important one be- 
cause our intention is to bring 
about change in the life of Palesti- 
nians in the territories in the way 
that the basic perception is: 

1. Almost all the functions that 
today are carried out by the civil 
administration of the military 
government of Israel vis-a-vis the 
Palestinians will be transferred to 
an executive council that will be 
elected by the Palestinians. We 
believe in elections but it is up to 
you no one can force anybody to 
elect but this is our proposal. 

2. We will remain responsible 
for the lives of Israelis in the 
territories and will remain re- 
sponsible for the overall security. 
The Israeli forces will redeploy m 
accordance to its security needs 
and all the duties of the civil 
administration will be transferred 
to the hands of die executive 
council. We stress that it will not 
be a parliament but an executive, 
as an interim agreement. What 
will be in the permanent period, 
let us wait till the negotiations 
start. By changing the present 
situation.which means that all the 
problems health, education, agri- 
culture, interior, relating to the 
lives of Palestinians — justice 
courts, prisons.” 

Q: What are the exceptions? 

A; Look, whatever is related to 
the lives of the Palestinians, we 
see in addition — not separation 
‘of the population from the areas 
that they are inhabiting. We 
speak about not territorial divi- 
sion but division of management 
of land. 

Q: You said that most of the 
authorities of the civil administra- 
tion will be turned over, what 
powers wfll be exempted? 

A: I don't want to say. It looks 
to me that almost all. 

Q: What are the exceptions? 

A: I don't believe that at this 
stage it is important. It has to be 
reached in the negotiations. But 
this is the principle. Palestinians 
will run their affairs and we will 
be responsible for the Israelis. 
Not big numbers. I believe that 
we accept the principle that all 
private land owned by Palesti- 
nians will be managed by Palesti- 
nians. Might be here and there to 
prevent friction certain limita- 
tions on the (land) use. If today 
there is a farm near a settlement, 
not to change it from fanning to 
building to prevent friction. But 
otherwise this is the agreement 
that we are proposing. 

Q: Mr. Rabin do yon have a 
riskm as to what wfll happen to 
the areas in 15 years? 

A: I believe that there are 
many options. It all depends on 
how the first phase that will allow 
Palestinians to run their affairs in 
the way it was not proposed 
before not by Jordan when it was 
in occupation of the West Bank 
not by Egypt who was in occupa- 
tion in the Gaza Strip. There is a 
basic difference in Israel and I 
will be frank with you. the Likud 
sets as its goal the whole land of 
Israel. I. as a Jew. believe in the 
right of the Jewish people all over 
the land of Israel, but 1 have to be 
realistic. I don't want to annex, 
not territory, but 1.8 million 
Palestinians who reside in the 
territories to reside in Israel. 
Therefore, I am not a supporter 
of the whole land of Israel, at the 
same time I don't accept that in 
the context of a permanent solu- 
tion »e have to withdraw to the 
p re- 1967 war lines. We would like 
to keep Jerusalem united under 
Israel sovereignty. There might 
be changes here and there to 
what usea to be to meet some 
security aspects of Israel, but we 
will not want to add too many 
Palestinians to be part of Israel. 

Q: So you don’t see annexation 
as a possibility after the five year 
interim period? 

A: Total annexation by no 
means. 


Q: So annexation b not an 
option. 

A: It is not an option. 

Q: So then what b your vision 
for the future? 

A: I believe that if we will 
succeed in the first phase, confi- 
dence will be built, emotions on 
both sides, hatred and suspicion 
will be reduced many options 
might be open. One, certain link- 
age between the majority of the 
parts of the territories would be 
[inked with some sort of coopera- 
tion with Jordan if there will be a 
possibility of having Israel the 
Palestinians and Jordan in some 
set up. We have found, for exam- 
ple, as a result of the closure how 
much the economy of the Palesti- 
nians in the territories is depen- 
dent on work, business, commer- 
cial ties with Israel. 

Q: This was the policy of aU 
previous governments hi bred to 
make the Palestinian economy de- 
pendent on Israel. Why would it 
be different now? 

A: Now I am ready. 

Q: Now but not iu the past 

A: I was ready when I was 
minister of defence. I went to 
speak to everybody. If tomorrow 
Saudi Arabia wants to invest 
billions of dollars for the Palesti- 
nians in the territories in coopera- 
tion with Palestinians abroad, I 
would more than welcome it. 

Q: Since the closure why have 
you not fadped make business 
relations easier with Jordan? 

A: I can't decide for Jordan. I 
can do what I can. I spoke to the 

Americans and to the Euro- 


peans. 

- Q: What about what brad can 
do, why for example we pay more 
tow fai the West Bank Hum in 
bred? 

A: It is not true. 

Q: The tax rates are higher 
than in Israd and there b a case in 
tiie high court on this. 

A: Give me one example. 


“I believe that first 
and foremost we had 
an agreement, with 
the Americans, that 
Jerusalem, the united 
Jerusalem, wiB not be 
included in the in- 
terim agreement 
under the executive 
council. This is part of 
Israel and therefore it 
will not he discussed 
as an issue during the 
interim period.” 


Q: For example if you make in 
the West Bank 800 shekels you 
have to pay taxes, in Israd you 
can make 1,200 shekels and not 
have to pay taxes. The cut off 
point in the West Bank is lower. 

A: We have to sustain the 
education and the health system. 

Q: To have a higher tax system 
in the West Bank which has a 
lower economy than Israd, that is 
not fair. 

A: Look, there are two op- 
tions; that we are one entity, then 
it would be against our interna- 
tional commitment to keep the 
future of the territories subject to 
negotiations, therefore they are 
not part of Israel in the foimal 
way. They are under military 
government. Once they are under 
military government, the laws are 
different. It is not sharing the 
total resources of Israel and the 
Palestinians into one budget. 
Once it is divided, and I am not 
aware of any Arab people or 
any Arab country that supports 
thar Israel will annex for this 
purpose the territories. Once it is 
divided then it has to be run by 
different rales. You have your 
economy you are dependent on 
workers in Israel. Before the 
closure, 120,000 Palestinians 
worked in Israel. I believe that 
their salaries represented one 
third of the Gross National Pro- 
duct (GNP) of the Palestinians in 
the territories. I believe their 
salaries reached $700 million a 
year while your exports to Jordan 
and via Jordan were about $100 
million. 

Q: You can said a container to 
London cheaper than you can 
send a truck to Amman because 
of the fees 

A: That is not true. We have 
reduced the fees since March. 
When we cancelled the 250 
shekels exit tax for Israelis, we 
reduced the same amount from 
the fees of the travellers to Jor- 
dan. 

Q: But li b still my expensive. 

A: It has to cover the expenses 
that an Israeli pays to a travel 
agent tax to sustain the ports 
here, or any tourist who comes 
here what is normal all over the 
world if you come by ship or by 
air or you come by land. 

Qz You sak! that tbc interim 
period wiH not be more than five 


yean, there are Palestinians who 
doubt this. One American ex- 
pert has said that the interim 
phase could last 20 years. What 
are the guarantees? 

A: The guarantee is that wc will 
sign a peace treaty. We don’t 
want an interim agreement for a 
long time. This is why we say that 
negotiations will start at least at 
the beginning of the third year. 
Which leaves three years for 
negotiations for permanent solu- 
tion. We hope that once there 
will be a change, once there will 
be also peace agreements with 
other Arab countries, the 
whole issue can be fadliiiated 
from the point of view of the 
Israelis, and I just speak for 
Israelis. I don't speak in the name 
of otheis. 

Q: Would you agree, like the 
Likud government did, on bind- 
ing arbitration if there b no solu- 
tion at the end of the five year 
interim period? 

A: There is no binding arbitra- 
tion agreed by anyone. 

Q: What about Taba? It was 
resolved by means of binding 
arbitration. 

A: Taba was a very small area, 
it was 600 square metres. 

Q: But what about the principle 
of arbitration? 

A: We don't accept arbitration 
as a principle because we believe 
that the responsibility to put an 
end to the conflict, to wars, vio- 
lence and terror, must be the 
responsibility of the parties. 

Q: Good, but what if they fail to 
reach an agreement? 

A: I don't believe in arbitra- 
tion. I don't want imposition on 
you and I don't want the imposi- 
tion' on us. 


Q: Can yon tdl us what you 
mean by “Gaza first"? 

A: I believe that once we will 
reach an agreement on the princi- 
ple of what is the interim agree- 
ment, I am ready to start it on 
both sides. If we both agree with, 
let us start first in Gaza but only 
as part of an agreement about the 
principle and structure for the 
interim agreement for both 
(areas) to the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, but first we have to 
reach agreement about the struc- 
ture and responsibilities of the 
interim arrangements. Who has 
to do what, what are the median- 
isms of findKng solutions whenev- 
er there are differences, but be- 
tween us. 

Q: In today’s papers you are 
quoted as saying that the Palesti- 
nians are causing trouble reaching 
decisions. Don’t you think that it 
is easier to resolve this problem by 
admitting what your government 
and the Likud government knows 

— that you are already negotiat- 
ing with the FLO? So why not 
declare this and make things 
easier? 

A: How can I put it in a nice 
way. (lights a cigarette given to 
him by an aide). I believe that 
since we deal at this stage with 
interim agreement related more 
specifically with the Palestinians 
in the territories, we have to 
negotiate with a delegation which 
is composed of Palestinians. 
From our point of view, they can 
speak with whomever they want, 
as long as they are the negotiating 
team and with them we will have 
to reach an agreement and to 
carry it out. The negotiations are 
on two levels. The bilateral and 
the multilateral. On the multi- 
lateral, I said that when there is a 
committee, that deals with the 
problem of refugees, and we will 
claim that there are two problems 

— the problem of the Palestinian 
refugees and the problem of the 
Jewish refugees from the Arab 
countries. There I said I prefer to 
see the representation of Palesti- 
nians who are not residing in 
what used to be' British manda- 
tory Palestine and we accepted to 
this committee representatives of 
Palestinians that are not residents 
of the territories. The same thing 
goes for the economic committee. 
This is the change that this gov- 
ernment has brought about vis-a- 
vis the formula. As you re- 
member, the two committees 
were not in operation when the 
former government of Israel was 
in power. These committees are 
now active because 1 said that I 
will stress that Palestinians in the 
refugee committee must be those 
who are considered refugees. 

Q: Wbai would you do if mem- 
bers of tbc Palestine National 
Council from the occupied terri- 
tories are declared? 

A: I believe that they are wise 
enough — those who are sup- 
posed to be members of the PNC 

— not to do so, 

Q: But what Is they did, if It was 
announced? 

A: Since it is illegal we would 
have to take measures. 

Q*. So yon wid stop negotiating? 

A: I didn't say I will stop 
negotiating. I said we would have 
to take measures. 1 didn't say 
what kind. 

Q: You talked about elections. 
Bow can there be elections if there 
are no political parties allowed 


and if there is no radio and 
television? 

A: First, if there will be a 
decision, we would have to agree 
about the modalities of the elec- 
tions, whether they will be re- 
gional, within territories, regional 
West Bank and Gaza — there are 
many options. We are waiting to 
start negotiations about that. 

Q: So you can envision political 
parties becoming legal? 

A: It depends on what kind. If 
they are regional, then it will be 
individual. We have not yet 
started to discuss that. It is not 
because we don’t. It is because 
the delegation was not authorised 
to do it. Then there will be a 
system of campaigning, then 
there will be a system of monitor- 
ing. I don't mind that members of 
the U.S. Congress will come and 
monitor the elections. 

Q: Bat you are opposed to 
internationally supervised elec- 
tions? 

A: I distinguish between what 
happened in many countries. In- 
ternational supervision, no. 
Monitoring by outside, yes. 

Q: International monitored 
OK, but Internationally super- 
vised no. 

A: Yes. 

Q: What about Palestinian 
radio and TV. 

A: It will create a problem, but 
it is a matter for discussion. We 
first have to reach an understand- 
ing about the basic concept. How 
it will work. Once we reach 
agreement on that, then believe 
me, issue like those you brought 
out can be solved easily. 

Q: Would East Jerusalemites be 
aMe to elect and be elected for the 
council? 

A: I prefer that this issue be 
brought out after we reach agree- 
ment on the concept. What is the 
interim? How will it work, who 
will run it? I am not excluding the 
possibility of participation in the 
elections. 

Q: So they can elect and be 
elected? 

A: I say participation as elect- 
ing. 

Q: You reversed the policy of 
the Likud government regarding 
Mr. Hosseini. What was your 
reason? 

A: Allow me to remind you 

that when I brought out the first 
peace initiative, it was directed to 
Palestinians, because l felt that 
the time then, might be today 
also, that we should first tackle 
the Palestinian-Israeli problem. I 
made it dear then to the govern- 
ment and to the public that I 
wouldn't mind that one member 
of the delegation be a Palestinian 
that had residence in Jerusalem 
and in the territories. I didn't 
change my position, and once I 
was prime minister I saw no 
reason why I should oppose what 
1 proposed three and a half years 
ago. 

Q: So wfll other Jerusalemites 
be allowed in the delegation? 


A: We agreed about one. I 
believe this is enough for now. 

Q: There are 150,000 Palesti- 
nians living in Jerusalem. What is 
their future? 

A: Every one of them can 
become an Israeli dtizen auto- 
matically. Everyone who lives in 
Jerusalem can become a dtizen. 
there might be very few who will 
not automatically be approved. 
This has been the position of all 
the governments of Israel. T be- 
lieve that seven per cent have 
applied for citizenship, but the 
rest have preferred to remain 
Jordanian citizens. That is up to 
them. 

Q: Americans have said that the 
Issue of Jerusalem can be discus- 
sed in the interim period. Things 
like population, health, service, 
elections. So why are you opposed 
to talking about Jerusalem in lire 
interim period talks? 

A: I believe that first and fore- 
most we had an agreement, with 
the Americans, that Jerusalem, 
the united Jerusalem, will not be 
induded in the interim agreement 
under the executive counril. This 
is part of Israel and therefore it 
will not be discussed as an issue 
during the interim period. Issues 
of elections, here and there other 
issues regarding the Palestinians 
who reside in united Jerusalem 
can be done, but it is noL related 
to the basic problem that we face 
regarding the 750.000 Palesti- 
nians in Gaza and 800,000 who 
reside in the West Bank. This is 
the bulk of the problem. 

Q: Mr. Fre|J, Ure mayor of 
Bethlehem, said that it is not fair 
for the settlers from (he West 
Bank to travel to Jenudun while 
the Palestinians are not. He called 
this apartheid. What do you 
think? 

A: Once we decide what U 
allowed for the dtizens of Israel 
and what is allowed for those who 
arc not' citizens of Israel ... The 
closure that we put was to pre- 
vent freedom of movement of 
Palestinians from the territories 
and doesn't affect those Palesti- 
nians living in united Jerusalem. 

Q: The closure affects some 


Jerusalemites, like me. 

A: Where do you live? 

Q: 1 five in Kufr Aqab and I 
have to waft a long time at the 
chcckpost- , 

A: I don’t know exactly where 
the line is. It is not against inter- 
national law and it is not against 
the Geneva Convention not to 
allow freedom of movement. We 
are allowing 45.000 workers to 
come to Israel. In addition, there 
are doctors, students — we just 
allowed 1 ,200 students from Gaza 
to come to take exams in Jeru- 
salem. We allowed it. It is a 
controlled movement. It is no- 
thing against international law. 

Q: Your internal security has 
improved, so why is the closure 

continuing? . 

A: What brought it about is the 
fact that today it is controlled. 
Permissions are given on the 
merit of the request. We intend 
to see that the security is consoli- 
dated and that there is a reduc- 
tion in violence. We intend to 
increase the categories that will 
be allowed to come. For exam- 
ple, women above a certain age. 
students, doctors, lawyers, but 
we have to check it week after 
week and see the implications. 

Q: So are you saying that the 
closure will ease every week? 

A: In certain categories it might 
be. 

Q: Are the borders of the clo- 
sure the borders of the interim 
rule? 

A: They are not borders. We 
today distinguish between what is 
Israel's sovereign soil and what is 
under military government. I be- 
lieve that the whole world stres- 
sed that we keep this distinction 
because otherwise it wuld be con- 
sidered an act of annexation. 


“Likud sets as its goal 
the whole land of 
Israel. I, as a Jew, 
believe in the right of 
the Jewish people all 
over the land of Israel. 
I am not a supporter 
of the whole land of 
Israel, at the same 
time I don’t accept 
that in the context of a 
permanent solution 
we have to withdraw 
to the pre-1967 war 
lines.” 


that doesn’t «How fami lies to be 
reunited? 

\z There are a number or so 

countries. . , 

Q: Gaza Bar Association head 
Freft Abu Mwfin says that Moshe 
Arens’ period was better than 
your period. More P a lestin i an s* 
incl uding chfldrea, have been kil- 
led during your rule than before. 

He also says that Arens removed 



Q: Hanan Ashrawi says that 
Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza are held hostage by the 
Israeli government because you 
use them as a bargaining chip to 
put more pressure on the Palesti- 
nians. 

A: Not at all. I can assure you 
that if tomorrow there is no vio- 
lence, there will be no need for all 
the measures that are taken in 
coping with violence. Believe me, 
it doesn’t make me happy to keep 
a few thousand Palestinians in 
military installations or in pris- 
ons. I don't want to keep too 
many soldiers in the territories 
unless it is needed. I don’t need 
to use measures like closure of 
houses or blocking roads. I wish 
that there would be no need for 
it. But at the same time, whenev- 
er there is violence or terror I 
have ro do it. Once there wifi be 
no more. 1 promise you we will 
not do it. It costs us money, we 
don't enjoy doing it. believe me, 
quite the opposite. 

Q: You said on radio that ges- 
tures to Palestinians would be 
made only if they agreed to go to 
the talks; later you said «ba» be- 
cause they didn't sign a joint 
stat emen t, you were going to do 
something but then you stopped. 
It looks like political blackmail. 

A: I believe that the demand of 
the Palestinians every time the ' 1 
come to the negotiations, that we 
make gestures is a mistake. We 
were ready at the ninth round of 
the negotiations to have sub- 
committees. We suggested and 
the Palestinians agreed. 

Q: Palestinians claim that you 
reneged on the promise made 
before the ninth round? 

A: We made no promises to 
Palestinians. W« promised the 
Americans. 

0} The press spoke about 5,000 
family reunification cases to be 
approved, hut there are still wives 

and husbands who are not allowed 
to live together. 

■rftaT mishl * here 

■ P :Blrt *“'* y 0 " *P( out u b 
Mm mao to k«p s wife and htu- 

my ^ 

th^ndp g [“ d0n,h ^ UO,a -" ot 

h n ^L S V 0,, don ’ t h** 5 ™ that a 
husband «od wife not betas 
^Briber b inhumane? 8 

fh * : ^ " C n0t the country 
thai doesn’t allow that. ^ 

Q: Can you name one country 
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but you brought them Imre? 

A: Our struggle against terror 
has no limitations. We set op the 
checkposts because of the in- 
crease in violence. 

Q: Whey are your soldiers not 
using shields in their confront*- ■ 
Xions with Palestinian stone : 
throwers? 

A: The instructions are not to 
shoot (I am not talking about . 
plastic bullets) unless the soldiers' : 
lives are in danger. 

Q: So why not use shields? Is It 
unmanly for the soldiers? 

A: Some people ask why don’t 
we use police like in the case of 
demonstrations of students. Let 
us speak frankly. We are not the 
same entity. You and us are 
different religiously, politically 
and even. I would say, nationally. 
Therefore, it is not something 
like the demonstration of stu- 
dents in Paris or in London or in 
America. Here it is different. It is 
a confrontation between two 
different entities. Wha t is ap piio- : 
able in case of demonstration in v 
Tel Aviv it is not applicable to the 
confrontations between Israelis , 
and Palestinians. % * 

Q: That means ft is a mUtay 
occupation. 

A: As you know it is under 
military rule. 

Q: So why don't you accept the 
Geneva Conventions. 

A: We accept the spirit of the 
Geneva Convention. 

• Q: But not the letter of the 
convention. 

A: Why not? 

Q: Because deportations are not 
allowed, because you are not 
allowed to bring Pal es tinia n pris- 
oners to Israel and it is illegal to 
settle. 

A: It is not correct The first 
thing about deportations you are 
right. It is not part of the Geneva 
Convention. But allow me to. 
remind you that capital punish-, 
merit is allowed according to the 
Geneva Convention. We have-' 
tried to refrain from using it. 
There are outcries for the penal- 
ty. Although it is legal in Israel, 
we have not used it. 

Q: Some people say that your 
special units use the death penal- j 
ty. This is said by human rights/ 
organisations. 

A: I believe that everybody 
prefers temporary removal for 
two years to being hanged. 

Q: Your security forces have 
just arrested the groups you say 
are responsible for the killing of 
Toiedano. What is the justifica- 
tion in keeping the deportees in 
South Lebanon.? 

A: Because the Hamas is not , 
finished. We have no illusions. 
Hamas is a movement which has 
a strict religious perception for 
the life of the individual, society B 
and the country. They developed 
under the cover of religion and 
social activities terror groups not 
only here but also in Egypt, 
Algiers and Sudan. In this case, 
they tried to use terror to achieve^' 
their goals. In our case they want®^ 
to stop the peace negotiations. 
They want a continuous war be- 
tween us. 

Q: But you will agree to allow 
them back after a year? 

A: What I was committed to I 
will keep. 

Q: There is a political process 
going on between Israd and the 
Palestinians. There are many 
Palestinians who are administra- 
tively arrested for political 
reasons. So why not release the 
Political detainees? 

A: We have used these mea- 
sures in accordance to our law . 
which permits them. We inher- . 
ited them from the British I was 
administratively detained by the 
British for six months. 

Q: But I am not * anrl * % c 
Uk legal issue, I am talking about 
tiie political dimension. There 
were no peace negotiations be- . 
tween yon and the British that. 

A: There was no need, there 
was no war and no fighting. The 
administrative detention is not a ’ 
political measure, if is an admi- ’ 
uistrative measure. It is carried 
out only for one purpose: to 
make sure that violence will not 
be instigated, organised and car- ‘ 
No PaJcst ™ ian was tie- . 
Sl^L d v 0r pressing political 

rt 0U “r" 80 ° n *** radi0 

here and say I am for a Palesti- 
nian state, the PLO is the sole 
representative for the Palestinian 
people. 

Q: So why are they not tried? 
i aw aik>ws that they are 
2*2* f or sw months. There 
are committees that the detainee 
can appeal to and it can decide. 
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Discovery of church with rich mosaics at Petra 
forces a re-assessment of late Byzantine urbanism 


. By Rami G. Khouri 
“ Special to the Jordan Times 
T he recent discovery and ex- 
cavation at Petra of a large 
Byzantinc-era period church 
have added an important new 
attraction for visitors to the 
ancient Nabataean capital 
city; while challenging scho- 
lars to reassess the accepted 
assumptions about the fate of 
Petra ■ in the Byzantine era. 

The church’s large size, 
prominent location overlook- 
ing the central city , and 
.beautifully paved mosaic 
doors all suggest that it was a 
major ecclesiastical structure 
in the late 5th/6th centuries. 
+ perhaps even the cathedral 
* that served as the seat of the 
bishop of the Byzantine pro- 
vince of Third Palestine 
(Palaestina Tertia). We know 
from . historical texts and 
church records that Petra was 
the capital of Third Palestine, 
and that bishops from Petra 
attended four ecclesiastical 
councils in the Middle East 
between the years 347-536 
AD. 

The surface remains of the 
church were first identified in 
1990 by the late Dr. Kenneth 
■■ Russel], who noticed outlines 
of walls faintly protruding 
&om the earth's surface, and 
*"tnany small pieces of glass 
and stone (tesserae) used to 
make mosaics. He put 
together a team and arranged 
the financing to launch a ma- 
jor excavation ofthe site, but 
he died tragically in May 1992 
before the project was laun- 
ched. Pierre Bikai, director 
of the American Centre of 
Oriental Research (ACOR) 
in Amman , assumed overall 
leadership of the project , 
with the ten months of field- 
work co-directed by the 
American scholars Dr. Zbig- 
mew^Tvema -and Dr. Robert 
Schick arid^tffS l 7ordanr£rl” 
&jiofeir ]%r':*Ktih$lieh Amtjdf' 


■ qwtws~*r «,.y .van-* 

in , r ' . After, nearly one year of 

excavations and several 
Ism months of intensive restora- 

tion and conservation , the 
it nc work has uncovered a large 

pa* * church measuring 26 metres 

rifto* jppr 15 metres internally, posi- 
tioned on a orominent ledge 
•J*? north of and. directly over - 

u looking the main colonnaded 

' street in . the centre of ancient 

*■*». 

The church is a tripartite 
soft- basilica , with a long centra/ 

tees b nav& flanked by two side 

aisles, with ail three ending in 
u - inscribed apses. The internal 

Ltsios division of the church into a 

ich n ave and two aisles is created 

. by two parallel rows of eight 

“2 columns each , with capitals in 

ei0 L the ■ Corinthian , Composite 

Corinthian, and Doric styles, 
ggvii as 'well as a new type of 
so* decorated with four 

i^'o/ores; and a simple, con- 
■v «s tinuous egg-and-dart raou/d- 

.adcfS ing. It is assumed that most if 

# not ail the capitals were re- 

used, from previous struc- 
3*^ tures. The church is esti- 

■ mated to have stood 13 

^ ‘ metres high. 

nroCjS ' Each of the three aisles had 
jjjj* its bwh entrance in the west 

pri watt,.. arid, the door jambs of 

jnfctr* the middle door leading into 

,liiic4 the have are . well preserved, 

asf * The east end of the central 

apse had . a synthronon in- 
e stallation (a semi-circular 


stepped structure) with a 
large chancel podium in front 
of it — both of which ’were 
added to the church after its 
initial construction. The 
chancel podium was original- 
ly paved by white marble and 
red shale shaped in geometric 
patterns, though only a few 
fragments remain in their ori- 
ginal place. From the chancel- 
podium three marble steps 
lead down to the floor of the 
central nave (the marble for 
the steps was probably re- 
used from the external stair- 
case of the Qasr El-Bint 
Nabataean temple in the city- 
centre, which still retains 
some of its original marble 
pieces). 

The two side aisles were 
separated from their apses by 
handsome white marble 
screens decorated with 
geometric patterns and reli- 
gious symbols. Many frag- 
ments of the apse furnishing 
have been recovered and par- 
tially restored to their origin- 
al shape , including the mar- 
ble screens and posts, two 
marble columnettes, and an 
altar table. 

Outside the west wall and 
the main entrances to the 
church was a large atrium — 
a partially roofed, courtyard- 
like area paved in stone and 
surrounded on three sides by 
a colonnade, with a stone 
bench along the southern 
wall. Some religious cere- 
monies may have taken place 
in the atrium , which also 
could have accommodated 
overflow crowds during ma- 
jor religious ceremonies. 
While atriums are common in 
Byzantine churches, this one 
is unusually large — measur- 
ing 15 X 16 metres internally 
(excluding the “tower” struc- 
ture in the south-west comer 
of the atripm). (he function 
ofdte&fowepi^a rectangu- 
laemom -tisinatyet known. 
It jiqs'a stontr$l&b pavement 
and ptone, benches along the 
noirth s arid east walls. Its ori- 
ginal entrances in the north 
and east walls were blocked 
up in some subsequent phase 
of its use , but it is clearly an 
integral part of the original 
church complex and not a 
later addition or earlier relic. 
It was clearly a tower-like 
structure that was taller than 
the adjacent atrium walls, 
judging frpm its internal 
arches and the large number 
of collapsed stones inside it. 

The church and the atrium 
were also accessible through 
three doors in the north wall 
of the complex, near two or 
more rooms associated with 
. the church, but whose extent 
is not known because they 
have not been fully exca- 
vated. The southern door in 
the west wall, leading into the 
south aisle of the church, had 
a swinging-door system with 
rts bronze hinges still in situ, 
along with a charred wooden 
threshold. Flanking the cen- 
tral entrance of the church 
are beautifully decorated 
stones (crosses, floral motifs 
and medallions with human 
heads in low relief — prob- 
ably ail re-used from earlier 
buildings). In the exterior 
east wall is a Greek com- 
memorative inscription on an ■ 
upside down re-used stone 
block (the inscription men- 
tions a certain Atbemos, son 


of Makianos). Another re- 
used stone has an inscription 
mentioning the Nabataean 
King Aretas IV. 

The outer walls of the 
church are preserved up to 
three and a half metres in 
some places, though the 
workmanship of the walls is 
not particularly impressive — 
in contrast to the splendid 
interior decoration. The cen- 
tral and lower sections of the 
main walk were plastered, 
and many fragments of plas- 
ter / Tainted in red, blue and 
yellow were found in the 
rubble, though not in situ. 
Many construction elements 
(cut stones, column drums, 
capitals, door jambs, and re- 
liefs) were clearly re-used 
from ruined Nabataean and 
Roman structures in the 
vicinity. The nearby Naba- 
taean Temple of the Winged 
Lions was certainly an impor- 
tant quarry for the chinch, 
providing it with capitals and 
other architectural frag- 
ments, including column 
bases that were used to build 
the main walls. Some of the 
re-used door jambs may have 
come from the many shops 
alongside the colonnaded 
main street, which were 
known to have been aban- 
doned or ruined after the 363 
earthquake, a hill century 
before the church is believed 
to have been first built. A 
new phase of shops of lesser 
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General view of the church from the east, showing the mosaics 
of the south aisle 


metres. The mosaics are still 
being painstakingly restored 
and protected by a team of 
American and Italian conser- 
vators (Livia Alberti, Thomas 
Roby, and Noel Siver , 
assisted by two Jordanian 
trainee conservators. Fatima 
Marti and Nayef Zaban). The 
centra/ nave did not have any 
mosaics; it was paved in mar- 
ble slabs in opus sectile style, 
and is only preserved in a 



The personification of the sea in the mosaic of 
the south aisle (note the oar and the ship in the 
hands, and the fish underfoot). 

quality, and intruding onto fragmentary manner. The 
the sidewalk, were built marble stylobate, or base, for 

along the colonnaded street the northern and southern 
in the late 4th/5tb century, at rows of columns lining the 
the same time as the life of central nave is well pre- 
the church. The remains of served, 
these later shops can still be The mosaics of both aisles 
seen today m central Petra. include red vine scrolls form- 


The most striking thing ab- 
out the church is its array of 
well preserved floor mosaics 
in the northern and southern 
aisles, each mosaic floor 
measuring some 70 square 





A dose-ffp df 
floor mosaic rondels 


une of the 
with anim- 


ate, and what appears to be the 
hood of a fish on a plate ha the 
cen tra l rondel 


The mosaics of both aisles 
indude red vine scrolls form- 
ing parallel rows of round- 
elles in which are depicted 
native and exotic animals, 
geometric patterns, several 
different kinds of vessels and 
containers , and panels with a 
variety of human representa- 
tions. The panels indude 
an thropomoiphic representa- 
tions of the four seasons, the 
Ocean, Earth and Wisdom, 
and figures of fish and anim- 
als , while other section out- 
ride the panels portray ob- 
jects such as bird cages, a 
jewel box , vases, baskets, 
and vessels. The birds and 
animals include known spe- 
ries such as wild boar, 
camels, elephants, giraffes, 
and donkeys, as well as some 
mythical beasts. Persons rep- 
resented include a camel 
driver, a fisherman, and a 
flute player. Some of the 
detailing of the figures is very 
fine. The white and bright 
yellow backgrounds and the 
occasional use of glass tesserae 
give the mosaics a par- 
ticular brilliance that is also 
accentuated by the rather 
spectacular setting in the cen- 
tre of Petra. 

Thousands of glass tesserae 


found throughout the re- 
mains of the church, includ- 
ing some that were gilded, 
suggest that some parts of the 
church were brilliantly deco- 
rated. Glass mosaics prob- 
ably adorned the upper sec- 
tions of the walk, the arches 
over the column capitak, and 
the semi-dome over the cen- 
tral apse (there may also have 
been semi-domes over the 
two side apses). Hundreds of 
small fragments of intact 
glass mosaics have been re- 
trieved from the church (in- 
cluding two small fagments of 
faces), and some parts of the 
floor mosaics are also done in 
glass. A large quantity of 
fragments of wall mosaics 
have been recovered torn 
the rubble, but only two frag- 
ments were still attached to 
the underlying ..stops. The 
church ’s interior mosaic .wall 
and ceMig riecdratipri 'prob- 
ably wsem trlerf'/ftie^ * wall 
mosaics >iri the church'^at St. 
Catherine's Monastery, in 
Sinai, Egypt. 

Unusually, no mosaic in- 
scriptions have been found 
(other than words identifying 
the representations of the 
four seasons and other 
anthropomorphic motifs). 
This is unusual because most 
Byzantine churches include 
dedicatory inscriptions men- 
tioning the year the church 
was built , the bishop of the 
day, and/or the benefactors 
who financed the church. It is 
possible that the inscription 
in the Petra church was writ- 
ten on a stone or plaster slab 
and has been destroyed. 

The ceramics excavated 
from the church include 
pieces from the late Hellenis- 
tic, Nabataean/Roman, 
Byzantine and early Islamic 
eras , spanning a full millen- 
nium from the 2nd century 
BC to the early 8th century 
AD. The majority of pottery 
sherds were from the late 
Byzantine period (6th cen- 
tury), the most interesting 
find being a collection of 21 
late Byzantine large storage 
jars that were found smashed 
in the south aisle of the 
church. Their contents have 
not been identified, but they 
were found next to two cera- 
mic funnels, hinting that 
they held some liquid subst- 
ance. Some late Byzantine 
pottery was imported from 
Syria and perhaps Egypt, 
while distinctive African Red 
Slip Ware sherds came origi- 
nally from North Africa (and 
are commonly found 
throughout Jordan). Black 
glazed pottery from Hellenis- 
tic levels was imported from 
the Aegean region in the 
2nd/lst centuries BC. 

Other excavated finds from 
Che church include coins 
(many from the 4th century, 
but only but one-third of the 
coins have been cleaned and 
identified to date); bronze 
and iron door installations 
( hinges , mounts); thousands 
of iron naik ; pieces of glass; 
fragments of a bronze cross; 
many fragments of glass 
flasks and window panes; 
ostraca (pottery sherds with 
writing on them); an en- 
graved amethyst gem with a 
portrait of a bearded head , 
perhaps a deity, with an 
abbreviated Greek or Latin 


inscription; and a finely 
sculpted Nabataean stone hu- 
man head that formed part of 
a column capital. 

One of the most striking 
finds is a large (almost one- ■ i 
metre-high and half-metre- I 
wide) marble vessel shaped 
like a pedestaled basin whose 
handles are formed by two 
dramatic lions in lull sculp- 
ture. The vessel, which was 
reconstructed from over 100 
fragments, appears too small to 
have been a baptismal fount , 
and its function is still being 
assessed. The marble appears 
to have been imported, but it 
is not known if the entire 
piece was made here of im- 
ported marble or was shipped 
to Petra already finished. It 
was found in situ next to one 
of the column bases, between 
two columns and directly on 
ther.soathenr 1 stylobate,^ to' 
whereit will be returned once 
it ’is ' completely restored ry 1 
' The many^pie&s ofchaqr \ 
red wood/ broken wall plas - 
ter, and scattered mortar 
help to reconstruct the 
church's history. On the basis 
of the pottery evidence and 
stylistic parallels of the 
mo saic designs and 
architectural decoration with 
other churches in Palestine/ 
Jordan , the Petra church 
seems to have been bui/t in 
the late 5th century. At some 
point in its life the church 
suffered a fire that brought 
down its wooden roof and 
caused its parishers to aban- 
don it, after which the local 
inhabitants removed the mar- 
ble floor in the centra/ nave 
for re-use elsewhere in the 
city. They only removed the 
geometric-shaped small mar- 
ble pieces, and left behind 
larger marble slabs. They 
may have taken other valu- 
able decorative or religious 
objects, including the reli- 
query (the container full of 
religiously symbolic relics) 
which has not been found. 

The structure’s walls and 
columns finally collapsed 
totally during an earthquake 
sometime in the 6th century. 
One possible candidate is the 
major earthquake of 551 
A.D. The collapsed ruins of 
the church continued to be 
used by squatters, on the 
basis of evidence for squatter 
occupation in the atrium and 
south ais/e. The pottery from 
these squatter occupations 
suggests that some parts of 
the structure continued to be 
used into the early Islamic 
era (late 7th/early 8th cen- 
turies). 

The interesting historical 
question that is raised by the 
church discovery relates to 
the condition and status of 
Petra and its Christian 
population in the 5th/6th cen- 
turies, when the region of 
southern Jordan is genera//y 
thought to have experienced 
a long and gradual decline — 
at the south-eastern frontier 
of the Byzantine empire, and 
in the waning years of Byzan- 
tine culture in this distant 
comer of the empire. 

(Continued on page B) 

Att photos by Bron- 
wya Douglas, used by 
courtesy of the 
photographer and 
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ENTHUSIASTIC FIRST-TIMERS: Premier Abdul 

Salam A1 Majali apparently wanted his government to look 
so new that he recruited only three ministers from his 
predecessor's government. One has to inject new blood 
into the executive authority , the new prime minister must 
have thought while inadvertently dropping “young,” from 
bis line of thinking. That was the first message about the 
government’s make-up. And then there was the message 
that the new ministers are anxious to work at all times. So 
Dr. Abdul Salam called his firsf cabinet meeting for 8:30 in 
, the morning of their first day in office to which all the new 
ministers arrived half an hour early. The early arrival was 
the right opportunity for the new ministers to show 
excitement while the three veteran ministers looked on in 
silence. For those who need a reminder the “old" ministers 
were Ziad Fariz . Yanal Hi km at and Mahmoud Al Samra. 
The chatter continued and the excitement increased to 
which Mr. Fariz turned to Mr. Hikmat and asked him: 
“Don't you get the feeling that our situation resembles that 
of those who have failed in their exams and are repeating 
the year with a new class of youngsters?” Perhaps that is 
true, but we think Dr. Fariz should have excused the ne«> 
ministers for their thrill on that day. For sources tell the 
diary that they had just received their shiny new red- 
passports, a task that needed the opening of the .Ministry' of 
Foreign Affairs on the first day of 'Eid Ai Adha holidays 
and the summoning of a special calligrapher to pen do-.vrr 
the names of the 27 new excellencies. 

tir & 

THE CODE OF ADDRESS: After decades of 
practising the codes to address the afandis, beiks , utoufats, 
saadats ; maalis and pashas of Jordan, the rest of us, titleless 
people, are getting persisting pains in the neck - from 
looking up that is. But apparently we are also becoming a- 
pain in the neck of those who feel that we have not learnt- 
our lesson in the code of address well enough. A Fellow" 
journalist was trying to get information on a meeting 
between the Prime Minister, Abdul Salam Al Majali, and 
the speaker of the Lower House of the Parliament, Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat. Die story was especially important because „ 
of the controversy about a possible change in the national 
election law and the Parliament's declared opposition to 
any such changes. Our colleague was pressing the premier 
about the details of the meeting in the hall of Parliament. 
“Pasha, could you tell us about your meeting with (Maali) 
Dr. Abdul Latif Arabiyat ?” to which he got a general 
answer. “But, pasha , did you and Maali Al Ductor discuss 
the Paiiament's opposition to changes in the law?" he. 
persisted. Dr. Majali was becoming visibly agitated by the 
reporter, who by the way was accompanied by quite a", 
number of other joumalkts. Die minister of information . ' 
Dr. Maan Abu Nuwar, therefore felt that an end must be 
put to this questioning by the journalists, so he moved 
quickly towards them, lifted his hand in their face, pointed 
; his Gnger at pne — who, by the way had not yet asked any 
’ questions — raised ni’s vqice and said: “What is this? Don't 
; yon know : the, Xyles of /he code of address?" The poor 
journalist did riot respond. But, many of the journalistic" 
rdnks now Think that we have to tie included in the array of 
titles that seem to grace everyone in the Kingdom , and " 
perhaps some rule should be written about pointing fingers. ■ 

* ^ -P 

CYNICS WITH POLITICAL TONGUES: “ Who 

said this is a transitional government? We are making plans 
for the next 20 years. ” Thus spoke a junior minister a r a 
recent gathering. An eyewitness said the new minister' 
referring to members of Parliament, said: “We are making 
plans for the next 20 years, and they (par/iamentarians) 
would be lucky if they could make plans for the next 20, 
days. ” The eyewitness interpreted this statement as hinting 
that this government would be staying on beyond the 
forthcoming elections and that His Majesty the King would 
be dissolving Parliament when be returns from bis U.S.- 
trip. One member of the Lower House did not hide his 
dismay with the minister who also reportedly said that this 
government would “decide’' who wins and who loses in the • 
elections. Observers say that statements similar to those by 
the newcomer to the Cabinet are embarrassing the premier 
who has been trying to stress the democratic nature of his 
government. But one has to admit , however , that Prime: 
Minister Majali himself hinted in last week's informal 
meeting with the press that his government might very well 
continue beyond November. A former government minis- ■ 
ter commenting in private on what is being heard, said that 
this Cabinet is behaving as though the past four years of 
democracy have never taken place. Cynics for politicians' 
all the way. 

Nermeen Mwrod 


Peace talks focus on self-rule plan : 


(Continued from page I) 

Israel and — to a lesser extent — 
the United States responsible for 
what she says is a progressively 
more difficult Middle East peace 
process. 

Dr. Ashrawi offered a grim 
assessment of the peace process 
on Tuesday after a negotiating 
session at the State Department. 
The session was curtailed when 
the building was evacuated be- 
cause a small fire ignited by a 
welder sent smoke through the 
air ducts. 

“I don’t have any good news 
for you," Dr. Ashrawi told repor- 
ters after negotiations resumed 
following a month long recess. 

She said unilateral Israeli acts, 
including sealing off the occupied 
territories and elsewhere, had 
soured the negotiating atmos- 
phere. 

“We feel that the issue of 
Jerusalem has been thrust at the 
forefront because Israel decided 
to shape the final outcome and 
the permanent status of Jeru- 
salem and the occupied -territor- 
ies," she said. “It’s preempting 
the outcome of negotiations, and 
it is rendering any talks on Jeru- 
salem and negotiations 
irrelevant." 

At another point, she called 
Israel’s policies “unworkable, 
illegal and counterproductive." 


Dr. Ashrawi also said the Un- 
ited States, as full partner in the 
negotiations, should pressure 
Israel not to take actions thai 
could sabotage the talks. 

Attempts by the United States 
“to limit the peace process onjy 
to what happens on the table on at 
the verbal level is not going to 
lead to any progress," she saip. 

State Department spokesman 
Mike McCurry declined com- 
ment. 

Israeli spokeswoman 
Yaron offerd a more upbear 
assessment, raising the possibilin- 
Israel and the Palestinians couid 
agree on a joint statement: ql 
principle during the current 
round if there is a lot of effort sgq 
good will. 

Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators announced Tuesday the 
formation of a working group, to 
draft a joint statement of princi- 
ples on Palestinian autonomy in 
the occupied territories. 

The new working group is the 
latest in a series of committees 
formed by the two delegations, 
others having been set up to 
discuss water and land issues and 
human rights in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The newly-formed working 
group and the one dealing with 
human rights were to begin their 
negotiations Wednesday, 
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Hollywood discovers the bard 


By John Horn 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Thanks 
to Kenneth Branagh, Holly- 
wood has discovered a hot 
new screenwriter. 

. His name: William 
Shakespeare. 

' 77ie script for ‘ Much Ado 
About Nothing " has been 
kicking around for almost 400 
years. Not until Branagh 
touched it would it arrive in 
English-language cinemas. 
Now. just about everybody 
— including show business 
types who think the bard is 
some fr.'ndy restaurant — 
lias fallen in love with 
$hakespcu r ? m s love st-try. 

" Branag’ iidn't jus: adapt 
Shakesf ris dark comedy 

about r. tant ard jealous 

suitors A:, he screen. He also 
directs and stars. 

, Branagh, who acts in all 
the films he directs, plays 
Benedick, a young lord back 
from battle. His off-screen 
Wife, " Howards End ’ Oscar- 
i vinner Emma Thompson, 
co-stars as Benedick's 
Bom an tic foil, Beatrice. 
Joining these two Brils in the 


cast are American actors De- 
nzel Washington. Michael 
Keaton and Keanu Reeves. 

“Much Ado About No- 
thing" alights four years after 
"Henry V." in which Bra- 
nagh made his splashy 
directorial debut in the title 
role of Shakespeare ’s histor- 
ical play. In the intervening 
period, he directed and star- 
red in the original film noir 
thriller “ Dead Again," but 
stumbled with last year’s en- 
semble story “Peter's 
Friends . ” 

. D.espite ,311. obrious flair 
and precocious talent both 
behind and in front of the 
camera, the 32-year-old Bra- 
nagh often has seen his work 
compared to others' efforts. 
His “ Henry V" stood square- 
ly with the preceding version 
by Laurence Olivier , but 
“ Peter's Friends" was dismis- 
sed as a half-baked retread of 
"The Big Chill." 

His next film will be 
another take on Mary Shel- 
ley's " Frankenstein sire of 
countless movies. 

With "Much Ado," there 
can be no comparisons. 
There have been two Rus- 


sian. one German and one 
silent American movie ver- 
sion of "Much Ado ” — that's 
it. 

“ It's the first film I’ve 
made that hasn'r been in- 
stantly classified against 
another film, " Branagh said 
with relief. 

"This is, as it were, a more 
original example of being 
able to make a film that 
doesn’t seem overtly to refer 
to other pictures . And that’s 
one of the reasons why I 
chose it. Also , it's unique. 
It’s more contemporary 
sounding — all the dialogue 
is more realistic and it has a 
more conversational tone. 
It's more immediate." 

Instead of using the often 
tongue-twisting verse that 
fills most of Shakespeare’s 
plays, the rwo protagonists in 
“ Much Ado" speak in free 
flowing prose. 

With their snappy rejoin- 
ders and droll digressions ab- 
out relationships. Benedick 
and Beatrice are not far from 
the bickering couples of 
"Moonlighting" or any num- 
ber of television situation 
comedies. 


Yet Branagh's attraction 
was not limited to the play's 
inviting language: He finds 
much more about "Much 
Ado, " probably written in 
the late 1590s, to be modern. 
Beyond Benedick and Beat- 
rice, there’s Claudio and his 
fiance. Hero — Claudio a 
rather typical example of the 
impulsive, distrustful men 
who give the gender a bad 
name. 

*7 think those relationships 
are very recognisable that 
kind of love-at-first-sight 
abandon that Claudio and 
Hero go for is something that 
we can all understand, iden- 
tify and sympathise with to 
some extent , " Branagh said. 

'7 think there's a lesson 
there about the nature of 
love. Should one encourage 
the abandon , the kind of total 
enslavement to feelings that 
Claudio has dangerously? 
Because when it turns, he 
behaves with vidousness. Or 
is the sort of self-protection 
that Beatrice and Benedick 
go through somehow better? 
They use irony and wit to 
stop their hearts from being 
broken . ” 


When Claudio and his 
attendants too readily believe 
Hero to be unfaithful, Bra- 
nagh said , it's nothing but 
modem romance. u Some- 
body I know saw it the other 
day and said , ‘ Christ , those 
guys behave just as if they 
were in college. Then, slip- 
ping into a perfect frat-boy 
accent, Branagh continues 
the parody: "... ‘ She went out 
with that guy, but she goes 
out with me."’ 

Even though the movie , 
filmed m an Italian villa, is 
draped in sunlight and gauzy 
fabrics, its message should 
not be seen as entirely bright, 
Branagh said. While the 
■play's two central love stories 
turn out well enough, 
Shakespeare's perspective is 
gloomy. 

In fact, you can make the 
argument — and some have 
— that Branagh's interpreta- 
tion is overly upbeat. 

"He says, I suppose, repe- 
atedly: It isn't all just about 
parties and playing and flow- 
ers and being lovely," Bra- 
nagh said of the playwright’s 
intentions: "It's messy and 
grubby and requires more 



Kmammth Branagh (tapper right) in a scene from 


To open the film, Branagh 
sets aside the text and instead 
quotes from a song delivered 
by the singer Balthasar in the 
play's second act. The lyncs 
include this dismal assess- 
ment: "Men were deceivers 
ever/one foot in sea and one 
in shore/to one thing constant 


commitment than we ever 
think, and asks the characters 
whether they want to do that , 
and asks us that as well. 

"Also, there's the danger 
of losing yourself, that in 
falling in love you will give 
away part of yourself, you 
will become one creature 
made out of two instead of an 
individual." 


never. 

Thanks to its cast. "Much 


Hoary V 

Ado" stands out as a distinct- 
ly international production. 

*•/ wanted non-British 
voices in it, ” Branagh said. “ 1 1 
didn’t want to imply some- ■ 
how that the Brits know how 
to do it. I don 't think we have 
the monopoly on it. And I 
think there are many dis- 
advantages to having him as 
the national playwright. " 






At 60, oldest U.S. ballet company is hailed as one of its best 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
As it celebrates its 60th year, 
tfie San Francisco Ballet, the 
oldest U.S. ballet company, 
has joined the top rank of the 
nation’s dance troupes. Mow- 
ing critics and playing to seld- 


om houses coast to coast. 

Under the leadership of 
Helgi Tomasson . artistic 
director since 1985, critics 
and dancers say the company 
has been transformed from a 
worthy regional company . 
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Jurassic Park 
is ultimate 
coupling of film 


...r* 1 \. « i. . si 




By John Enders 
: The Associated Press 

.SAN JOSE. California — 
; “Jurassic Park . " a thriller ab- 
out a dinosaur theme park 
gone mad . is a milestone in 
• the increasingly popular cou- 
pling of computers and films. 

From 1950s “ B " movies 
! featuring mad scientists who 
l use massive mainframe com- 
puters to conquer the world, 
to the high-tech maiming of 
Meryl Streep in " Death Be- 
comes Her." movies and 
megabytes are getting cozier. 

And “ Jurassic Park.” 
according to those who work- 
.ed on Steven Spielberg’s $56 
million film, represents a new 
level in the high-tech- 
Hollywood connection. 

"In most movies, when 
they portray computers they 
don’t show computers be- 
cause they think they only 
can be run by priests as a 
rule . " said Mike Backes. who 
supervised the use of compu- 
ter display graphics in the 
film. 

■" ‘"What’s different about 
1 ‘Jurassic Park' is that when 
you sec a computer, it is a 
computer he said. 

Much of the plot revolves 
around the young heroine 
who figures out how to get 
the damaged computer sys- 
tem working again, saving 
the lives of the people being 
chased by the hungry crea- 
tures. 

Computers not only were 
bsed in the filming and posi- 
'p'roduction work, but to cre- 
ate the dinosaurs them- 
selves. 

One million dollar’s worth 
jp£ computer workstations 
'tanning state-of-the-art. 
three-dimensional graphics 
software are featured in the 
control room. Workstations 
are relatively inexpensive yet 
high-powered computers 
used mostly by engineers and 
scientists. 

And Mr. Spielberg, 
according to publicists, even 
used digital direct tie-lines 
that delivered broadcasf- 

■fl ImntrrV SO he «YW|t J 

cun um< uitii o\ sJt dine wluu. 
he was in Poland, filming the 
holocaust storv " Schindler’s 


Silicon Graphics . Inc., a 
leader in the field of 3-D 
graphics software and the 
workstation processors that 
run it, provided the computer 
equipment and engineers. 

The technology allows 
actors using the computers to 
"fly through" the island's 
power plant to evaluate a 
disastrous shutdown and an 
approaching storm. Central 
to the plot are efforts to 
reconstruct the computer net- 
work to get the theme-park 
control system back online 
and to monitor radio signals 
from people on the island. 

The “ island ’’ itself is a 
sophisticated 3-D animation. 

The tie between computers 
and movies goes back many 
years. 

“ Subliminally . it was a lot 
of the “ B " movies of the ’. 50s 
that a lot of kids were raised 
on (that led them) to kind of 
embrace the future as having 
not necessarily evil but de- 
finitely wild technology. ’* 
said Mr. Backes. 

“.4 lot of the mad-scientist 
movies often provided in- 
spiration for people to go 
beyond the conventional 
thinking as to how technolo- 
gy could be used creatively. ” 

But not until the 19S0s did 
the capabilities of computer 
graphics and 3-D imaging 
gain wide acceptance in the 
film industry. 

“Young Sherlock Holmes" 
(19S5) featured a computer- 
generated man made of 
stained glass: "The Abyss" 
(19S9) includes a vivid scene 
in which sea water forms into 
a creature that invades an 
underwater vessel; and “ Tin 
Toy," a short film by Pixar. 
won an Academy Award in 
19S7 for its technical fea- 
tures. 

In 1991. "Terminator 2: 
Judgment Day" and its indes- 
tructible metal killing 
machine, and “ Beauty and 
The Beast," with its striking 
ballroom scene animation, 
were released. 

Industrial Light and Magic, 
a division of Lucas Digital 
Ltd., produced the visual 
effects in "Jurassic Park." 
ILM has worked with silicon 
graphics hardware and soft- 
ware since ' fl S7. 


overshadowed by New York 
troupes, into one of the lead- 
ing companies in the United 
States. 

“It's one of the best com- 
panies in America today," 
said Tina Leblanc, a veteran 
of New York’s Joffrey Ballet 
who defected to San Francis- 
co this season. 

With a repertoire ranging 
from Swan Lake to a world 
premiere by an avant-garde 
French choreographer, the 
company's performances this 
season have been glowingly 
received on both coasts of the 
United States. 

"...It was clear that the 
company had won the hearts 
of its. New York •audience. "' 
Anna Kisselgoff „• dance dottc 
for .the ‘New -York ■■ Times;; 
wrote following the com- 
pany's April New Yorfctour. 
which included three sold-out 


performances of Swan Lake. 

Visiting choreographers 
have also been impressed. 

"The richest part of the 
company is that each of the 
dancers is very different." 
Redha, the French choreog- 
rapher ; said , after working 
with the company on a world 
premiere of his work, his first 
collaboration with a U.S. 
company. 

The company is also dis- 
tinguished by its relatively 
sound financial shape, at a 
time when many major 
troupes are struggling. 

Although the San Francis- 
co Ballet has an accumulated 
deficit of 5 3.2 million , it 
made a small profit last year t 
and expects to at least break ’ 
even.tidsryear: Unlike some 
other major companies, it 
says-Jt.wUi not lay off any 
dancers. 


A major foundation re- 
cently announced it would 
donate $336,000 to help fund 
a lavish new staging of 
Romeo And Juliet which will 
anchor the ballet’s 1994 
season. 

Critics and dancers give 
much of the credit for the 
company’s rebirth to Tomas- 
son, who has made artistic 
breadth the company's hall- 
mark. 

Iceland-born Tomasson, 
51, a protege of world- 
famous choreographer 
George Balanchine, rein- 
forced the dancers* classical 
training , which also enhanced 
their modem dance skills. 

. "He’s guided the company 5 1 
' to such a place and to 'such a * 
IcVeLthat ft’&'challkiiging:2jid : ~ 
it’s inspiring to be here;" said • 

: rising star • Elizabeth Los - w 
cavio. 


Marilyn Tucker, dance cri- 
tic for the San Francisco _ 
Oironide newspaper , ap- 
plauded the company’s re- 
cent performance in a mod- 
em dance programme includ- 
ing Redha's La Pavane 
Rouge. 

"What these dances de- 
monstrated more than any- 
thing is the amazing strength 
and resilience of today’s San 
Francisco Ballet Company," 
Tucker wrote. 

The company reflects 
Tomasson s stress on emo- 
tions. 

"It’s not just doing the 
steps , ” Tomasson said. 
"Dance is much more than 
‘ thdt. It’s about emotions and 
~ feelings , arid being able to 
transp&ft’lhat thbfoot- 

' -lights . >r - • •’ 

Evrifyn C 'ishetbs, a princip- 
al dancer who has been with. 


the company since 1977 , typi- 
fies the company's physical 
versatility and its emotional 
expressiveness. 

Cisneros recently per- 
formed the lead in Swan 
Lake one night and the Red- 
ha piece the next, showing 
she is as at home with the 
linear moves of classical bal- 
let as with the circular, more 
flexible movements of mod- 
em dance. 

In La Pavane Rouge. Cisneros 
was a woman reliving 
her memories as the other 
dancers , representing visions 
of her former selves, her 
Mends and iovers. paraded 
by. 

,i"Tp is isa.dahcec.at a .high- 
level, ” Redha said - "Evelyn 
in., IfCr- soul brought Mia. she. 
is, a very sensitive part df 
her, very warm ; very deli- 
cate, very sensitive . and 


strong. " 

Cisneros recalls an early 
collaboration with Tomasson 
that illustrates his connection 
with his dancers. 

Shortly after replacing 
Michael Smuin as artistic 
director , Tomasson choreog- 
raphed Corifidenda for Cis- 
neros. 

"It was my story, because 
it was about a woman who 
, was expressing being tom 
from one side to the other, 
which is how I felt, " Cisneros 
said, referring to her divided 
loyalties between Tomasson 
and Smuin, with whom she 
had worked for years. 

"I couldn't give up on one 
.. .Of. the other. And yet tbdy 
.■ .-.were on opposite sides : and 
he,. (Tomasson) really ex[- 
ploxed that mthw tho seh,V 
- sh&said. "It * was really poig- 
nant." ■ ■ . 


Rock hall finally ready to roll 


By Rich Harris 
The Associated Press 
CLEVELAND — Seven 
years, one month and two 
days after Cleveland won the 
right to rock ‘n* roll, the city 
is ready to strap on its blue 
suede shoes. 

Ground will finally be 
broken this week on the 
much-bailyhooed. but much- 
delayed Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame and Museum. 

Since the May 5. 1986. 
announcement in New York 
City that Cleveland would get 
the museum, the price lag has 
ballooned and the site has 
shifted. 

Workers began clearing 
the Lake Shore ploi for the 
S84 million music shrine, de- 
signed by big-name architect 
I.M. Pei. in April. But the 
Iasi piece of the financial 
puzzle fell into place only 
weeks ago, finally guaran- 


teeing the hall would be built. 

Clevelanders, ever sensi- 
tive about the city's image as 
the “mistake on the lake" yet 
cynical about its desire to be 
recognised as a comeback 
city." groused that the hall 
might never be built. 

In 1952, Cleveland disc 
jockey Alan Freed used rhe 
words “rock and roll" to re- 
fer to the music generally 
known as rhythm and blues. 

His coined phrase became 
Cleveland's most valuable 
currency in its bid for the 
rock hall more than three 
decades later: How could 
rock ‘n’ roll’s hall of fame be 
built elsewhere than in the 
city where the phenomenon 
got its name? 

But Cleveland's spirited 
bid left many people unenth- 
used. Traditional big guys 
like New York, Chicago and 
Philadelphia were throwing 


their weight around, and 
cities with strong musical his- 
tories such as New Orleans, 
Nashville and Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, were courting the 
hall’s New Yorkrbased 
foundation board. 

Cleveland was persistent. 
In January 1986, U.S.A. To- 
day asked its readers where 
the hall should be built. 
Cleveland got 110.315 call-in 
votes, 15 times the number 
received by its nearest com- 
petitor, Memphis, which had 
7,268 votes. 

In Cleveland, jubifarion 
reigned. 

“The history is here, the 
support is here, the rock hall 
should be here," the city’s 
daily newspaper. The Plain 
Dealer, said in an editorial. 
“Roll over, Beethoven, tell 
Tchaikovsky the news." 

Five months later, Ahmet 
Ertegun, chief of Atlantic 




Records and chairman of the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
Foundation, called Cleveland 
’’almost an inevitable 
choice." 

But Cleveland struggled to 
get the hall off the drawing 
board. Planners switched 
from a site near downtown’s 
landmark terminal tower to a 
plot on the Lake Erie shore. 
Pei’s plans for a glass-and- 
sieel pyramid evolved into a 
more conventional design. 

Fund-raising efforts lost 
steam, and estimated costs 
zoomed from the original S20 
million at the project’s incep- 
tion to $48 million by mid- 
1989. 

By November 1989, the 
New York foundation issued 
an ultimatum: raise $40 mil- 
lion or give up the project. 
Cleveland scraped it together 
through donations and 
pledges from corporations. 

illlllM 


government, citizens and 
others. 

The price tag continued to 
grow, topping $S0 million. 

Two months after Benz 
took over, a frustrated fan 
donated his prized collection 
of Elvis Presley memorabilia 
to the hall, saying he hoped it 
would move the project for- 
ward. 

“I believe the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame will do for 
Cleveland what Disney 
World did for Orlando, Flor- 
ida, declared lawyer Howard 
Krantz. whose donation in- 
cluded Elvis’ karate jacket 
and racqueiball shirt. 

In April, the Cleveland- 
Cuyahoga Port Authority 
approved the last piece of 
financing, a $38 million bond 
sale. But even as backers 
were announcing the ground- 
breaking, a flap arose when 
an all-star rock revue, plan- 




ned to coincide with the kick- 
off ceremonies, had to be 
canceled. 

Artists including Paul 
McCartney had agreed to 
participate. But concert 
promoter Jules Belkin said 
time was just too short to „ 
coordinate the concert for * 
this week. 

Last week, hall officials 
stood outside the display win- » 
dows of the shuttered’ May 
Co. department store -on 
public square. The windows 
were filled with life-size cut- 
outs of some of the halli^ 
inductees, including the Bea^ 
ties, the Rolling Stones and 
Ike and Tina Turner. 

This is just the beginning 
of a couple-week celebration 
to say to the world — to the 
world — that this is a world 
Project," Benz said. “The 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame is 
going to happen." 




Pavlova’s ashes play leading role in epic mystery 


By Sara Henley 
Reuter 

AMSTERDAM — More 
than 60 years after her death. 
Russian ballerina Anna Pav- 
lova is playing the central 
role in a swan song almost as 
passionate as a Tchaikovsky 
score, orchestrated by two 
Pavlova fanatics. 

A mystery with epic aspira- 
tions. it combines commun- 
ism. exile, royalty, illegitima- 
cy. chicanery and outright 
greed. 

It centres on a marble urn 
of ashes reposing in a crema- 
torium in the north London 
suburb of Golders Green. 

The remains of the world's 
most famous ballerina, a re- 
fugee after the Bolshevik Re- 
volution adored for her per- 
formances of Tchaikovsky's 
Swan Lake, have been kept 
near her London home since 
she died without leaving a 
will in the Hague in 1931. 


Two Dutch painters. Jean 
Thomassen and Ine Veen . 
insist Pavlova's deepest wish 
was to return "to her beloved 
Russia" once the Commun- 
ists were ousted . For years 
they have campaigned for her 
ashes to be returned in a 
blaze of pomp and glory. 

" It's scandalous. " said' Mr. 
Thomassen. “ The most 
famous dancer in the world 
deserves more than this, 
there should be an eternal 
flame and flowers, a monu- 
ment. Not an um locked up 
in the dust." 

Mr. Thomassen and Mr. 
Veen have used official docu- 
ments to persuade Queen 
Beatrix of the Netherlands, 
Russian officials and the cre- 
matorium's directors to take 
the matter seriously. 

The Russian embassy in 
London has even considered 
making a formal request for 
the ashes. 

So far their campaign has 


succeeded only in fanning 
jealous outrage among Brit- 
ish ballet aficionados and 
confusion about what Pavlo- 
va would really have wanted. 

It does not help that in life 
Pavlova . who was born ille- 
gitimate in 1881. was sur- 
rounded by fantasy and said 
little on the record. 

Even her famous alleged 
last words, "prepare my swan 
costume” are fiction , accord- 
ing to Keith Money. British 
author of a biography of the 
dancer published in 1982. His 
research shows they were in 
fact “play that last measure 
softiy". 

The farrago revolves arond 
Pavlova's business manager 
and putative husband Victor 
Dandre. a shadowy , money- 
grubbing figure who ran her 
life , organised her publicity 
stunts and seems to have 
tried to keep the Pavlova till 
ringing after her death. 

Instead of cancelling per- 


formances after Pavlova 
died, Mr. Thomassen said 
Dandre would have the lights 
come up on an empty stage in 
a ghostly tableau. 

And it is in Dandre's docu- 
ments that the controversy 
lies. 

Hh will authorised his trus- 
tees "to consent to the re- 
moval of the ashes of my wife 
...to Russia " if conditions 
were right. Pavlova’s death 
certificate also bears the 
words "and domiciled in Rus- 
sia" next to her London 
address. 

For Mr. Thomassen and 
Mr. Veen, these arc pointers 
to Pavlova's desire to return. 
But for money and cremator- 
ium director Harvey Thomas, 
they axe far from conclusive. 

Although Dandre had him- 
self listed as Pavlova's hus- 
band on her death certificate, 
there is no proof he ever 
married her. 

" It's never been finally 


nailed on the head . " said Mr. 
Money. Pavlova once hinted 
she had married Dandre, but 
she later registered herself as 
single in a passport applica- 
tion. he said. 

After she died, Dandre 
/ought and lost a sordid law- 
suit against her mother, en- 
ding in his eviction from Pav- 
lova’s house. 

The handwritten death cer- 
tificate seems to have been 
tampered with, as the refer- 
ence to Russia is dearly in 
different writing from the rest 
of the document. Mr. Money 
suspects this was a ruse by 
Dandre or his lawyers to 
escape British death duties 
on Pavlova's estate. 

No one disputes That Dan- 
dre was a villain. I n his 
memoirs he says he was 
travelling with Pavlova at a 
time when he was actually 
setytng time in a Russian 
prison for fraud. 

"How often did Dandre 


ever do the right thing by 
Pavlov a?" Mr. Money said. 
He i was always making plans 
for her to dance her feet off. " 

She was a very naive 
woman delivered to the 
wolvtt," said Mr.. Thomas- 

“ n *.r < L e y en a,/e *es Dandre 
robbed her on her death 
oed . running off to London 
to empty her British bank 
accounts while she lay dying 
of Pleurisy in a Dutch hotel. 
Unfortunately for the 

r r \ C Jl c %?P ai 8 n * Golders 
Green officials argue Dan- 

are s skulduggery has cast too 
much doubt on Pavlova's 
supposed last wish for her 
remains to be returned. 
Not/nng is going to hap - 

f ure, said Mr. Thomas, non- 
rfnn CUf,Ve direct ° r M the Lon- 
which r T* t0rium ^mpany 

ashj? supervised the 
Two nrT She died ’ Abnut 

seetZ £h - fee HSJf0rs ^ t0 
see the asnes a week, he said. 
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Mid-life crisis 

B y Jean-Ciaude Elias 


I f the users of personal computers (PC) are finding it hard 
to folhnv up the extraordinary development of this technol- 
op' should be comforted. Most manufacturers are 
also facing hard times earthing up with their competitors 
and some of the biggest and most famous names in the 
industry- have suffered substantial losses in 1992. 

Without maybe realising it. the end-user is the winner of 
a merciless war between manufacturers, often leading to a 
drastic drop in prices. The industry's problems are not the 
same m rht* east — Taiwan. Singapore. Korea — and in the 
^ U.S.A.. Italy. Britain. Germany, and France. 

While western manufacturers are unable to compete at 
prices level . eastern companies, quire ironically, still 
depend on their western rivals for technology innovation 
and the development of the main CPU (Central Processing 
Unit), the PC's main chip. 

Intel, the main designer and manufacturer of PC's CPU. 
has just released the new Pentium chip, considered as the 
new “5S6” processor. The current line of CPUs, from 
slowest to fastest, features the 286. 3S6 and 486. Should the 
Penrium not be ax’ailablc to them, a very unlikely event, all 
eastern manufacturers would soon go out of business. 

It is important to make a clear distinction between 
manufacturers and so-called “assemblers. “ Companies like 
IBM. Olivetti. Hewlett-Packard, Compaq, to name only a 
few. can definitely be considered as manufacturers. The 
rest, the vasr majority, especially in the east, use compo- 
nents and parrs they purchase from other manufacturers to 
build their computers. This is tempered by the fact that 
manufacturers do not produce themselves all the compo- 
nents. just as the “assemblers" do manufacture some ofthe 1 
computer's parts. 

A simplified list of the PC's different components can be 



drawn as follows: The PC casing or cabinet, the power 
supply unit . the mother board (the main electronic board), 
the CPU, the floppy disk drives, the bard disk, the memory 
chips, die screen and the keyboard. This in addition to 
optional items like the mouse . the printer, and soon... A 
skilled hobbyist, equipped with simple tools and a clear 
manual can buy separately all these components and build 
up. his own computer in less than a day. 

The companies that are currently making, the highest 
profits are those producing and selling separate compo- 
nents whether to manufacturers, “ assemblers ” or end- 
users. They are usually highly specialised , hard disk 
designers more particularly , and are less affected by 
temporary, negative market fluctuations. On the contrary, 
they often have to satisfy a strong demand from the 
manufacturers. 

The next four to six years should show the direction the 
PC industry is taking. The tug-of-war between American 
and European companies from one side and Far Eastern 
from the other is stronger than ever now but cannot last 
much longer. Again , the end-user should have nothing to 
worry about, he'll be the obvious winner in the end. 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqmir 
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AMAZING FACTS 

— In Virginia srare. USA. there is a special museum for 
. spiders, 

— r An 18th century. British wealthy man paid £700 to one 
of the monks so as to accept living in a cave located in 
his garden. 

— An Australian confessed of committing 24 crimes after 
watching The Ten Assailants. He was sentenced to a 
six-year imprisonment. 

— A famous, rich American recommended the renewal 
and development of a dormitory block at Goniata 
College in Huntingdon. Pennsylvania, provided that 
only "red-haired girl-students be allowed to stay in. 

SAY IT IN ARABIC 

Common Phrases 

— Iam busy today. We can meet next Friday. 

■‘Ana masbgul el youm. MomkenjmVabaLei- Juma’ el jayy. - 
— . I am hungry* Fetch me. some'food, please. ■■ 

-;U. v v..- Ana ju ’am ~ Hat baad el ta-an* nun fadlak. 
o^2^ithirsTA;May I have a glass of water? 

•fv:. ' ‘ Aria atshajfi Momken tijibli kubbayet mayy? 

— /am feverish. I want an' aspirin ' with' a~ glass* of 
lemonade. 

Ana sakhnan. Ayez kubbayet lamonada wi-aspireena. 

— Iam very tired. I need some rest. 

Ana tabaan jiddan. Ana ft baja ela raha. 

— I am sleepy. Please, switch the light off. 

Ana nasaan. Arjook taffi el noor. 

— I Ve offended you. Forgive me. Ana ahantak. Samebni. 

— /am satisfied with you. Ana mabsoot minnak. 

COOKING IS FUN 

STUFFED MARROW WITH YOGURT SAUCE 

Ingredients 

1 kg marrow-peeled and with seeds scooped our. 

2 } /2 cups rice-washed and drained. 
l /t kg minced meat. 

1 chicken stock cube. 

V /2 tbsp butter. 

Water 

Salt and pepper to taste. 

FOR THE SAUCE 

1 carton yogurt. 

2 tbsp com flour. 

1/3 cup water. 

2 tbsp dried mint. 

Salt to taste. 

METHOD 

Combine minced meat with rice, salt, pepper, butter. 
Mix well. Fill marrows V*. full with meat/rice mixture. 
Gentiv place in a pot, cover with water and add chicken 
stock cube. Simmer on a gentle heat for 10 minutes, then 
lower flame further and cook for about 45 minutes or until 
marrows are tender but still firm enough to hold stuffing.. 
Dissolve com flour in water, add yogurt and beat 


vigorously. Cook on a low flame, stirring constantly, until 
mixture is creamy, then add mint. 

Remove stuffed marrow from water , place on a serving 
dish and cover with sauce. (Serves 4 to 5). 


HUMOUR 

An Irish schoolmaster offered a reward to any boy who 
could tell him who was the greatest man in history. 

“ Christopher Columbus ,” said one boy. 

“ George Washington answered another. 

“St. Patrick . " shouted out a little Jewish boy. 

"The prize is yours, " said the schoolmaster. “But tell me 
how came you to think of St. Patrick ?” 

“Well, right down in my heart, / knew it was Moses,” 
replied the boy, “ but business is business 

PARTY GAMES 

.The Horror-Q^np: .. 

This game” can cause a considejgblp amount of. amuse- 
k mow among ipqnagers and aduUs^butxiiscmtkm musi be-, 
used on whether to . introduce.. it. ataparty, as the- very* 
squeamish or those- with a known tendency to fainting may 
_ we// find it most distasteful Some considerable preparation 

is also required^ a s~wiU be seen. 

All the players sit round a table in complete darkness. 
The story-teller, being as dramatic and sepulchral as 
possible, tells a story of how a murder was committed and 
how the murderer, to hide the body, dismembered it. As 
each part of the body is mentioned an object is passed 
round the table for each one to feel. Not until the object 
reaches the story-teller again does he continue his account. 
He might say, for instance, “First of all the murderer 
chopped off the victim's head”. He then passes a cabbage 

or a melon round. “ Then he gouged out the eyes ” (two 

soft grapes go round the table ) “and then the brains were 
removed ” ( a damp sponge is passed from hand to hand), 
and so on. 

Some suitable things for various parts of the body might 
be as below: 

Hands, Rubber gloves stuffed with earth. 

Toes or fingers. Small, thin carrots. 

Ears. Dried figs or apricots. 

Hair. Hank of wool or silk. 

Tongue. Piece of rubber or plastic material, etc. 

PUZZLES 

Heads Alike 

Although the “heads” of these mammals are the same on 
paper it doesn 7 necessarily follow that they are alike. Very 
much the reverse, in fact. Can you fill in the missing letters 
and reveal them in their entirety? The missing letters arc 
in cheated bv dots. 

1. COY.. COY... 

2. JACK... JACK... 

3. KO... BEAR KO ... BEAR 

4. MAN... MAN... 

5. MON... MON... 

6. PAN... PAN... 

7. POR... PCJR... 

8. WAL ... WAL... 
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Petra church 

(Continued from page A) 
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The internal oppulence 
-and size of the structure indi- 
'.cate that the community at Petra 
* was refauveh- well off in the 
[tete Sth/eariy 6th cenruries; 
‘but the' poor quality external 
'konstivetion techniques, ccju- 
pled with the declining quali- 
-ty of the architecture of the 
? shop s' alongside the col- 
m o nnaded street in central Pct- 
'>* at rhar rime, may force 
? archaeologists to rc-think the 
kxact status of Petra, and 
perhaps even to revise our 
modem interpretation of 
'ancient “urbanism". 

As co-dircctor Or. Zbig- 
'niew Fiema noted in a recent 
'“interview ' at the site, the 


'-church discovery will Fill in 
:$gjy&snmc blanks in our know- 
j *|T Wedge 6f Christianity at Petra 

hr 


in the 5th-6th centuries , bur it 
may also encourage some 
archaeologists and historians 
to reconsider their views on 
ancient urbanism, which may 
be unducly influenced by our 
perception of mrjdcm cities. 

Some of the questions that 
the church excavation raises 
arc: How docs one reconcile 
a large and lavishly decorated 
church with other signs of 
urban decay ? Could Petra 
have had a small religious 
community with its bishop, 
but also acted as a regional 
ecclesiastical site that was vi- 
sited on pilgrimages ? Did the 
city's inhabitants live in built 
homes as well as tents or 
refurbished cavc-likc struc- 
tures inherited from the 
Nabataean era, which might 
explain the relatively small 
number of housing quarters 


discovered in the city-centre 
to date? And did the coi- 
lonaded street in central Pet- 
ra lose its importance when 
the church was built, perhaps 
leading to a northwards shift 
in the ocnfrc of the city? Was 
this due to different concepts 
of urban planning, or only to 
the dangers inherent in re- 
building in the dty-ccntrc 
next to monumental build- 
ings that were repeatedly 
damaged by earthquakes? 

We know from other ex- 
cavations in Petra (Temple of. 
Winged Lions and environs, 
cz-Zanlur , Katuteh) that 
urban domestic quarters con- 
tinued to exist until the late 
6th century ; but towards the 
end of the Byzantine era — 
perhaps due to earthquake 
damage in the city-centre — 
the city appears to comprise 
several separate clusters of 
houses instead of one con- 
tinuous mass of buildings. 


There is clear evidence of 
other structures buried be- 
neath the earth in the vicinity 
of the church, and these may 
have formed part of the new 
city-centre, or one of several 
urban clusters, in the late 
Byzantine period, just before 
the region of Jordan was in- 
corporated into the new Isla- 
mic world. 

The Petra church project is 
directed by ACOR , with sup- 
port and in-kind donations 
from the Jordanian Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities, 
and funding from the United 
States Agency For Interna- 
tional Development 
(USA ID). The project in- 
cludes three components: the 
excavations, the restoration, 
and the construction of a 
protective shelter over the 
site. The site is expected to 
he opened to the public in 
late IW3. 


From the cradle 
to the grave 


By E Yaghi 

" Never feel guilty 
about learning . 

Never feel guilty 
about wisdom . 

That is called enlightenment 
You must understand that you 
have done what you needed 
to do; it was all necessary. 

And you made all the right 
choices-all of them! 

Tuesday morning, 10:30 a.m. The air felt promising and 
sweet as Carol headed towards her faculty with her 
youngest son at her side. His legs were long and thin which 
made her have trouble keeping up. 

" How far is it?” the boy said glumly, with no apparent 
interest. 

“Oh, just a bit more. What do you think all this water is 
doing in the street? Do you think a pipe is broken?” she 
asked 

“Who cares?” and “What difference does it make to us? 
Come on, let's keep moving. Be careful! Don ’t step in the 
water, ”he ordered as the two crossed over to the other side 
of the passageway. The faculty was dose now. 

As they walked nearer, she could see a group of students 
gathered by the outside windows trying to find their grades. 
She and her son joined them and they both began to search 
for her marks. - 

“It is a shame that it is a standard procedure to hang the 
grades in public so that all can see, ” she remarked to her 
son who seemed absorbed in another world. “What if 
someone fails or does poorly , then he or she will be very 
embarrassed. Grades are a personal and private affair. 
Only each recipient should know his or her own marks and 
no one else!” 

Her son grunted a “yes” and kept on looking. At last 
they found all her marks but one. So giving up, she 
shrugged her shoulders and sighed, “I guess Til have to 
forget about it for now. It's getting late. Shall we go 
home?” 

He nodded appearing only too happy to escape further 
service. 

On their way out of the university, Carol pointed to the 
rows and rows of pink and white rose bushes saying, 
“Look! Aren’t they beautiful? The grass is ever so green 
and I love the smell ofthe pine trees, they remind me of my 
native state. To me, the green symbolises knowledge arid 
the campus is a haven as well as a reminder of Paradise and 
a home away from home. I simply love everything but 
exams. / fee/ it is unfortunate that so many professors base 
their tests on memory and dates. Literature is a subject that 
should never rely heavily on memorisation but on original 
rhiniong. It is sad that instead of students grasping an ideal 
or the essence of a story or poem, they are forced to 
memorise unimportant facts and dates which have little 
.relevance to comprehension of texts: I, for one, am bad in 
remembering such material and fail to see what difference 
it makes when some author or poet was bom or died. / am 
more concerned with what he wrote and about his life and 
what impact did be vnake in his field thaii minute details 
that will be forgotten as soon as exams are over. ” 

She glanced at her son. For a change he seemed to 
respond and even muttered a suiprising. “Yeah, that’s 
true. It's the same for us students in secondary school. We 
are forced to remember details and when we have tests, we 
must rewrite the text by rote back to our teachers. ” 

“ You know, ” she said as she and her son crossed back 
over the water which still poured non-stop onto the 
pavement , *7 think that such a system produces stagnant 
minds. There is no room for growth, a way to develop an 
imagination , originality or free thinking. And when a 
professor does ask us to be original and think for ourselves, 
we are shocked and don't know what to do or how to 


answer. The best grades, however, seldom go to the 
student who has comprehended the subject matter the most 
but to the one who is best in memorising! Intellectual 
maturity is stymied by the lack of enthusiastic guides who 
love the subjects they teach and who have the initiative to 
lead their students down the path of knowledge to discover 
new wor/ds which open up to curious minds. My highest 
grade was in such a subject where our professor asked us to 
think for ourselves and to grasp the concepts at hand . . 
“Man cannot discover new oceans until he has courage to ■ 
lose sight of the shore . " 

They walked on in silence after that , each one deep in 
thought. At the door of the university, the boy stopped a 
taxi. He climbed in front beside the driver while his mother 
got in back. She felt a little depressed by her grades and it 
was as if a cloud of gloom hung over her as she muttered to 
herself, “I did try so hard, God knows I did! What can I do 
more than how much I studied? It sure isn't easy being a 
mother, wife and student at the same time. " 

Trying to disguise her disappointment, she gulped down 
an urge to cry and stared at the white stone buildings which 
flashed before her. The cab pulled up to a gas station and 
the driver got out without saying a word. Her son fumed 
around to look at her as if saying. “See, the drivers don't 
even tell the person they are going to stop . " 

She added outloud, “they keep the merer running too, 
as if she read his mind, ” and they take their time putting ' 
gas in their tanks. Why didn't be do all this before he, 
picked us up?” 

As soon as she arrived home, Carol washed and rushed 
to the kitchen to prepare lunch. Her older son who was 
studying for tawjihi approached, haggard and starved- 
looking and said. “What took you so long! I'm as hungry as 
a bear! I need food so that I'll have energy to study! When 
will lunch be ready?” 

She smiled guiltily and replied. “Well, that's a nice 
welcome. It makes me feel wanted, at least as a cook. 
Lunch won't be long. I'm going to cook some spaghetti. ” 

As she prepared the sauce and salted it with all sorts of 
spices, she couldn’t help reminiscing about the past 
semester. “It's been the hardest semester I've ever had but 
thank God it’s over. All in all, it wasn't so bad and in ah 
ironic sort of way, I shall miss it. 1 will also miss those 
students who are graduating this year, especially my dear 
friend who is without sight. She was like a ray of sun in my 
life and she helped me see things I never saw before. She 
has an inner maturity and wisdom rare for someone her age 
and what’s more , she always made me laugh. 1 admired her 
spark, her vitality and her spirit as well as her intelligence. 1 
will be lost without her!” 

When they started eating lunch, which always seemed to. 
Carol like feeding time at the zoo , she complained to her 
12th grade son about her marks. He laughed and said. 
“Mom, you act as if your grades really make such a 
difference. You take your studies so seriously! Rclaxf- 
What, are you going to sit for your tawjihi exams this year 
like me? One of us in the family is enough.” 

His amusement was contagious. She couldn't help 
grinning and answered . “ You know son , I guess you’re 
right. It’s true , fm not studying for a career or anything 
else. I'm studying for me, to improve myself and as a kind, 
and wise acquaintance of mine remarked the other day, no 
one can take my knowledge away from me. I have learned 
a lot, and gained even more. Though there is my age and 
nationality as a barrier. I have dear colleagues at the 
university and it is an experience that has changed my 
whole life. Eveiything, everyone I meet and k now becomes 
a part of me and is embedded in my conscious. "From the 
cradle to the grave" is the best motto of all and certainly 
one can never be too old to learn! Remember the saying I 
taught you when you were small . it goes like this: 

Come to the edge . he said. 

They said: We are afraid. 

Come to the edge, he said. 

They came. 

He pushed them... 

And they flew. — Guillaume Apollinaire 
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Couples turn to green methods of contraception 


By Clare Pedrick 
ROME — More and more 
couples are switching to natu- 
ral birth control methods . out 
of a desire to avoid harmful 
side effects rather than from 
any religious conviction . Re- 
searchers and family planning 
officials meeting recently at a 
conference called by Pope 
John Paul II report a surge of 
interest in "green" con- 
traception techniques from 
women reluctant to use 
methods which require taking 
drugs or having surgery. 

■ A boom in research into 
natural family planning 
methods has led to a dramatic 
improvement in success 
rates, it seems. Natural 
methods, once scorned for 
their hit-and-miss results, are 
now more reliable than any 
reversible artificial techni- 
que. including the birth con- 
trol pill and the intra-uterine 
device (IUD). claim experts. 

In Third World countries, 
where lack of population con- 
trol is one of the major fac- 
tors hampering development , 
natural contraception techni- 
ques are proving an economi- 
cally — and sometimes 
morally — acceptable 
alternative to complex and 
costly artificial methods. 
“There is a wave of interest 
in natural birth control tech- 
niques. both in the developed 
and the developing world." 
said Dr. Claude Lanctot, ex- 
ecutive director of the Inter- 
national Federation for Fami- 
ly Life Promotion, an inter- 
national family planning 
association based in Arling- 
ton in the U.S. 

According to Dr. Lanctot. 
natural birth control, once 
the domain of the Roman 
Catholic Church, is in- 
creasingly attractive to many 
couples, irrespective of their 
religion. “We even have two 
associate groups who are 
Muslims, and they clearly 
don't advocate natural 
methods out of respect for 
Rome's teaching for the 
Humanis Vitae," said Dr. 
Lanctot , referring to the 1968 
encyclical of Pope Paul VI. 
which confirmed the Catholic 
Church's strong opposition to 
artificial contraception and 
abortion. 

! The recent Vatican confer- 
ence, which assembled 50 re- 


searchers, theologians and 
family planning workers from 
around the world, was the 
biggest gathering ever held 
by the Roman Catholic 
Church on the delicate issue 
of birth control. According to 
Vatican sources, the meeting 
was called partly to offset 
growing criticism of the 
Catholic Church's rigid posi- 
tion on birth control . espe- 
cially as it affects the poorest 
developing countries. 

Although widely respected 
for his political clout, and his 
contribution to bringing ab- 
out an end to Communism in 
his native Eastern Europe. 
Polish-bom Pope Karol Wo- 
jtyla has earned harsh critic- 
ism for his conservative stand 
on family planning. The 
Catholic ’ Church remains 
adamant that couples should 
not use artificial techniques 
to prevent unwanted pre- 
gnancies. and the pope has 
proved to be far more of a 
traditionalist than even pre- 
vious pontiffs. 

In the new catechism un- 
veiled in December 1992. 
widely seen as the most im- 
portant document to come 
our of John Paul's papacy, 
the Catholic Church reiter- 
ated its position that a large 
family was a sign of “ divine 
blessing'' and " parental 
generosity- ” 

The pope has even banned 
the use of condoms when a 
member of a married couple 
is infected with the HIV virus 
that leads to the killer disease 
AIDS ( Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome). In 
Western countries with signi- 
ficant Roman Catholic 
populations , including the 
U.S. , France, Belgium, Au- 
stria and Germany, the 
pope’s teaching has come 
under increasingly heavy fire, 
both from members of the 
public and from liberal Ro- 
man Catholic theologians. In 
many of these countries, Ro- 
man Catholic couples reg- 
ularly ignore their church's 
ban on birth control. Even in 
Italy, on the doorstep of the 
Vatican , most women use con- 
traception, and abortion is 
freely' available. 

But the pontiffs uncom- 
promising position has its 
most serious implications for 
the growing number of Ro- 


man Catholic converts in 
Africa and Asia , and espe- 
cially for the large flock in 
Latin America. At last June's 
Earth Summit in Rio De 
Janeiro, the Roman Catholic 
Church was roundly chastised 
for adding to the world's 
over-population problems. 
The Catholic Church has also 
found itself under pressure in 
the former Communist coun- 
tries of Eastern Europe 
where, in the absence of 
artificial birth control 
methods, abortion has long 
been the most common form 
of sparing births. 

On a recent visit to Russia , 
where abortion became vir- 
tually an institution during 
the Communist regime. Car- 
dinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, 
president of the Holy See's 
Pontifical Council for the 
Family , said he had been 
struck by the interest shown 
by medical staff, social work- 
ers and government officials 
in natural techniques taught 
by the Catholic Church. " The 
interest there in natural 
methods is immense, for va- 
rious reasons, not least of 
which is the economic fac- 
tor," said the Colombian car- 
dinal, who spent 14 years 
working in some of the 
poorest neighbourhoods of 
his native country before 
being summoned to the 
Vatican. “These artificial 
methods cost money and they 
( the Russians) do not have 
much . But it is also because 
they recognise the problem is 
fundamentally an ethical one. 
Russia has an extremely high 
abortion rate." 

According to Cardinal Tru- 
jillo, natural birth control 
methods are a " scientific and 
ethical alternative" to artifi- 
cial methods. " Natural birth 
control is a solution to the 
grave problems faced by 
Catholic couples, who for 
just reasons, want to space 
the birth of their children," 
he said. 

But, in common with a 
growing number of lay offi- 
cials, the Roman Catholic 
cardinal claims it has wider 
applications, for reasons of 
finances in the Third World, 
and. for reasons of health in 
the developed world. “ Why 
run a physical risk when natu- 
ral, harmless and efficient 


methods are available?" he 
said. 

Doctors and family plan- 
ning officials say that many 
women in the industrialised 
countries, scared by recent 
reports that the contraceptive 
pill may be linked to breast 
cancer and reluctant to carry 
on bombarding their systems 
with drugs that artificially 
affect their hormones, are 
requesting more information 
about natural contraceptive 
methods. “ Natural con- 
traception carries with it no 
medical side effects and often 
improves communication be- 
tween spouses said Dr. 
Thomas Hilgers. director of 
the Pope Pius VI Institute for 
the Study of Human Repro- 
duction in Omaha. USA. “A 
lot of non-Catholic couples 
are requesting instruction, 
because they want a biologi- 
cally safer method of con- 
traception. " 

Natural birth control 
methods are based on pre- 
dicting the momenf in a 
woman’s cycle when ovula- 
tion occurs and hence when 
she is at her most fertile and 
should abstain from sex if 
she wants to avoid pregnan- 
cy. In the past, calculations 
were based on counting the 
days in a woman’s cycle and 
making a chart of her temper- 
ature — a slight rise in body 
temperature . usually of 0.5 
degrees centigrade, generally 
occurs just after ovulation.' 

This technique, known as 
the “ rhythm method" was 
notoriously unreliable. But 
modern research has de- 
veloped new . more sophisti- 
cated ways of establishing the 
period when a woman is most 
likely to conceive. Develop- 
ments discussed at the Vati- 
can gathering included re- 
search that indicates saliva 
aridity can be a pointer to 
ovulation. Also presented 
was a Japanese high-preci- 
sion computerised thermo- 
meter. 

The most reliable system o' 
natural birth control is know, 
as the mucothermal method 
and consists of monitoring 
temperature fluctuation in 
conjunction with changes in 
the consistence of cervical 
mucus — a highly accurate 
indicator of the moment of 
ovulation , say doctors. 
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“The old way — using the 
calendar and temperature 
method — is no longer used 
by itself, but is combined 
with other techniques which 
tell a woman when she is in 
her fertile period. <uch as 
mucus or aautopalpation of 
the cervix, which is extremely 
reliable, ” said Dr. Lyn Bill- 
ings. the Australian family 
planning expert who 
pioneered the so-called 
" rhythm method" and has 
been in the forefront of re- 
search to update the techni- 
que. “Every woman can 
learn fertility awareness and 
recognise which phase of the 
cycle she is in with very little 
practice. ” 

"We have taught women in 
more than one hundred coun- 
tries. including women who 
are illiterate and From very 
low socio-economic back- 
grounds, and the success rate 
is very high." Dr. Billings 
noted. 

Tests appear to bear out 
her claim. Independent trials 
have concluded that the natu- 
ral technique has a success 
rate higher than either the 
birth control pill or the intra- 
uterine device or coil, gener- 
ally considered to be the two 
most effective methods of 
artificial contraception. Said 
Dr. Hilgers: “ I have been 
involved in three rigorously 
controlled studies of the 
effectiveness of the Billings 
ovulation technique and the 
result was 99 per cent in all of 
these cases. " 

Dr. Josef Rotzer, president 
of the German-based Insti- 
tute for Natural Conception 
Regulation, a non-denomina- 
tional family planning orga- 
nisation. says he and his staff 
have instructed a growing 
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So-called “green” techniques of spacing out births are helping 
another and child # 


number of women in natural 
birth control in Germany. 
Austria. Switzerland and Ita- 
ly. "If you stick to the rules, 
there should be no surprise 
pregnancies,” he said. 

Scientists report that 
women who use natural birth 
control methods are also 
more in touch with their 
bodies and able to detect 
problems before they de- 
velop into more serious con- 
ditions. "What is more, it has 
been shown that women who 
use the ovulation method 
have fewer gynecological 
problems that normally re- 
quire surgery, such as ovarian 
cysts." said Dr. Hilgers. "It 
can also help couples who do 
want to have children but 
experience difficulty by help- 
ing them understand the most 


favourable period of the 
cycle. " 

At the U.N. Worid Health 
Organisation (WHO) in 
Geneva, research has been 
stepped up into natural birth 
control methods , with a view 
to helping women in the 
Third Worid avoid multiple 
pregnancies and reduce the 
high number of deaths of 
women in childbirth. “There 
are some 500,000 maternal 
deaths worldwide each year, " 
said WHO family planning 
expert Dr. Earle Wilson. 
‘‘There are good reasons for 
sparing births adequately, 
both for the mothers and for 
the other children in the 
family. We recognise the 
value of couples having ac- 
cess to effective natural 
methods of fertility regula- 


tion. " 

Dr. Lanctot, who has 
travelled the worid on behalf 
of the International Federa- 
tion for Family Life Protec- 
tion, says he favours natural 
contraceptive techniques for 
the most practicaJ of reasons. 
They do not require a woman 
to remember to take a pill 
daily or to have access to a 
regular supply of pills. Said 
Dr. Lanctot: "I well recall a 
case in Dakar (Senegal), 
where 10,000 women were 
left without birth control pills 
from one day to the next, 
because the U.S. suddenly 
derided to withdraw its finan- 
cial support for a birth con- 
trol plan. Not surprisingly, 
that led to a spate of un- 
wanted pregnancies" — 
World News Link. 
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Tragedy of Britain ’s 
eyeless babies baffles doctors 


G ' ;,| Hi3:SE 


By Helena Poznun 

Reuter 


LONDON — Six-year-old 
Andrew Bourne has no eye * 
He was born that way anu hi„ 
parents don’t know why. 

Children like Andrew are 
rare. Cases of anophthalmia, 
when a child is born with 
sockets but without eyes, 
have never been officially 
nationally recorded and doc- 
tors can explain only half the 
cases by genetic reasons. 

Parents no wiser as to why 
their child is not like others 
have joined together to make 
an emotional plea for deeper 
medical research into the 
phenomenon. 

Andrew's mother. Maggie 
Bourne of Frinton in the east- 
ern English county of Essex, 
recalls the baffled hospital 
response at his birth. 

Told that Andrew's condi- 
tion was not genetically 
caused but apparently a freak 
one-off. she was left alone 
with her trauma. 

"The hospitals were as 
shocked as I was — nurses 
were kind but they were at a 
loss as how to deal with me. I 
was sent home with a new- 
born baby and no one around 
to he/p or reassure me.” 

Nor could she or her hus- 
band explain to older brother 
James. "When Andrew was 
bom. James asked why he 


didn't have eyes. It was very 
painful — we couldn't answer 
him." 

In January, the Observer 
newspaper reported that nine 
children were bom without 
or with tiny eyes — microph- 
thalmia — within a 40-mile 
( 60-km ) radius in Lincoln- 
shire. central England, in the 
past 12 years, much higher 
than the national average fi- 
gure. 

Whatever the cause of the 
apparent cluster, and the 
newspaper hinted at pesti- 
cides. the report prompted 
parents to form a nationwide 
support group known as Mic- 
ro- and Anophthalmic Chil- 
dren's Society (MAGs). 

After a first meeting in 
May, the group aims to lobby 
for more medical research, 
provide help for parents and 
sufferers and raise money for 
the affected children. 

Initially benomyl. a che- 
mical compound widely used 
in pesticides, was thought to 
be a possible cause. But Bri- 
tain's ministry of agriculture 
reviewed it and declared if 
safe earlier this year. 

However, parents' de- 
mands for medical attention 
have grown. 

Until proper records are 
kept. Dr. Michael Legeyt of 
North Lincolnshire health au- 
thority said, allegations of 
clustering of cases in rural 




Scientists find 
gene important 
to emotions 


areas where pesticides are 
used by farmers will remain 
impossible to prove. 

"Because children don’t 
necessarily require hospital 
admission, it is up to local 
health authorities to report 
cases. ” he said. About SO to 
120 cases are reported each 
year. 

Moved by the plight of the 
blind children. Junior Health 
Minister Baroness Cumber- 
lege has ordered an official 
inquiry into possible causes 
of anophthalmia. 

Those parents seeking leg- 
al action. Mrs. Bourne 
among them, have consulted 
lawyers. 

"...I do feel some sort of 
external factors caused it — 
maybe a combination of fun- 
gicides. We just don 7 know, 
and wc deserve a proper in- 
quiry." she said. 

Solicitor Alan Care 
agreed. “We're as concerned 
as everybody else. It's a terr- 
ibly complicated thing to re- 
search, it will take a while to 
find our whether there’s a 
case to go forward. ’’ he said. 

While the legal machinery 
grinds on. parents get on with 
the job of comforting and 
advising others. 

Pam Henderson, teacher 
of blind children and vice- 
chairman of MACs. said: 
"I've had countless phone 
calls from parents across the 
country, telling me again and 
again that there was not 
enough information avail- 
able. Some thought their 
child was a freak of nature. 
Now I can put them in touch 
with others who can listen 
and share experiences." 

Anophthalmic children are 
doubly handicapped. Ms. 
Henderson says. “Not only- 


are they*bfmiS. n mp*tifok 
maimed ,^-dis fignrdd.A’^- 
obviously something is mi&f, 
sing. The eyisocket stands r 
out proud." 

Once active in demanding- 
certain pesticides be banned, 
Ms. Henderson now. avoids f 
assigning blame but. liki 
others, believes medicafr 
knowledge is sadly lacking .£ 

"No mothers I haveZ 
spoken to were asked if the£ 
did anything different in rhej 
first four weeks of pregnancy* 
when the eyes are formed. I* 
wonder about the ' cocktail J? 
effect of pesticides. / don’b. 
believe enough checks arij-' 
made on that. ” She asked fo& 
records of anophthalmi £ 
births to be collected an<£ . 
compared internationally. £ 

“ Remember how manufac § 


turers tried to deny that thali*Z 
domide caused handicaps ,'**! 
she warned 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Re- 
searchers reported they have 
found and mapped a human 
gene that may play a role in 
psychiatric disorders includ- 
ing manic depression. 

Writing in the June 15 issue 
of the proceedings of the 
National Academy of Scien- 
ces, scientists at Washington 
University in St Louis said 
future studies of the gene 
may shed light on the biolo- 
gical basis for inherited de- 
pression. 


The gene they discovered 
is responsible for a cuffing off 
action by a protein in cells. 


nn 1 -are sne warned. ^ 

concerned The memory of rhaliddQ 
It's a terr- mide lingers as a ghastljS 
hing to re- testament to incomplete 
a while to medical research. A drutp 
there’s a prescribed to treat morning* 

. he said. sickness, it was withdrawal . 
machinery from the British market mor £ 3 
?er on with than 30 years ago after 8,00ui 
irtmg and babies worldwide were bon £} 
with deformities from c/ub* - 
i, teacher hands to eyes out of their. l. 
and vice- sockets. 

iCs. said: For Mrs. Bourne, the bur- 

ess phone den of coping with Andrew ^ 
across the has been eased by media £ 

■ again and interest. j 

■ “ Fr °™ a Point of \ 

hi-' v ew ,r f. made me 5 

nf n in You realise you ’re not alone. • 

of nature. People now know what’s 5 
m in touch wrong with Andrew instead } * 
can listen of standing and staring. If I W. 

£-w S ’ h f dnr had nn anophthalmic f 

h Md cn \u 1 Z ouldn t have known 5 

pcd. Ms. either. Heaven forbid, but it ! 

Not only could happen to anybody." J 

SOLUTIONS ! 


This protein, called a phos- 
phate cleaving enzyme, gov- 
erns a complex signal trans- 
mission network that exists 
within ceils. 


PUZZLES 
Heads Alike 


The gene they discovered 
has the same effect on the 
body as lithium treatment 
given to psychiatric pafienfs. 
Lithium blocks the action of 
the same protein. 


1- COYPU and COYOTE 
. JACKASS and JACKAL 

3. KOALA BEAR and KODIAK rc \ o 

4. MANATEE and MANDnn t 

J. MONKEY and N^GOOSE MANGab £V 

6. Panda and PANTHER 

7. PORPOISE and PORCUPINE 
s. WALRUS and W ALLA BY 
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Time is opportune to find solution to Palestinian- Israeli problem 


. (Continued from page 4) 

Q*. When the Likud ms is 
power, you aM from the Knesset 
that yon thought deportation 
doesn’t work. 

A: What I said was the way the 
deportations were carried out dur- 
ing the last days of my serving as 
minister of defence in the nation- 


al unity government made it in- 
effective. What we did vis-a-vts 
the 415 was done in a different 
way. It was done immediately. It 
was done in a different method; 
they were not deportations fore- 
ver, but temporary removal, 
which is more effective and more 
helpful and didn’t call for the 
legal procedure that takes 


months. 

Qj So you expect that the long- 
term deportees, those deported 
forever will be allowed to come 
back? 


happen in the negotiations and in 
the territories. 


A: It is allowed by the law. We 
will see. 


ftegent stresses linkage of rights 


Q: They wfll 

individually? 

A: I don’t know. I can't predict 
the future. It depends what will 


Thank you. 

A: I believe that we live in a 
unique period in which there is an 
opportunity to start to solve the 
Pales tinian-Israeli conflict. You 
have to apply can’t expect that everything wilt 
be solved. What is on the agenda 
is a two-phased solution. I wish 
that both sides will find the com- 


mon sense and the courage to 
make the compromises that are 
needed to start for the first time 
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations 
and agreement. In the past, we 
didn’t negotiate with Palesti- 
nians. It is the first chance for the 
Palestinians to be a real partner 
and seek the solution of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. I was 
bom here in Jerusalem, I am the 
first prime minister of Israel that 


was bom here. I lived all my life 
here except five years that I was 
ambassador to the U.S. I believe 
that basically we can come to a 


solution. But as we say, for war 
and troubles, one side is enough, 
but peace needs two sides. 

Q: But this means that We need 
to show sensitivity to each others’ 
situation. 

A: I am sure, but the question 


is what are the major issues that 
are vital to each party; Therefore, 
the gradual way to solve the 
conflict is the way that was prop- 
osed and accepted by the Palesti- 
nians in the letter of invitation to 
the Madrid talks. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

strengthening of the centre for 
human rights cannot effective- 
ly lead at some stage ... to the 
establishment of a high com- 
mission. I don't really see why 
' the question of humanitarian 
■ intervention cannot be based 
on .the development of a 
criteria that is truly universal 

“What is the justification of 
a Jordanian participating in 
this conference at all, if the 
question of the plight of the 
Palestinian people is not 

- brought to the fore and there- 
fore I do think that it is vitally 

' important to recognise that it is 
* not the question of a polarisa- 
tion between European space 

- on the one side and the Afri- 
« can, Latin American, Asian 

blocs on the other. It is a 
question of universality and 
indivisibility but provided that 
independence is truly evident 
'in 'the .final wording if not 
; better at least of the spirit of 
the follow on the conference. 

“That is a direct diversion 
from human rights to politics. 
ft • We spoke about anthropolitics 
•and let me start with the occu- 
jried territories, with Gaza. Let 
.dfoe start with the fact that the 
recognition of the right of what 
I call junior partners in the 
peace talks — and there let me 
refer to Palestinians, Jorda- 
nians and Lebanese — is essen- 
tial to the furthering of any 
comprehensive peace in our 
part of the world. Here cannot 
be peace without recognising 
people’s rights, and this is why 
I was rather encouraged when 
the Palestinian delegation took 
so seriously and so forcefully 
the question of human rights in 
the peace talks. But if you look 
at Gaza in particular as a clear 


indication of the enormous dif- 
ficulties being faced by that 
very high concentration of 
population, when you hear re- 
■ fere nee time and again about 
the possibilities of a unilateral 
withdrawal almost the cynical 
intention of inviting confronta- 
tion within that context, frank- 
ly one is rather worried that 
the hopes which are very clear 
of continuation towards some 
logical conclusion of an agree- 
ment which is clear and fore- 
sighted over the nature of the 
interim (Palestinian) self- 
government is not yet been 
recognised, on the agenda but 
if it is to be recognised, then 
there has to be comprehensive- 
ness within the context of U.N. 
Resolution 242 and within the 
content of recognising the very 
real problems of suffering of 
the Palestinian people. Can we 
make that breakthrough? It is 
yet to be seen. 

“We have a sizeable peace 
keeping presence in Croatia. 
We have observers in Bosnia 
and Macedonia now. and for a 
tiny country to field up to 
1.000 personnel is an extreme- 
ly demanding task, demanding 
in every possible way. 

“We recognise the sectarian, 
the ethnic cris-cross of differ- 
ences. We recognise that 
Vance -Owen plan has not yet 
been realised. We realise that 
there is a scramble for influ- 
ence on the ground. The allies 
of today are the enemies of 
yesterday and so forth. 

“Our fear is this continuous 
Balcanisation is going to 
spread, 

“We do not see that interna- 
tional will have been articu- 
lated or applied on the ground 
and 1 say that because of the 
direct Involvement of our own 
personnel under the U.N.'s 
flag.’’ 
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But Not Expensive, Fabulous Food And Atmospher 
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The British Airways Theatre at the 
Forte Grand Amman Present 


John 

Duttine 


Mel 
Martin 
(( 
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"...a delicious and very moral 
kind of immoral ptay.” 

• f<few Yorl Times 

"A Delightful Comedy 11 

■ Sunday Express 
On 26 in, 27th and 28lh. June 1993 


Bernard Slade 

[ifBOad by 

Robin Herford 

Cwigned by 

Andy Gnwnfield 
Produced by 
Denk Nintmo 
the Emra Coil ore Mourn by 

British Airways 


Forte Grand Saloon 

•SB RDVA 1 JORCMNIAN LrUi 


Pricij |*c r person 


1st night JD 25+, 2nd &. 3rd nights JD 20/- till inclusive 
For Reservation. Please Call f»74 f 1 1 Box Office f-\i. t*5 43 
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Arafat 

.. . (Continued fron»\ P*** 1) 

-The hardline stance camfrfhe 
same day the Dalai Lama told 
hundreds who braved the rain to 
near him that Asian cultures do 
not require a different approach 
to human rights issues. 

“I do not share this view, and I 


am convinced that the majority of 
Asian people do not support this 
view either,” the exiled Tibetan 
leader said. 

Speaking in a park adjacent to 
the conference building, the 
Dalai Lama managed to get 
around China’s ban on his pre- 
sence at the conference. 


THE PROFESSIONAL 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN K AMIAR & SONS 

L. 604676 60 J 6 96 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 
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i CROWN INTLEST. 
1 Packing, shipping 
j Forwarding, storage 

1 worldwide Removals 

Air anrl I anH 




JORDAN 
MARKET PUCE 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWE1BDEH 
. AMMAN - JORDAN 


Jordanian Marketing 
Research Bureau 
Tel. 691906 Fax:. 602419 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality - in . . 

1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
crar shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 

slew 30% larger " 

* -Froo e nt argu- 
ment 20 x 30 cat 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieti tel: .823891 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for skle. 


For further 
please call: 


details, 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 
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Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN ” 

Book now & Join 



Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 

Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey, Cyprus 
& Egypt 

Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 


our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
* Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 

☆ Antalya $ 800 H/B 

☆ Turkish Riviera S80G H/B 

☆ Cyprus $770 BIB 

■ * All in 5 star INT’L HTLS 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 1 


,j'i_nnH CiAfil (uUm 

' 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

Prepared by oar 
Chinese chefs 

Open daily for 
lunch & dimer 
Take may smtm 
Jabal AI Hussein 
Wnistry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
TeL 893004 
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wmm RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

jopevr 12:30-3:30 Ji tO0-H:30 Jufy] 

Take away is available 

Wadi Saqra Read 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

[TeL 661322, Amman 

Cnee Tasted 
gL, ftlwatf* LCUd 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TakaawaybaviliMt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


*1* 

FORTE 

GRAND 


China Town 

At The Forte Grand Amman 
An .cxquiMfe iu - « menu at speeul prices 

Fur voui icscn-Jinn please ljII 
674 III Bn tS.lM or A743mi. 



Cfwo 

Town 



Italian Restaurant 


Every Friday & Sunday 

FAMILY LUNCH 

Ada! ts J.D, 7,008 (Mina 4009 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
Building , 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons ■ 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30- 3.30 pm 
7.30-H.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tol. 6F>9S1 ( < 6^95?0 


The Rrst Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room. 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IRAIfOTFL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
'P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Agassi in new pain but determined 
to defend Wimbledon 


HALLE, Germany (Agencies)— 
Andre Agassi has a new serve 
and a new pain and painfully little 
lime to get ready for Wimbledon. 

The defending Wimbledon 
champion returned to action 
Tuesday after an absence of more 
than two months: 

The comeback lasted 96 mi- 
nutes — the time it too, Carl- 
Uwe Steeb to beat Agassi 5-7, 
6-2, 6-1 in the first round of the 
inaugural grass-court tournament 
in Halle, a major tuneup for 
Wimbledon. 

Agassi had not played tourna- 
ment tennis since April 9, be- 
cause of tendinitis in his right 
wrist. His wrist felt fine Tuesday, 
but there was a new pain in his 
right elbow. 

Despite all the setbacks, Agassi 
said he was determined to go into 
Wimbledon fighting. 

“When you are the defending 
champion, you don't go out fear- 
ing to lose." he said. 

“I'd have probably gone to 
Wimbledon in a cast.'' Agassi 
said. “My heart tells me to play 
Wimbledon, my head tells me 
one year of Wimbledon is not 
worth making the injury worse 
and maybe affecting my later 
career.” 

"If I had pain today (in my 
wrist) I would have had to make a 
very painful decision." he said. 
.-“But even if my wrist hurt, it'd 
be difficult to miss Wimbledon. It 
could be once-in-a-lifetime 
chance to defend the title.” 
"-Agassi plans to stay in Halle 
uhtil Thursday and Friday to 
practice, before going to Wimble- 
don. 

Seeded No. 8 in Wimbledon, 
better than his No. 13 world 
hanking, Agassi was drawn Tues- 
day to open his campaign on 


centre court Monday against 
Bernd Karbacher of Germany. 
But he declined to discuss the 
draw, saying. “I haven’t seen if.” 

Agassi, who was forced to 
modify his service action to take 
pressure off the injuries, realises 
he has a major uphill task even to 
get through the first week at 
Wimbledon. 

But he was just happy to be on 
a court again at the Halle Arena, 
a new stadium which has been 
modelled on the AU-England 
club. 

“I need more matches, I wish I 
could have had more. But every 
minute I spend on a tennis court 
from now until Wimbledon is 
going to help me... if I can get 
through afew matches, things may 
go ail right for me. The first week 
is going to be critical." 

The American said his heart 
was in returning to Wimbledon. 
But on Tuesday's form he has a 
very long way to go to be in with a 
realistic chance of picking up the 
men's singles trophy July 4. 

Agassi used a restricted back- 
swing when he served in the 
opening game, a tactic which is 
often employed by players suffer- 
ing from shoulder injuries but not 
that common that arm problems. 

The American looked to be 
carrying a few extra kilos. As if to 
hide the flab, he unusually had 
his shirr rucked into his shorts, 
depriving the packed centre court 
of the sight of one of the world's 
most photographed navels — af- 
ter Madonna's — as he launched 
his serve. 

The 9,000 crowd, including 
Agassi's Wimbledon first-round 
opponent Bernd Karbacher, nave 
die American a more rousinr 
reception than Steeb when he wp. 
introduced in the warm-up. 


Despite the modified techni- 
que, Agassi supplied them with a 
brilliant display of serving in the 
opening game when he hit two 
aces. The American seemed to be 
on top, breaking Steeb's service 
in the sixth game toi take a 4-2 
lead. 

Although Steeb broke back 
with a backhand passing shot to 
reduce Agassi's lead to 5-4. Agas- 
si kept his nerve to take the first 
set 7-5 after 39 minutets when 
Steeb hit a volley at the net past 
the baseline. 

But that was the last period of 
good play from Agassi in the 
match. His game went to pieces 
in the second and third sets as 
steeb kept him pinned to the 
baseline with some accurate shots 
from the back of the court. 

But Steeb said Agassi may not 
need much time to get into shape. 
“He needs to win a couple of 
matches. Then he's there." 

“I've got a week to get things 
together. I don't feel I’m as pre- 
pared as I could have been, but 
I’ve got to do my best." Agassi 
said. 

Navratflova wins twice; Shriver 
apologises: Top-seeded Martina 
Navratilova won two matches 
Tuesday at the rain-disrupted 
Eastbourne grass-court tourna- 
ment, while No. 3 Mary Joe 
Fernandez was ousted in her 
second match of the day. 

Fernandez, playing for the first 
time since losing to Steffi Graf in 
the French Open final 10 days ago, 
defeated Briton Shirli-Ann Sid- 
iall 6-4. 7-5 in her opening 
well. 

But three hours later. Feman- 
aez was knocked out of the 
S375.000 event by 55th-ranked 
fellow American Ginger Helge- 


son 6-2, 6-2. She was forced to 
play twice because most first- 
round matches were rained out 
Monday. 

“The French Open final was in 
the past, I have to look to the 
future.” said Fernandez. “It 
takes me a while to adapt to the 
grass and today Ginger played a 
very very good match.” 

Navratilova needed just 52 mi- 
nutes to earn a 6-1, 6-2 victory 
over Romanian qualifier Ruxan- 
dra Dragomir, she then beat fel- 
low American Robin White 6-2. 
6-2 in one hour. 

Meanwhile the ugly feud be- 
tween Pam Shriver and Zina 
Garrison-Jackson may be over. 

Shriver apologized Tuesday for 
the verbal “misunderstanding” 
last week which led Garrison- 
Jackson to accuse her of being 
racist. 

Before going or .'Ourt to play 
their first- round • ?)es matches 
at the Eastbour grass-court 
tournament, the t players met. 

“We had a talk t« ay and I said 
sorry for the misur erstanding,” 
said Shriver, who ad to retire 
from her match against Miriam 
Oremans of the Netherlands with 
a leg injury. “We have had 10 
years of friendship and hopefully 
it will go on. From my point of 
view it will." 

During a quarterfinal match 
between the two players in Birm- 
ingham last week, Shriver slam- 
med a ball at Garrison-Jackson 
and swore at her entourage sitting 
courtside. A short time later. 
Shriver called Garrison-Jackson 
“stupid." 

After the match, Garrison- 
Jackson blasted Shriver at a news 
conservance and said she consi- 
dered some of her words and 
actions to be racist. 


RACJ’s Ledger elected to 
World Motor Sport Council 


AMMAN (J.T.) — At a meeting 
of representatives of the national 
automobile clubs of 63 countries 
m. Paris last week decisions were 
taken to fundamentally alter the 
structure of the International 
Automobile Federation, to w^'ch 
all national touring and motor 
sporting dubs belong. 

The semi autonomous Interna- 
tional Motor Sports Federation, 
FISA, was disbanded and the 
parent federation was restruc- 
tured wity two wings, the ;World - 
Council for Touring arid “the ~ 
Automobile for all non sporting 
matters and the World Motor 
Sport Council which replaces 
FISA and deals with ail aspects of 
nibtor sport internationally. 

- Elections were held to form the 
two new 19 member World Coun- 
cils. Derek Ledger, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan was elected as a 
(hember of the World Motor 
Sport Council for a four year 
term. This is the first time ever 
that a representative of a de- 
veloping country which only has a 
.small motor sporting programme 
has been elected as a member of 
(he world motor sport dedsion 
making body. Mr. Ledger is also 
a member of the World Rally 
Commission which sets the rules 
Jind standards of world rallying at 



Derek 

all levels and is rice chairman of 
the FIA World Customs Commis- 
sion which deals with internation- 
al m«'*or touring subjects. 

The iuci.. ion of a representa- 
tive from Jordan on these very 
i.T -ortant decision making bodies 
is a reflection of the confidence 
that the top personalities in inter- 
national automobile affairs has in 
the Kingdom and the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan 
which is now able to act as the 
representative for all the dubs in 
the Middle East in order to pro- 
tect their interests at the top 
level. 


Kingmambo wins St. 
James’s Palace Stakes 

ASCOT (AP) — Kingmambo charged through a narrow gap in the 
last furlong and surged to a 1 16-length victory Tuesday in the St. 
James's Palace Stakes, the showcase race of the first day of the Royal 
Ascot meeting. 

A stewards’ inquiry was held to determine whether Kingmambo, a 
2-5 favorite ridden by Cash Asmussen. had illegally bumped another 
horse when breaking through a tiny opening in the final stretch. 

But the stewards upheld the victory, ruling that the incident had 
not affected the outcome of the one-mile race in which only four 
horses competed. 

Needle Gun. ridden by Michael Roberts, was second. Ventiquat- 
with Willie Carson as mount finished third. Fourth wps 
ridd. n by Pat Eddery., ■ . 

Kingmambo. winner of the FfenCh l.tXXJGtiinea^-eei^'e'thrfifsT 
French-trained horse to win .the St. James’s Palace Stakes since 
venture VTT m I960. HIPis* trained by'-THhcdis Houiin:~ J ‘ 

Kinemambo became the overwhelming favorite after the with- 
ci • fonday of Zafonic. the runaway winner of the Engl : sh 2.000 
Guineas at Newmarket last month. Owner Khalid Abdulla decided 
not to run Zafonic because of the soft conditions of the grass. 

Kingambo is the only horse to have beaten Zafonic, at Maisons- 
Laffitte in France in April. 

TV race it off to an unusual start as Ventiquattrr'. ->gli and Wharf 
.»-«eu wa; outside, while Needle Gun and Kinzmambo Ltaycd near 
the rail. Halfway through the race, the two outside runr. rs cut back 
inside, trapping Kingmamboi in last place with seemingly no way to 
get through. 

In keeping with tradition, several members of the Royal family 
attended the races. They included Queen Elizabeth 21. Prince Phillip. 
Princess Anne and the Duchess of Kent. Princess Diana. Prince 
Charles and the Queen Mother were absent, however. 

There was an embarrassing incident for organisers when Princess 
Anne was initially refused entry because a guard didn't recognise 
her. 

“Weil, she was wearing dark glasses, wasn’t she? I didn't recognise 
her straight away." said Eric Pethcridge. 


Peanuts 




World Cup preliminaries 

China defeat Jordan 4-1 

By Alecn Bannayan 

Special to the Jordon Times 

CHINA SCORED A 4-i victory over Jordan Wednesday handing 
the Kingdom's team their second embarrassing defeat in the 
Second Leg of the Asian Group A qualifying matches for the 1994 
World Cup in the United States. 

The loss to China came only two days after Iraq hammered 
Jordan 4-0 to take a 9 point lead atop the group standings. Iraq 
are expected to score easy wins in their upcoming two matches to 
reassert their lead in the group and secure qualification to the 
second round of Asian competition, at the end of which two teams 
will qualify for the finals in the U.S. 

Iraq were to play Yemen in Wednesday’s late match and meet 
Pakistan Friday. Iraq beat Yemen 6-1 and Pakistan 8-0 in the First 
Leg of the tournament in Irbid. 

China's Li Bing scored his team's first goal in the 15th minute 
from a free kick just outside the penalty box. Both teams failed to 
score more goals ending the first half 1-0 for China. 

China scored their second goal five minutes into the second 
half. Ten minutes later Jordan's captain Jamal Abu Abed blasted 
a powerful long-range shot reducing China's lead to 2-1. 

The Jordanian team prevented China's foster strikers from 
scoring until the 77th minute when Li Bing scored his second goal 
from a header after a carefully executed corner kick. 

Only three minutes later China converted another corner kick 
to a fourth goal as Gao Hongbo took advantage of an indifferent 
defence to score an easy goal. 

Nart Yadaj lost Jordan’s only real scoring chance when he faced 
the Chinese goalie but hesitated before kicking the ball which was 
cleverly intercepted by a Chinese defender. 

In the final minute of the match Jordan's goalie Mohammad 
Abu Daoud blocked a dangerous shpt by striker Wu Ounli ending 
the match 4-1. 

Standings after Wednesday’s 1st game 

P W D L CF GA Pts 


Iraq 

China 

Yemen 

Jordan 

Pakistan 


20 

15 

12 

7 

2 


2 

3 

9 

15 

27 



__ 

British racing driver Nigel Mansell sprays champagne over his new 
wax figure during his visit to Madame Tussand’s Wax Museum, 
Wednesday (AFP photo) 


-HOROSCOPE 

- -FORECAST FOR ^ FRIDAY JUNE 18, 1993 

By Thomas Si- Pidrson t Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Listening to what others have to 
s ay that is entirely different from 
anything you have heard before 
makes this a most interesting day 
for you as you concentrate on 
matters of a personal nature. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 191 
New and different activities arc the 
centre of todays actions and after a 
slow slan you find sudden action 
released and a creative ability in 
operation. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You Teel your attachment docs noi 
appreciate you hut keep devoted 
and loving and you find you gel a 
very special reward for your 
thoughtfulness. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An 
associate makes some unreason- 
able demand early but react in a 
negative manner, then you can 
turn the situation to your own 
personal benefit. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) You now find thal work 
drags early in the day but keep 
persistent m achieving goals and 
you arc able to bring ltinb your 
biggest talents. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 2!) Study 
the various ways and means by 
which you can rise above a delay in 
plans and charm others into drimg 
some special delight that appeals to 
vnu. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to September 
22) Study the best way to get ltd nf 
long standing difficulty at home for 


by maintaining a poised attitude 
you arc appreciated and conditions 
happen as you wish. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octohcr 
22) Study the various means by 
which to handle that correspond- 
ence desk work you have delayed 
doing and afrer tonight you have 
inspiration for a fine wjy to attend 
to it. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Money matters arc of 
primary concern to you in the 
morning and then you are able to 
see modem and current ways to 
add to your assets easily. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 22) You arc highly per- 
sonal today and start ofi feeling 
you arc being blocked in gaining 
wishes but suddenly a new attitude 
brings you success. 

CAPRICORN: (December 23 to 
January 20) Think about how to 
eliminate a tiresome condition ear- 
ly and then you have a private 
aspiration you can gain by a whole 
new approach at gaining it. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 In Febru- 
ary (V) Friends and acquaintances 
are rhe core of your activity today 
so seek nut experienced ones io aid 
you early and later encourage new 
contacts. 

PISCES; (February 2D to March 
20) Study the best ways and means 
(o bring yoursc/r before the public 
guze and then do something un- 
usual that can startle and delight 
those m power. 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JUNE IT, 1993 _ 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundahon 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Car- 
ry through in a most precise and 
conscientious way with whatever 
duties otters expect of you an ? 
make plans for that trip that is 
important Jater this summer. Ado 
up the costs carefully. 


ARIES: (March 21 ro April 19) 
Now you can arrange (hose in- 
terests and activities with which 
you and your mate wish to have as 
the main stream of your future 
existence. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Join now with that partner who is 
equally determined to make a suc- 
cess of your project as yourself and 
stan afresh to make a big advance. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever your decision about con- 
tinuing v our work load this is the 
day to pat in motion a course of 
action that can keep you well 
occupied. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) That special gift you pos- 
sess can now be made to operate in 
your behalf for a considerable 
period of time so make prepara- 
tions therefore. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
are now clever and resourceful in 
understanding a change that needs 
to be made beneath your own roof 
to enhance conditions in that vital 
realm. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Look into all matters that 
intrigue you from the angle of 


making them a rcg uIa ',P? r * of f K 
everyday interests and claim them 
for yourself. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A day to decide and put in 
motion your practical plans for 
having more abundance and to so 
that such will be in effect over a 
mature period of years. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- £.> 
ber 21) Be straightforward and - 

direct in going after what you 
personally desire and ji can come 
into your life and remain there for 
sometime into the future. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You now should 
have that well rounded campaign 
or action for. your future well 
marked out and you can be ready 
to put into motion the next good 
day. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Jonuaiy 20) Make arrangements 
now to regularly meet with persons 
with the same outlook or interests 
as yourself to exchange ideas, in- 
formation and forge ahead. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your best methods to 
advance today is to get into con- 
versations with your own family i^ 
and in unity deride your future p. 
aims, course of action. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Communicate in whatever 
manner is possible with those per- 
sons you want to be allied with in 
your ’everyday dealings and bring 
them closer to you. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“Tell me a bedtime story where my 
boss is turned into a beanstalk 
and I cut him down to size!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I ^ by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble those tour J urn Wes, 
one lei 'or io each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


YITED 


~n n 

□ 

□ 


TAVIL 


‘LU 

□ 

□ 


FARREY 
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HtS BUS1NES5 
SUCCESS PEPENPS 
ON PRJVING 
CUSTOMERS AWAY. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— ranmxm 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TAWNY PIECE BOUNTY TOWARD 

Answer. Whai I he umpire turned pizfca Che! 
announced — “BATTER UP* ' 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 
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^Economy 


One U.S. do llar 
buys one million 
Yugoslav dinars 



JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, JUNE 17-18, 1993 


Belgrade (r> — me Mack 
market exchange rate for the 
Yugoslav dinar reached one mil* 
lion to. the dollar Wednesday, a 
graphic pointer to an economy 
driven to ruin by war and econo* 
mic sanctions. 

The currency's continuing 
plunge was also reflected in a 
government decision again to de- 
value the dinar, which Tanjug 
news-agency said would be pegr 
ged at 700,000 to the Ger man 
mark. 

The figure is slightly above the 
current black market rate and tO 
times more than the largely 
meaningless official exchange 
rate. 

The SI to 1,000,000 dinar ceil- 
ing broke a few hours after the 
^government of rump Yugoslavia 
agreed on a draft budget that 
allocates 75.5 per cent of govern- 
ment expenditure to the Yugos- 
lav armed forces, one of the 
highest ratios in the world. 

According to official figures, 
the strength of the armed forces 
now stands at around 100,000 
men, half of them conscripts. 

On Belgrade's streets, home to 
a flourishing unofficial financial 
services industry, it cost one mil- 
lion dinars to buy a dollar 
Wednesday. The U.S. currency 
sold for around 950,000 dinars. 

Six months ago, the dollar- 
* dinar rate hovered around 3300. 

Back then, a Belgrade taxi fare 
. cost around 3,000 dinars and in- 
£atk>fl ran at an annual 19,800 
per cent. Now, a short taxi ride 
costs 1,500,000 dinars and some 
estimates say inflation will have 
reached one million per cent by 
the end of the year. 

The draft budget, to be submit- 
ted to parliament later this 
month, was a revision of a version 
drawn up in April which ear- 
marked 70 percent for the armed 
forces. 

: At the time, Yugoslav Prime 
Minister Radoje Kontic said that 
“under conditions of a blockade, 
a military threat and a war in the 


neighbourhood, the funds for the 
defence of the country must cor- 
respond to the danger that 
threatens*'. 

• 

According to Mr. Kontic, de- 
fence, military pensions, veteran 
““ability payments arid buma- 
mtanan aid combined to make up 
a round 89 per cent of “inelastic 
pa Mic expenditure". 

An international embargo im- 
posed on Serbia and Montenegro 
— the two republics that make up 
ramp Yugoslavia — on May 30, 
1992, banned all trade, froze 
Yugoslav assets abroad, prohi- 
bited oil shipments and even ban- 
ned Yugoslavs from sports and 
cultural exchanges. 

The embargo has laid waste to 
the economy, once one of the 
most robust in Eastern Europe, 
and inflicted severe hardship on 
millions of Yugoslavs. 

Many pensions have shrank to 
the equivalent of around $15 a 
month. Average monthly pay 
dropped from around $350 a mouth 
at the end of 1990 to around $15 
now. Wage increases do not keep 
pace with prices that rise by leaps 
and bounds. 

A kilogramme of tomatoes, for 
example, cost 350,000 dinars in 
the first week of Jane and 800,000 
in the second. Bread, whose price 
is controlled by the government 
under recent legislation, went up 
by 25 per cent Wednesday. 

The Serbian Statistics Bureau 
said this week that inflation in 
June was expected to reach 400 
per cent. 

To press demands for a lump 
sum payment of 100 milboa di- 
nars ($100) and regular cost-of- 
living adjustments, a small group 
of regional air traffic control lets 
have gone on hunger strike at 
Belgrade Airport. 

The airport has been closed to 
international flights since the 
sanctions began but Yugoslav 
flight controllers continued to 
guide air traffic over Yugoslav 
territory. 
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ARAB DAME 

'JORDAN NATIONAL DAM 
CAIRO MIM BAM 
BANE Of JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST MVEStMOR BARE. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BARE 
THE HOUSING BANE 

Jordan lannrr bank 

ARAB JORDAN MVSSTMMT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BAM 
UNION BAM FOR SAVING S INVESTMENT 
BUSINESS BANK 

BEIT ELMU. SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 
MMAM BANK FOB INVESTMENT 
ARAB BANUMO CORPORATION/ JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BAM. 

JORDAN INSURANCE 
ABASIAS SEAS INSURANCE 
GENERAL ARABIA INSURANCE 
JTRURAI.ni INSURANCE 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
'THE NATIONAL AHLIA INSURANCE 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POHRH 
IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICm 
ARAB XKTBWATIQMAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SNIPPING LINES 
JORDAN TOURISM K SPA COMPLEX 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVE STMENT 
rSTWi ENTRPRISES S EQUIPMENTS 1XMI MC 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 
MACHXMRX EQUIP. RESTING B HAXREKAKE 
JORDAN PRESS IQIMDATTON / ALRA'Z 
JORDAN PRESS t PUBLISH INC /AP-D PBTOU B 
UNITED Id DOLE EAST S COiNJDOM HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT 6 EDU CATION 
ARRMQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE HIKES 
THE ARAB POTASH 
JORDAN PETROLEUM HBPINANT 
WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COIMERCXAL A AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 
ABM PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES HRMUF ACTVR INC 
JORDAN PAPER C CARDBOARD FACTORIES 
ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
GENERAL INVESTMENT 
ARAB PAWN CONVERTING 6 TRAD ISO 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIES _ 

I N TE RM E D IATE PKTRO-OHEHICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES L HBTOI/J XHCO 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
■JORDAN WOOD INDUSTRIES / JW1CO 
NATIONAL CABLE 6 MUR HANOFAcnmiNU 
JORDAN SULPHD-CHBMICALS 

ANAS CENTER FOR PHANH. A CHEMI CALS __ 

JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR ABU. 6 POOD PRO0- 


DNXVR3AL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
rA‘AVr r T O T A L 


900.190 

917.303 
3,400 

22,267 
66,117 
250,363 
416.061 
518,600 
41,133 
216,702 
19,900 
86,596 
27,769 
>80.964 
60,970 
H1B.B36 
6,485 
6,031 
, 1.622 
20,443 
114,937 
B65 
554,606 
196 
69.255 

2.300 
1,914 

71,325 

33,247 

B. 9 B 6 

10,416 

19.176 
20,660 

25.176 
4,050 

199, 171 
69,710 
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1,935 
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10,925 
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63.123 
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170,403 

22.6B3 
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1,015,280 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midscssion 
on the London Fdrrign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2780/85 
1.6445/55 
1.844000 
1.4668/78 
33.78/79 
5.5350/400 
1493/1494 
106.21/26 
7.3350/450 . 
6.9460/560 
6i 2830/930 
$1.5165/75 
$369.70/370.20 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Amman is as expensive as New York 


GENEVA — A survey published 
Tuesday ranked Amman along 
with New York, Madrid, Barce- 
lona and Amsterdam in the 23 
dot as being equally expensive 
with 100 points each. 

The Japanese cities of Tokyo 

and Osaka were by far the most 
expensive cities in dollar terms, 
according to the survey. 

The survey stud Moscow had 
become much more expensive for 
its growing foreign community 
and now had the finh-fughest cost 
of living worldwide. 

Zimbabwe’s capital Harare and 
Bombay in India ranked bottom 
of die list in dollar terms, it said. 

The survey is published twice a 
year by a private Geneva-based 
company Corporate Resources 
Group. It is based on a basket of 
151 products including food, clo- 
thing and transport, but not 
accommodations. It a often used 
by companies and governments 
to calculate living allowances for 
workers overseas. 

The survey uses New York as 


its base of 100. Exchange rates 
used were from mid-March when 
the dollar was particularly strong 
against foreign currencies. 

The survey said Tokyo bad an 
index of 192 and Osaka 180. The 
African cities of Libreville and 
Brazzaville followed with 137 ami 
134 respectively, 

Moscow bad a rating ’of 132, 
making it the most expenrive dty 
in Europe abend of traditionally 
costly Scandinavian capitals. The 
consultancy based its calculations 
of prices in the growing number 
of loud currency stores in the 
Russian capital, on which many 
fo reigners rely for basic products. 

The Argentine capital Buenos 
Aires was the only city in the 
North and South America that 
was more expensive than New 
York with a rating of 124, De- 
spite rampant inflation in Brazil, 
the devaluation of the cru zei ro 
kept dollar costs down there, the 
survey safaf. 

It said far general terms. West 


Aer Lingus seeking 
1,400 job reduction 


DUBLIN (R) — Ireland’s debt- 
laden state airline Aer Lingus has 
sought 1,400 job cuts in its surviv- 
al plan presented to the Dublin 
government, industry sources 
said Wednesday. 

Aer Lingus is seeking to reduce 
its operating costs by over 30 
million punts ($45 milKon) per 
year, tbe sources said, with most 
of tbe reduction coining from 
savings on staff costs. 

The airline, burdened with 
debts of 500 million punts ($750 
million), has asked the Irish gov- 
ernment for about 150 minion 
(Hints ($225 million) in new equi- 
ty to secure its future, the sources 
added. 


The survival plan for the airtine 
that has a total staff of more dam 
12,000 is now being considered by 
the government. 

It is estimated that Aer Unfits 
lost US million punts ($172.6 
nriffloa) in the year to Match 1993 
compared with a km of 11 mJlliofl 
punts ($16.51 mffion) in the year 
to March 1992. 

Opeating losses are estimated 
to have been about 45 million 
punts ($67.54 miHkm) with the 
airline incurring substantial once- 
off costs, tbe most significant 
being the write-down of its bold- 
ing in aircraft leasing firm GPA 
Group PLC. 
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Currency 

I MTH 

KfiUiS 

6 MTHS 

IM’nl 

ILS. Dollar 

3.18 

3.25 

3.40 

3.68 i 

Sterling Pound 

5.68 

5.68 

5.78 

5.81 

Deutsche Mark 

7.68 

7.43 

7 .12 

6.68 

Swiss Frauc 

5.00 

4.93 

KK3 

4. SO 

French Fra Hr 

7.43 

7.25 

MSM 

6.56 

Japanese Yen 

3.18 

3.18 

3.18 

3.18 

European Currency Unit 

7.75 

7.37 

7.12 

6.75 


Currency 


V* 


Starting Pound 


Deutsche Marti 


Swiss Franc 



French Franc 


J apan es e Yen 


Dutch G udder 


Swedish Kroon 


Italian Lira" 


Brixtan Franc 


0.02037 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Saadi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


0.02047 


10/6/ 7993 


Oiler 



Quart Riyal 


Egyptian Pwad 


Greek Drachma 


Cypriot Pound 


1.4050 


0.2200 


1.7330 


0.1310 


0.3495 


1.4480 


European cities continued to be 
more expensive than their Amer- 
ican co u nt e rparts, while Canada 
and Latin America were compa- 
ratively cheap. 

Asian cities were gradually be- 
coming more expensive for fore- 
igners, it said. After Japan, the 
capitals of Taiwan, China, South 
Korea and Hong Kong were most 
expensive, it said. 

Following is the cost of living 
ratings for cities surveyed: 

1. Tokyo, Japan, 192 

2. Osaka, Japan, 180 

3. Libreville, Gabon, 137 

4. Brazzaville, Congo, 134 

5. Moscow, Russia, 132 

6. Dakar, Senegal, 125 

— Douala, Cameroon, 125 

— Oslo, Norway, 125 

7. Buenos Aires, Argentina, 124 

8. Abidjan, Ivory Coast, 123 

9. Copenhagen, Denmark, 122 

10. Peking, China, 120 

11. Hong Kong, 118 

— Seoul, South Korea, 118 

12. Vienna, Austria, 116 


Zurich, Switzerland, 116 
Geneva, Switzerland, 115 
Shanghai, China, 114 
Paris, France, 113 
Tel Aviv, Israel, 109 
Brussels, Belgium, 108 
Luxembourg, 108 
Lyon, France, 108 
Berlin, Germany, 197 
Munich, Germany, 107 
Dusseldorf, Germany, 106 
Stockholm, Sweden, .106 
Frankfurt, Germany, 105 
Singapore, 103 
London. England 101 
Amman, Jordan, 100 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, 100 
Barcelona, Spain, 100 
Madrid, Spain, 100 
New York, 100 
Dublin, Ireland, 99 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 99 
Leipzig, Germany, 98 
Cairo, Egypt, 97 
Jakarta, Indonesia, 97 
Manama, Bahrain, 97 
. Chicago, 96 
Guangzhou, China, 96 
Kuala Lumpuer, Malaysia, 96 


— Milan, Italy, 96 

— Montevideo, Uruguay, 96 

28. Istanbul, Turkey, 95 

— Lisbon, Portugal, 95 

— Los Angeles, 95 

— Washington D.C. 95 

29. Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates, 94 

— Helsinki, Finland, 94 

— Mexico City, 94 

— Rome, Italy, 94 

— San Francisco, 94 

— Sao Paolo, 94 

30. Athens, Greece, 93 

— Bangkok, Thailand, 93 

— Boston, 93 

— Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 
93 

— Houston, 93 

— Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 93 

31. Manila, Philippines, 92 

— Miami, 92 

— Sydney, Australia, 92 

— Toronto, Canada, 92 

32. Melbourne, Australia, 90 

33. Algiers, Algeria, 88 

— Casablanca, Morocco, 88 

— Lima, Peru, 88 


— Montreal 88 

34. Newcastle, England, 87 

— San Jose, Costa Rica, 87 

— St. Louis, 87 

35. Guatemala City, 86 

— Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, 
86 

— Panama City, 86 

— Tunis, Tunisia, 86 

— Vancouver, Canada, 86 

36. Budapest, Hungary, 85 

37. Calgary, Canada, 84 

37. Warsaw, Poland. 84 

38. Karachi, Pakistan, 83 

39. Caracas, Venezuela, 81 

— Johannesburg, 81 

— Quito, Ecuador, 81 

40. Prague, Czech Republic^ 80 

— Santiago, Chile, 80 

41. Lagos, Nigeria, 79 

— Tehran, Iran, 79 

42. Auckland, New Zealand, 77 

— Bogota, Colombia, 77 

43. Asuncion, Paraguay, 73 

— Nairobi, Kenya, 73 

44. Bombay, India, 67 

— Harare, Zimbabwe, 67 


Aramco forms task force to oversee 
takeover of Saudi refining company 


MANAMA (R) — Saudi Aramco 
has set up a special task force to 
oversee its takeover of the Sanrii 
refining company SAMAREC 
Aramco President Ali Naimi said 
Wednesday. 

The merger, dictated by a 
Saudi cabinet decision Monday 
night to abolish SAMAREC, has 
created the world’s biggest oil 
production and refining com- 
pany. 

But tbe work of integrating 
12,000 SAMAREC employees 
and its refining and product 
marketing network into a com- 
pany with 47,000 workers will be 
huge and require careful plan- 
ning. 

Mr. Natmi, in a message to 
employees circulated in Wednes- 
day’s internal newspaper, Tbe 
Arabian Sun, said he had named 
Abdul Aziz Al Hokail, executive 
vice-president for industrial rela- 
tions and Aramco affairs, to head 
the task force. 

Its task will be to make the 
transition smooth, “with mini- 
mum disruptions to other 


ongoing business,” Mr. Naimi 
said. 

Nabil Bassam, executive vice- 
president for finance, will in the 
mean time add Mr. Hokail's 
other duties to his own. 

Mr. Naimi told Aramco em- 
ployees that the cabinet decision 
was “yet another measure of the 
government’s confidence in our 
company”. 

The dissolution of SAMAREC 
takes immediate effect, but 
SAMAREC employees are still 
in place and oil officials have said 
the transition will be gradual. 

An authoritative oil industry 
expert said in Riyadh the merger 
made Aramoo the world's largest 
oil refining and production com- 
pany. 

“This measure makes Aramco 
not only the world's largest oil 
production company, but also the 
largest in refining,” be told repor- 
ters. 

The expert, who asked not to 
be named, said Aramco's daily 
production of refined products 
would now reach two million bar- 
rels in addition to its interests 


abroad. 

“It is an important economic 
measure in the oil industry sector 
in Saudi Arabia,” he said, adding 
that the move was not due to 
losses by SAMAREC or bad 
management. 

He said SAMAREC earned 
the Saudi government some $22 
billion since its formation in De- 
cember 1988 and successfully pro- 
vided the U.S.-led military 
alliance which defeated Iraq in 
the 1991 Gulf war with all its 
needs for refined products. 

The aim of the merger, which 
took effect Tuesday although the 
handover will be gradual, is to 
“expand, develop and increase 
the capacity of the refineries” 
which were operated by 
SAMAREC, the oil industry ex- 
pert said. 

He said new products were 
expected to be added under 
Aramco including the production 
of unleaded fuel in about 18 
months. 

Petromin, a Saudi company 
which owned SAMAREC, will 
continue to represent the king- 


dom’s share in the three joint- 
venture refineries In Yanbu, 
Jubail and Rabigh, he added. . - 

The merger will not affect the 
jobs of some 12,000 SAMAREC 
workers but would lead to cost 
cutting and better marketing poli- 
cies, the expert said. 

“The new atmosphere will crem- 
ate added flexibility ih Contracts 
and deals concerning selling oil 
and refined products to clients,” 
he added. 

He said Saudi Arabia's master 
plan aims at eventually switching 
Petromin's interests solely to the 
mining sector by merging two 
mining companies it currently 
owns. 

Petromin, which started opera- 
tion in 1963, was originally cre- 
ated to market and distribute oil- 
products in tbe kingdom. It later, 
diversified into exporting and re- 
fining products, lubricants facili- 
ties and gold mining. 

The source said Aramco's 
plans includes owning a fleet of- 
23 supertankers by the year 1995, 
in addition to other vessels on 


Israel transfers Union Bank to investors 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Fi- 
nance Minister Abraham Shohat 
formally transferred Tuesday the 
government’s controlling interest 
in Union Bank to a group of 
private investors, the treasury 
said in a statement. 

Union is the first Israeli bank 
to be sold under a series of 
reforms sparked by a decade-old 
stock manipulation scandal in- 
volving the nation’s biggest 
banks. 

Earlier this month parliament 
the sale of 60 per cent 


of Union’s shares to the Eliahu 
Group ft?r $85.5 million. The 
treasury has said the bank was 
valued at $142 million. 

The government passed the re- 
forms on May 2 as the October 
1993 deadline on a government 
buyout programme neared. 

The reform programme aims to 
curb the power of Israel's “big 
four” major banks — Bank 
Hapoalim, Bank Leumi, Israel 
Discount Bank and Bank Mizrahi 
— which the state indirectly 
‘ t in 1983 after their share 


Lei your Kids 

Discover the Fun 
of Reading... 

Afajdafmvi Masterpieces 

Abdali-Nexl Lo Maryland Uolct.Trh 658859 
Specialized in children books From 2 lo 1 5 years old. 


DUTY UNPAID 

Nissan Patrol, 4-wheel drive 82; mileage: 78.000 km; 4 
new tires, air. cond., radio. 

Very good condition. Price USD 4.000 

Call: 68 91 77 beween 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 



.values collapsed. 

Probes snowed the banks had 
systematically manipulated the 
value of their shares. 

Union, a tiny institution com- 
pared with tiie “big four,” was 
jointly owned by the government 


defining 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RE 

Independent villa located in Umm Uthaina, consisting of 
three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon, dining, sitting with 
telephone, ready to be rented at once. 

Located in the Sixth Circle area, Jabal Amman. 

For more Information please call tel. 829091 


LAYAZAL 

The oldest house on the Plains of the Moabites is open this 
week to the public. 

You can visit the summer residence of Mr. Mamdouh 
Bisharat to enjoy 19th century Jordan Architecture, the 
Panoramic Views of the Ancient Land, and the Flavour of 
Farm Produce. 

Don't alias this opportunity. 

From 18tb to 25th Jane 1993 

Um El Kundum. Opposite Arabian Horse Club. 

16 km on the right of the .Airport Road. 


and Bank Leumi. 

The government last month 
.sold 20 per cent of its shares in 
Bank Hapoalim in a first step 
toward applying the reforms to 
the larger banks. Hapoalim had 
total assets of $34 billion in 1992. 


>oa rtf 

Gems. 

Birth stones. 

18 & 21 kt. gold. 

e dAjewe^ersAnt 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Amman. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes 200, 1980, duty unpaid — JD2.250 A/C, 
cassette radio, sunroof, excellent condition. 

TeL: 668781 from 10:00-12:00 Friday and Saturday 
Tel.: 826171 /Ext 321 from 7:30-10:80 other days 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
IN SHMEISANI 

Three bedrooms (one master), 2 large salons, 3 bathrooms, 
modern kitchen, 2 verandas, central heating, brand-new fomk; 
tore, telephone, lift. 

-Located near A1 Maqsura and Middle East hotels, and 100m away 
from Safeway. 

Please call tel. 675598 


LUXURY CAR FOR SALE DUTY UNPAID 

Range Rover 1992 Limited, colour khakhi suitable for 
diplomatic missions A/C, anti humidity device, internally, 
decorated with the finest natural wood, natural leather 
seats. Philips FM, AM stereo, radio touch with four 
speakers, electronic wave* search with the ability to 
programme several stations, sunroof, central lock, 
radiator has 2 fans -to protect the engine can waddle in 
water to 60 cm, numerous other accessories. 

Price $35,000. 

Please call Tel. 279733 Ivtrid 
Mr. Ztldan Al Kassas 9 a.m.-p p.m. 

PS possibility to trade ft with another car preferably Mercedes 


Cinema 


Td.: 6774201 ICS 


CONCORD 





HOW 

Adc 

The 


Sb«« *!!».*. : *0, 3J0, 6J0, &30. 1 W0, ttX pJL 



Children's show at 11 a.m. 
on Thursdays, - Fridays and 
Sundays the movie: 


Show: 12-J0. 3-.30, 6:15, 8J0, 10J0 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 


for the first time in Ammah you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre 
— the Gaza Strip — in a play entitled: 

The A aaniM t to B off Hanthalafy 
by artist Saeed Bttar 

9mm m Mfey mt Safer** Sam 4 and S at ft* pm. 
Please book seats in advance 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel,: 625155 

THEA 


, presents 

1) Parliament and fiuffp- 

: at 9 pjn. 

on MoQds^ Tuesday and Wednesday 

2) Ahlan New World Order 
at 9 pjn. on Thursday, Friday end Saturt 
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Azeri rebels take two more 


towns in advance on Baku 


BAKU (AFP) — Rebel troops 
continued their two-pronged adv- 
ance on Baku Wednesday, taking 
control of the town of Geokchay 
where they executed the deputy ■ 
mayor, officials there said. 

The rebels of renegade Colonel 
Suret Guseynov also seized the 
town of Axhsu. west of Baku, 
officials added. 

' The rebels had executed Geox- 
chay’s Deputy Mayor ilkaham 
Zeinalov and advanced to AZi 
Bayramly, 120 kilometres south- 
west of the capital. 

Government forces, mean- 
while. set up defensive positions 
at Alyat to (he south and Che- 
makha to the north of the capital 
as Azerbaijani President Albufaz 
Elchibey ordered the insurgents, 
whom he described as “pushing 
Azerbaijan towards civil war." to 
lay down their weapons. 

Col. Guseynov, who is still 
thought to be in the rebel stron- 
ghold Gyandzha. issued an ulti- 
matum late Tuesday to loyalist 
troops, calling on them to free the 
toiatn Gyandzha-Baku road — on 
which Geokchay and Akhsu are 
located — to allow his forces into 
the- capital, the officials added. 
He called on the president to 
resign. 

■ The revolt began when the 
rebel contingent, reported Tues- 
day as 200-strong, seized Gy and- 


zha, Azerbaijan's second city, on 
June 5*6. 

A hospital near the front said it 
received two dead and seven 
wounded, and the casualty toll 
was expected to rise. 

Col. Guseynov is demanding 
the removal of Mr. Elcibey and 
his entire cabinet — and already 
has succeeded in forcing the res- 
ignation of the prime minister 
and speaker of parliament. 

After the fighting, about 2.000 
Elcibey supporters demonstrated 
outside the presidential palace in 
Baku. 

“I am the legitimately elected 
president, and only the people, 
through a referendum, can re- 
move me from that post,” the 
thin, bearded Elcibey told the 
cheering crowd. 

Mr. Elcibey also issued a writ- 
ten appeal to Col Guseynov's 
troops, the former 709th Azerbai- 
jani Army Brigade. 

“As the president of the coun- 
try, I ask soldiers and officers not 
to spill the blood of their fellow 
defenders of the nation," he said. 
“As commander-in-chief of Azer- 
baijan's armed forces. I order you 
to put down your arms." 

Azerbaijan, an oil-rich country 
of 7 million people along the 
Caspian Sea, is the latest of sever- 
al former Soviet republics to be 
torn by civil war since independ- 


ence. 

The worst bloodshed has been 
in Tajikistan, where the old-style, 

pro-Communist government has 
driven pro- Islamic rebels into the 
mountains. By some accounts, 
20,000 people have been killed in 
the Central Asian nation. 

Civil war also has wracked 
Moldova. Georgia and the Cau- 
casus Mountains of southern Rus- 


corruption campaign by Mr. Gor- 
bachev in 1987. Mr. Aliev then 
returned to his native Azerbaijan 
and became leader of its 
Nakhichevan region. 


Azeris launch huge offensive 
in Karabakh 


sja. 


Azerbaijan's unrest endangers 
its fragile young democracy. As 
the fighting broke out Tuesday, 
the 50-member mejlis. or parlia- 
ment, met in emergency session 
to elect former Communist Party 
chief Geidar Aliev as its speaker. 

The 34-3 vote was an attempt 
to placate Col. Guseynov and 
prevent a full-scale civil war. But 
it could return Mr. Aliev, an 
old-style Communist, to power. 

“I'm telling Surat Huseynov 
that we want peace. All of us 
must unite." Mr. Aliev told the 
parliament after his election. 

Mr. Aliev, 70, rose through the 
ranks of the Soviet secret police 
in the 1940s to become Azerbai- 
jan's Communist Party boss and a 
member of the Soviet Union's 
ruling poiitburo. 

He resisted Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev's “peres- 
troika" reforms and was ousted 
from the poiitburo during an anti- 


Meanwhfle Azerbaijani troops 
launched a huge tank-led dawn 
offensive Wednesday along the 
entire eastern front of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, the general staff of 
Armenian Defence Forces in the 
disputed enclave told the Interfax 
agency. 

Dozens of T-72 tanks and other 
armed vehicles and “a large num- 
ber of infantrymen," attacked 
Armenian positions following a 
heavy artillery bombardment, 
claiming victims on both sides, 
authorities in Stepanakert, the 
capital of the Armenian separat- 
ist enclave, said. 

But Armenian defensive tines, 
mostly on higher ground than 
those held by attacking Azerbai- 
jani forees. were continuing to 
hold, the general staff said. 

The KarabaJdi Armenians have 
accused Mr. Elchidey of fuelling 
rhe troubles in Nagorno- 
Karabakh to encourage a show of 
unity in Baku and thereby under- 
mine the insurgency. 


South Africa marks Soweto Day 
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JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— Millions of people stayed away 
from work Wednesday, paralys- 
ing public services amid isolatecT 
'acts of violence as South African 
b.lacks marked the 17th 
anniversary of the 1976 Soweto 
uprising. 

. Police reported one man killed 
and a policeman wounded in 
Durban, in Natal province south 
of here, while a peace monitor 
was hospitalised in Alberton, 
near Johannesburg, with stab 
wounds. 

• ' The monitor, Kathleen Jansen, 
was knifed while walking through 
a part of Karlehong township 
controlled by the radical Pan 
Africanist Congress (PAC), 
police said. 

About 10.000 people gathered 
at Orlando Stadium in the sprawl- 
ing township of Soweto, south of 
Johannesburg, to hear African 
National Congress (ANC) Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela and other 
speakers. „ 

Groups marching into the sta- 
dium chanted “kill the Boer, kill 
the fanner,” defying a ban on the 
slogan imposed last week by the 
ANC leadership. 

The chant was picked up by the 
entire stadium and ANC officials 
had trouble switching the slogan 
to “Long live Mandela." 

More radical members of the 
ANC Youth League, meanwhile, 
fired shots as they marched. 


danced and sang their way to 
their own rally at Vosloorus, east 
of Johannesburg. 

The Red Cross said three peo- 
ple were wounded, one of them 
seriously, by gunfire as 3.000 
gathered at Vosloorus Stadium to 
listen to revolutionary verse as 
they wailed to hear ANC Natal 
Chairman Harry Gwafa. 

About one kilometre away, 
several hundred supporteis of the- 
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP). 
bitter rivals of the ANC, marched 
down (he main street bearing 
traditional weapons to hear a 
speech by IFP regional leader 
Themba Khoza. 

The ceremonies began with a 
wreath laying at the memorial in 
Soweto to Hector Pietersen, the 
12-year-old student who was the 
first to die by police bullets in the 
June 16, 1976, student uprising to 
protest against the imposition of 
Afrikaans in schools. 

The months of rioting that en- 
sued resulted in hundreds of 
deaths and ultimately, ANC lead- 
ers say, to the ongoing democracy 
talks expected to lead to the 
country’s first non-racial elections 
on April 27, 1994. 

Meanwhile. Zulu Chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi, explaining 
Wednesday why his party walked 
out of democracy talks, said he 
and his allies demanded ftill de- 
bate on whether South Africa 
should be a federation or a unit- 


ary state. 

Mr. Buthelezi's Inkatha Free- 
dom Party (IFP) and its black and 
white conservative allies staged 
the temporary walkout Tuesday 
because they think the other 
negotiators are obstructing the 
conservative demand for a feder- 
al system. 

Delegates from the Conserva- 
tive Allaince, the concerned 
South Africans Group 
(COSAG), said Tuesday they 
would consult their leaders and 
return to the democracy talks 
when they resumed Thursday. 

Mr. Buthelezi said in a state- 
ment Wednesday that his group 
had drawn a line "against the 
arrogance of those who have 
been attempting to manipulate 
the process of die constitutional 
development of our country while 
disregarding the real aspirations 
of the majority of South Afri- 
cans." 

He has previously accused the 
IFP's main black political rival. 
Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress, of colluding 
with the government in pushing 
through their vision of South 
Africa's future without regard for 
opposition views. 

The COSAG members de- 
mand highly autonomous regions 
in a federal system, while the 
ANC wants a centralised govern- 
ment with some regional devolu- 
tion. 


U.N. readies Haiti sanctions resolution 
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UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. envoys have said they were 
pushing for a Security Council 
vote this week on proposals to 
clamp a worldwide oil. arms and 
financial embargo on Haiti unless 
democracy is restored in the 
Caribbean state. 

The draft resolution includes a 
ban on oil and arms shipments 
and a freeze of financial assets on 
official funds abroad as well as 
those of Haiti's governing elite. 

The Council Tuesday cut short 
its scheduled discussion on Haiti 
because of other commitments 
but diplomats from 'he United 
States. France, and Venezuela, 
who drew up the document have 
spoken privately to most mem- 


bers. U.S. sources said there 
were no serious objections to the 
selective sanctions. 

Haiti's parliament voted Tues- 
day to recognise ousted President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide as the 
country's leader, but it granted 
him so little power that his own 
backers boycotted the debate. 

The measure would affirm Mr. 
Aristide's presidency under the 
constitution — but would extend 
indefinitely his exile, which began 
when he was overthrown in a 
September 1991 coup. 

The parliament's action, 
however, seemed to have little 
impact on Security Council mem- 
bers. 

The draft resolution would put 


sanctions into force a week after 
adoption unless Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghaii deems 
that enough progress has been 
made that “the imposition of 
sanctions is not warranted." 


The embargo would be reconsi- 
dered by the Council after Dr. 
Ghaii deems that the “de facto 
authorities in Haiti have signed 
and have begun implementing in 
good faith" an agreement to res- 
tore the proper authorities to 
power. 


The 34-nation Organisation of 
American States (OAS) a year 
ago imposed a ban at all Western 
hemisphere ports of any oil tank- 
ers going to Haiti. 


Cuba: U.S. hostility blocks talks 


HAVANA (R) — A senior 
Cuban official has said U.S. “bel- 
ligerence" towards Cuba stands 
in the way of negotiating com- 
pensation’ for American com- 
panies nationalised after the 
country's 1959 revolution. 

Ernesto Melendez, minister- 
president of Cuba's State Com- 
mittee of Economic Cooperation 
said in an interview published 
Tuesday that Cuba has always 
been willing to discuss claims by 
U.S. companies but the U.S. 
government's policy of hostility 
had blocked any progress on the 
issue. 

In the interview with the con- 
tactos magazine of the Cuban 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Cuban official, who is responsible 
for foreign investments in Cuba, 
presented no new offers or con- 
cessions in the Communist-ruled 
Caribbean island's dispute with 
the U.S., its main ideological foe. 

“The Cuban government has 
never refused to include the 
theme of mutual claims in the 
agenda of eventual negotiations 
to normalise relations between 
both countries," he said. 


■ Mr. Melendez said the Cuban 
government f?3d long ago been 
able to reach satisfactory agree- 
ments to compensate Spanish, 
Canadian, Swiss, British, French 
and other companies who were in 
the Same position. 

“A similar solution has not 
been reached in the case of the 
U.S. companies because of the 


climate of aggression, blockade 
and belligerence towards Cuba 
maintained by the U.S. govern- 
ment and because of its refusal to 
discuss on the basis of mutual 
respect." he added. 

Some foreign news reports had 
portrayed Mr. Melendez’s com- 
ments as a sign that Cuba was 
offering a new olive branch to 
improve relations with the United 
States. 

But Mr. Melendez's remarks 
merely re-stated Cuba's long- 
held position that the U.S. gov- 
ernment's embargo against the 
island and its policy of hostility 
were the main obstacles to any 
improvement in relations, 
whether political or economic. 

The same foreign news reports 
had also referred to a Cuban 
“announcement" in Havana 
Tuesday that it was cutting back 
its armed forces. 

But this move was publicly 
announced nearly two months 
ago on April 22 by Armed Force 
Minister General Raoul Castro 
who said in a published interview 
cutbacks were necessary because 
the size of the Cuban military was 
out of proportion to the country's 
“economic reality." 

The “announcement" men- 
tioned by the news reports was a 
brief paragraph by a columnist in 
Tuesday's Communist Party, 
newspaper Granina which clearly 
referred to General Castro's com- 
ments two months ago. 

Meanwhile a senior Russian official 


said Tuesday Russia and Cuba plan to 
increase their military coopera- 
tion. which had fallen off sharply 
since the break-up of the former 
Soviet Union. 

Lieutenant-General Valery 
Kotin, head of the group of Rus- 
sian military specialists serving on 
the Communist-niled Caribbean 
island, was asked by reporters 
whether collaboration between 
the two countries* armed forces 
would be extended. 

“Of course. In comparison to 
the last three years, wc are going 
to increase it," Gen. Kotin, the 
highest-ranking Russian military 
officer in Cuba, said through an 
interpreter. 

He was attending a military 
ceremony near Havana in which 
Cuba formally bade farewell to 
the last members of an ex-Soviet 
motorised infantry brigade being 
withdrawn under a bilateral 
accord. 

The combat brigade was estab- 
lished in Cuba a month before the 
October. 1962 Cuban missile cri- 
sis. It was one of the last relics of 
three decades of dose military 
alliance between Cuba and the 
former Soviet Union, which 
trained hundreds of Cuban offic- 


ers 


General discs Rosales Del 
Toro, Cuba's armed forces chief 
of staff and die most senior 
Cuban officer present, told repor- 
ters military cooperation formed 
part of tbe overall relations be- 
tween the two states. 


Cambodians 


agree 
to share 
interim 


power 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Leaders 
of Cambodia’s two main political 
parties agreed Wednesday to 
share power in an interim admi- 
nistration until a constitution can 
be written, a government spokes- 
man said. 

“I can assure you the formula 
for co-chairmen has been 
accepted by all parties," Sok An, 
cabinet chief for Prime Minister 
Hun Sen. told Reuters. 


He had just emerged from a 
meeting between the newly 
elected Constituent Assembly 
members and head of state Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, who had 
proposed the formula in a letter 
to the parties early Wednesday. 

He called for a government 
with two co-chairmen — his son 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, win- 
ner of last month's historic U.N.- 
nin elections, and Hun Sen, the 
incumbent prime minister. 


Mr. Sok An said further talks 
were necessary to resolve the 
question of military leadership 
and allot cabinet portfolios. 

Prince Sihanouk had proposed 
that Lieutenant-General John 
Sanderson, military chief of (he 
U.N. Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia, command the armed 
forces until UNTACs mandate 
expired in September. 

Son Sann. a former premier 
whose Buddhist Liberal Demo- 
cratic Pany (BLDP) won 10 seats 
in the 120-seat assembly, turned 
down an offer to be the interim 
government’s vice-chairman. Mr. 
Sok An said. 

Government radio reported 
th3t Son Sann had. however, 
accepted the power-sharing plans 
of the two larger parties. 

Officials from FUNCINPEC 
were not immediately available 
for comment. But they had ear- 
lier said they expected agreement 
on the latest proposal by Prince 
Sihanouk. 


The head of state's first plan 
for an interim government with 
himself as president and prime 
minister drew strong objections 
from Prince Ranariddh’s suppor- 
ters. 

FUNCINPEC won 58 scats in- 
the new assembly to 51 for Mr. 
Hun Sen's Cambodian People's 
Party (CPP). 

Khmer Rouge guerrillas, who 
boycotted tbe election, called 
Wednesday for the formation of a 
provisional government that gave 
Prince Sihanouk "real power, not 
just power in principle.'’ 

The 120-seat assembly has 
three months to write a constitu- 
tion and will then form a govern- 
ment. 

A secessionist movement led 
by ruling party hardliners in east- 
ern Cambodia was meanwhile 
falling apart. Its leader Prince 
Norodom Chakrapong, half- 
brother and political enemy of 
Prince Ranariddh, fled to Viet- 
nam with some of k*s armed 
followers Tuesday morning. 

"According to Mr. Hun Sen no 
single province under tbe control 
of the SOC (state of Cambodia, 
the government) administrative 
structure has become an auton- 
omous zone," a statement by the 
chief U.N. peacekeeper in Cam- 
bodia said. 

Mr. Hun Sen had been louring 
the east. 

Prince Chakrapong Saturday 
had declared an unspecified num- 
ber of provinces on the Vietnam 
border an autonomous zone with 
himsetF and two allies as rulers. 



ELTON GONE: Pop star Elton John and 
bodyguard (centre) jump over a sofa fat tbe Td 
Aviv Hilton lobby Tuesday as they run away from 
fans and press photographers upon arrival hi 
Israel. John who was scheduled to perform 


Wednesday for some 40,900 fans, got angry «nd 
left tbe country a f t e rw a rds. John was nicknamed 
“Elton Gone** by an unkfentBfed caller on an 
Israeli radio station, not long after the inddent 
had been disclosed (AFP photo) 


Yeltsin assembly passes 


declaration on constitution 


MOSCOW (R) — A special 
Kremlin assembly passed a gener- 
al declaration on progress to- 
wards a new Russian constitution 
Wednesday, disestepping the 
sensitive issue of power-sharing 
between regions. 

President Boris Yeltsin read 
out a declaration at a brief joint 
session of the five working groups 
making up the assembly. He left 
out a paragraph describing the 20 
ethnic republics as sovereign 
states but the regions, which seek 
equal status, as mere “state 
formations". 

The text also left out a section 
slating that a new parliament's 
upper chamber should consist of 


supreme officials of the 88 
subject-territories of the Russian 
Federation — another issue that 
has raised controversy. 


“Many will sigh with relief at 
this," Mr. Yeltsin said, after not- 
ing his omissions. 

More than 80 per cent of dele- 
gates present in the Kremlin mar- 
ble hall voted in favour of the 
declaration. 


Mr. Yeltsin then quickly de- 
clared the session over and sum- 
moned the next joint meeting for 
June 26. The working groups 
would continue negotiations until 
then on a joint draft to replace 
the Soviet-era charter. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Malawians reject Banda autocracy 


BLANTYRE. Malawi (R) — Malawians have rejected the 
autocratic system of ageing President Kamuzu Banda by almost 
two to one in a referendum, the official organising commission 
announced Wednesday. The referendum commission said 63 per 
cent voted for multi-party politics Monday, against 35 per cent for 
continuing one-party rule by Mr. Banda’s Malawi Congress Party 
(MCP). Malawians took to the streets in celebration after the 
announcement of the result. Hundreds of laughing people flooded 
into central BJamyrc, rhe country's biggest dty. Shoppers and 
office workers, cheering, whistling and waving victory signs, 
joined the demonstration. Motorists drove around honking their 
horns. In the capital Lilongwe some 300 people danced and sang, 
waving symbols of the victorious opposition parties. The commis- 
sion said 1 ,993.996 people agreed with the opposition Alliance 
For Democracy (AFORD) and the United Democratic Front 
(UDF). against 1,088,473 in favour of the MCP. which had 
portrayed the referendum largely as a vote of confidence in Mr. 
Banda. 


London talks on Hong Kong set for July 1 


HONG KONG (AFP) — British Prime Minister John Major has 
set a cabinet-level meeting in London for July 1 to review 
slow-going Sino-British talks on Hong Kong's political future, it 
was announced Wednesday. Governor Chris Patten, who touched 
off a shrill row with Peking with his plan to extend democracy in 
the colony before its return to China in 1997. is to attend the 
meeting, a Hong Kong government statement said. So too will 
London's ambassador to Peking. Sir Robin McLaren, who heads 
the five-man British team at the bilateral talks — round five of 
which ended Wednesday with no agreement. A sixth round of 
talks was set for next Wednesday and Thursday, but analysts said 
the London bubble that will follow was a clear sign of growing 
British frustration with the slow pace of the negotiations. 


Miyazawa seen caving in on reform 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa threw 
caution and compromise aside Wcdncsdasy. announcing he would 
put to parliament a controversial ruling party reform plan that 
stands no chance of passing. It is seen as a desperate throw which 
could trigger snap elections or even force his resignation. Wfth 
Wednesday’s decision. Mr. Miyazawa backtracked on a public 
pledge to propose legislation, acceptable to both ruling and 
opposition parties, thal could realistically reduce Japan’s rampant 
political corruption. Even if this hardline draft passes the lower 
house, where the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) has a 
majority, it is certain to fall in the opposition-dominated upper 
chamber. The net result is that reform is dead, at least until 1995 
when the LDP barons hope to win back the upper house. 
However, the politicking of recent days could blow up in the faces 
of the elderly men who have monopolised power in Japan for 
almost 38 years. -With public disgust with Mr. Miyazawa and the 
LDP already running dangerously high, this decision could spark 
a revolt by LDP moderates spelling the conservative party's 
break-up. J 


IAEA seeks to resume N. Korea inspections 


VIENNA (R) — The International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) said Wednesday it would seek to resume inspections of 
North Korea's nuclear facilities after Pyongyang decided against 
pulling out of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty. '‘In the light of 
this development, the IAEA is seeking to explore with (North 
Korea) the possibility of resuming consultations in the near future 
on continuation of safeguards inspections,” the U.N. nuclear 
watchdog's Director General Hans Blix said in a statement. The 
statemcm welcomed the "positive outcome" of talks on June llin 
New York which resulted in North Korea suspending its 
withdrawal from the non-proliferation treaty, designed to prevent 
the spread of nuclear weapons. 


Collor denies knowing of corruption 


BRASILIA (R) — Former Brazilian President Fernando Collor 
testified before a Supreme Court justice that he knew nothing 
about an alleged influence-peddling ring set up by aides. Mr. 
Collor . facing two corruption charges, said he was forced to resign 
in December 1992 because of opposition from “the traditional 
structures of Brazilian politics.” Mr. Collor, 43, told Supreme 
Court Justice Umar Galvao, the investigating judge, that he 
believed money he got from aides Was part of S25 million left over 
from his 1989 campaign. “It always seemed to the accused that 
those resources were in the power of... those charged with 
managing campaign resources,” including campaign treasurer 
Paulo Cesar Farias, a copy of his testimony released by the 
Supreme Court said. Mr. Colter's only demand "was that 
everything should be done according to the law," the document 
said. 


Bosnian 


army 
overruns 
town held 


by Croats 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — Troops 
of the mainly Muslim Bosnian 
army have overrun the region 
around the central town of 
Kakanj, forcing more than 10,000 
Croats to flee, the U.N. Protec- 
tion Force said Wednesday. 

A spokesman in the nearby 
town of Kfeeljak, where the force 
has its headquarters, told AFP by 
telephone that the region was 
firmly in the hands of the Bosnian 
army, but that fighting was con- 
tinuing in two or three villages. 


It was the second major deteat 
.for the Croat forces in 10 days, 
following their loss of their cen- 
tral town of Travnik and the 
surrounding area. 

The collapse of the Croat 
forces at Kakanj began overnight 
Monday when a key defence line 
crumbled, and the Bosnian forces 
later broke through in other 
spots, another U.N. source said. 

Entire units of the Bosnian 
Croat forces surrendered to Bos- 
nian army forces in Catici, about 
10 kilometres from Kakanj. 


A Bosnian Muslim offensive 
near Novi Travnik continued 
Wednesday, two days before a 
ceasefire was due to go into force 
throughout the republic. 

Heavy shelling of the Serb- 
besieged eastern Bosnian Muslim 
town of Gorazde continued over- 
night and Wednesday morning, 
Sarajevo Radio reported. 

The Muslim-controlled radio 
said there were many dead and 
wounded in the latest attack, but 
the report could not be indepen- 
dently verified. 


AmatcuT radio operators, the 
town’s only li.ik with the outside 
world, have said that 640 people 
have died and about 1,500 have 
been wounded in a three-week 
Serb attack on the enclave, the 
last Muslim area still holding out 
in eastern Bosnia. 

The United Nations hopes to 
be able to find out more about 
what has been going on in 
Gorazde when it despatches eight 
military observers there later 
Wednesday. The U.N. has so far 
been unable to provide any in- 
formation on the Gorazde fight- 


ing 


Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic promised two weeks 
ago to let the observers go in. But 
they were blocked by Bosnian 
Serb military chief Ratko Mladic, 
who Tuesday relented and signed 
a written order allowing the 
monitors to enter the town. 

Despite a new ceasefire agreed 
Tuesday between Bosnia’s three 
warring factions and due to go 
into force Friday, Sarajevo saw 
more shelling overnight, although 
this was apparently less intensive 
than earlier in the week. 

Sarajevo Radio said a house 
was burnt down in the dty’s old 
town district late Tuesday when it 
was hit by incendiary bullets. One 
person died and two people were 
injured in the blaze. 

The radio also reported spor- 
adic shelling on government con- 
trolled territory to the northwest 
of the Bosnian capital. 

Meanwhile, international 
mediators Wednesday launched a 
new effort to bring peace to 
former Yugoslavia in talks with 
the top leaders from Serbia 
Croatia and Bosnia. 

And signs were that high on the 
agenda would be reshaping of a 
current peace plan to allow for 
«>me form of separate mini-states 
inside Bosnia for its three main 
communities — Muslims. Serbs 
and Croats. 

European Community 

mediator Lord Owen told Reuter 
Television he and his United Na- 
lions colleague Tborvald Stoiten- 
perg had summoned key figures 
in the drama to try to put an end 
to the horror” in Bosnia and 
new risks of war on its fringes. 


Queen Mother 
misses Ascot 
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ASCOT. EngJand W 7,^ 
Queen Mother puJIed out of her 
second public appearance ™ K 
many days, missing the tradition- 
al parade at the opening day of 
the Royal Ascot hoise race meet- 
ing Royal aides said she was 

merely tired ^ 

“absolutely no cause for alarm. 
Her last-minute decision sar 
prised race-goers and It was the 
first time that the Queen Mother, 
92 a keen racing fan, had missed 
the race in recent memory. 
‘There is nothing wrong with her 
at all. She has had a very busy 
weekend and she felt a Ifttie 
tired," said a spokesman for the 
Queen Mother who had a surgical 
operation last month to remove a 
piece of food from her throat. 
“She decided it would be very 
much more sensible to conserve 
her energies for her programme 
later in the summer and not to go 
to the races today ” the spokes- 
man said, adding: “She went 
back to work very quickly after 
her operation and if she goes on 
with her busy life as she fully 
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with her busy me as ww iu««y .,&*■ 
intends to do, she needs a day or 
off nrrasionallv.” Another 


two off occasionally. 

absentee from the procession, the 
queen's twice-married daughter 
Princess Anne, milted instead 
among the crowd and was at first 
turned away from the royal enclo- 
sure when a gateman failed to 
recognise her. The queen was 
accompanied at Ascot by her 
husband Prince Philip ana the 
Duchess of Kent, wife of one of 
her cousins. 


Seif-professed serial 
.killer captured 


GULFPORT, Mississippi (AFP) vV ai\i 

— A man who daims to have ,'^a i 
killed 72 people was captured in 
lumber yard less than two days . , tjout;- 
after he broke out of the county '' j-r r 
jail, officials said. Donald Leroy . s , -j r; ;; 
Evans surrendered to two sher- ;Sn :\t.- 
iffs deputies without offering re- £a .re- 
sistance and was returned to die 
nearby Harrison County Jail .^Vr.- 
where he was awaiting trial in the L, , 3 . - 
1991 rape-murder of 10-year-old 
Beatrice Routh of Gulfport. Mr. 

•Evans, 35, escaped with three 

other prisoners Sunday night af- ' 
ter one of them pulled a home-- 2l3t3s 
made knife and overpowered a - 3 hel- 
guard. One of the escapees re- * 
mained at large. Although he has 3 pr 
boasted of killing 72 people over 
a 10 year period, Mr. Evans has ^ > 
been charged in only two slayings . 

— Routh in. Gulfport and Ira - 
Jean Smith of -Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida. He faces the death 
penalty if convicted. -i. 


General ridiculqcL 
Clinton 


WASHINGTON (R) — A U.S. , 
Air Force investigation has found / 
corroboration for allegations that '• 
a general, in a speech, described 
President Bill Clinton as a gay- 
loving draft dodger who smoked 
pot, a defence official said. The 
official, who requested anonym- 
ity, said no decision had been 
made on possible punishment of 
Major General Harold Campbell. 
Gen. Campbell, 53, spoke last 
month at an air base in the 
Netherlands in another embarras- 
sing episode in Mr. Clinton’s 
effort as commander in chief to 
rise above the hostility of some 
members of the military. The 
official said the investigation sup 
ported what was earlier reportet 
about the speech by the Washing- 
ton Post. “I think what we have 
here is that the guy said some- 
thing very close to what has bee'll 
reported " Gen. Campbell was 
not immediately available for 
comment, but air force officials 
earlier confirmed the Post report 
(hat Gen. Campbell bad been 
accused of describing Mr. CUnton 
in such terms as gay-loving, pot- 
smoking, draft-dodging and 
womanising in a May 24 speech at 
a banquet of air force personnel 
near Soesteitoerg Air Base. It is a 
violation of military law for offic- 
ere to express public contempt for 
owlian leaders, and the incident 
has raised the possibility of disci- 
plinary action. 






China’s Li Peng 
’looked quite well 1 


PEKING (R) — Chinese Premier 
Li Peng, who made his first public 
appearance Monday after seven 
weeks of illness, seems to have 
foHy recovered, Malaysian Prime 

«S' S S r J Ma 5 a,hir Mohammad 
M toted*. Mr. Mahathir- 
Monday became the first foreign 
^«or to meet the prime minister 

a v ?™* ed tbe hospit- 
5“ Apr,! 26. He sud he could 
no sign of illness. “As you 
1 an ’, a trained medical 
Mr. Mahathir told 
Li# “He seemed 

he looks as 
SHf i* “ a long spell of 
dliKK But he has certainlyrec- 
S n d o v «y well. And I noticed 
nothing to indicate that he is in 

thS^r? di f com / ort - 1 wonM say 

II?!. f *>« has been ill, he has 

almoM^r ^ r ' Mahathir spent 
ft?®? 70 minutes with m£iJ 


f. 


hosted bv the rw, 3 Danq - 

“* anr *«e premier 
declined to Say if Li 


rep “ tcd!y 





